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'To the Reader, 


| | & oo T5 
HE outward "ornaments of Youth are 
Beanty,Tallneſs, and Strength of the Bo- 


the Soul and Mind: But Brauty without 
Grace, 1: but like a fair ſign that haugeth at the 
door of* a foul honſe ; and Witt without Grace, 
is but like meat that taſteth ſweet in_the month, 
and breedeth ill blood in the Veaws : and bodily 
- ftrength, and comlineſs .of Statthre without 
Grace,it is bn: lile ſo much Moſs upon the body 
- of aTree when there is no fruit upon the boughs. 
Abſalom had « fair body, and 4 defiled Con- 
ſciences St. Auguſtin receiving a witty Epi= - 
ffle from Licentius, 4 young No- WF ob: $2 
ble Man, and perceiving he had 4a- Auguft. 
buſed it too looſely, returmeth this Epiſt.ad 
anſwer to him, If than hadſ found Licent. 

a Go!den Cup, wouldſt thou nat have | 
given it to ſome Publick iſe? God hath given 
thee a Golden Witt,a Soul of Gold, and jet thou 
vſeſt 1t as an Inſtrument of Seuſualny ; _ . 
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* To the Reader, . "R 
heed of making It a veſſel of abomivation, and * 
'of Preſenting thy Sonl as a Sacrifice to $ atay, 
Diabolus cuvit a te ernert,the P:vil defireth 
to make thee in ornament to him, and thy witt 
and par*s, thecreditof bis Conrt aud Canſe : 
Young 11:n maiy times have ſharp Witts, but 
as the fire, in green wood is ſmbthered by the 
' U4porrs,that it Canne? ſhine brightly ; ſo holy 
Wiſdom 4 youth is often f mothered by Tempta- 
tions and Concapiſences. 

Natsral:ſts ſay, That the Butterfly ſpend- 
eththe moſt part of her Life m painting of her 
Wings, ſo do many young men mgnilding of 
ther Brains; Youth is, (as the Hebrew word 
|  fenifiath) the choice age of a Mans 
mma Lifes aud a jorwng Mantis called, a 

RE choice or choſen one. 1. Becanſe a 
Young man was rather choſen than an Old , 
 Choſer to moſt employments of ation, and Youth 
is the time n hich a man would choſe to live 3n, 
2, Becauſe jonth is atime wherein a Man is to 
chuſe what courſeto take, and it 15 the chorceſt 
time for the ſervice of God, Remember thy 
Creatour in the dates of thy youth, or of thy 
choice, ſaith Solomon, T hat 15,1 ſuch daies, 
as either theu wouldeſt chuſe,or elſe, [ſuch dives 
' wherein tow ar beſt able to make thy choice x 
then arei\we called upo: to remember God. 
Fake it is that dongle wiriation, 1. Infuch 

7 '- Be, . aaies, 
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Ts the Reader, 

daics, as 4 mas would chuſe, whilſt things yet 
gowell with him, before the evil daies come 8c. 
Flonriſhing Touth and true Devotion, are ſel- 
dom companions © Youth, (unle(: ſaultified) is 
. full of vanity, ſerions intrifles, and trifling 
in ſerions things. Or, 2. in ſnsb dayes as we 
are yet able to make orr choice, Death: bea De« 
votion proveth but little werth;then do we rather 
dreans of God, than indecd do remember hin, 

Good reaſon it is that the Yeung Man fhou'd 
remember his (, reaton's 1, Becanſe uncortain 
of the future of his own life, -wncertain whether 
he ſhall ever live to old age; a Soul (hould nos be 
hazarded upon ſuch uncertainties, © 2, Be» 
cauſe the young man commonly forgetteth God, 
1s moſt tempted by Satan,moſt violently hurried 
awa) with Paſſions. Yomh'is full of folly, 
falſchood, frowardneſs, of high concerts of their © 
own worth aud ſufficiency ;, full of mordinate 
and exceſſive love of hberty; full of wantougeſs, 
it i5 carried with ſtrong affeflions wpon weak 
gronuds , it is ſluvborn, impatient of conuſels, 
and juſt reproofs, Jerem, 31.18, 19. Tt is 
given to Prodigallity, Luke 15, 12, 13, [s, :8 
zmpudent end ſhameleſs, addifted to ſenſuality, 
It is the Emblem of a Touwng Man, to have 4 
wing onone Army as if he had a deſire to flyup 
to Heaven: bnt aclog on the other arm,toſhew 
how the vanities and pleaſures of the World do 
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clog his defires of Heaven.3.Or it may beYourg 
Nenare called upim ts remember God, becauſe 


riper age is fermſhed withmoſt abilities;aſtrong * 


body, a pliable mind, a riper judgment, affeft;- 


ons free: Religion 1s not of ſocaſie a per- 


formance, bnt it will a:k aman his beſt, Or 4. 
zt may le, what is gottes: tn Yomth Hicks faſteſt 
by us, as al cel retaineth a long time, that 
odour where-with at firſt it was ſeaſoned, Gad's 
fervice ſhau'd never be given over, and there- 
fore learzed b-times, Nebuchadnezzar would 
have your g Menſtand before him, the King of 
Heaven much more. Thy ( reatour will vot 
highly waluethee, unleſs thou haſt been bred 
wp in bis preſence even from thy youth. 

It 1s a moſt commendable thing for Young 
A7entobe couragions, ard reſolnte in reſi ting 
Sin, Some Heathens. and [nfidels have been 
aotable in this kind, gr, Auguſtin bringeth FE 
Polemon thus ſpeaking concermng himſelf. 

I was an I» fidel, ayonng Man, 
St, Augutin deprived of the Knowledg of the 
ſairh of chis, Tr#e Goa. reſigned over to all 
Non humane ſorts of Intemperaice, Wine 
opers tribue- Love, Play, Raſnneſs, were the 
 *im, ſed di- Chariot, which drew my Touth 
21no, Fpiſt, to drwnfal, I was no ſooner ene 

730, tred 1910 the School of an Hea- 

* cen Puloiopher, But behcld 


To the Reader. 
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] was wholly changed. He upox the Words 
of a man;layeth down bis flowery Crowns which 
he bare on his head, his Riots and Drunkeuneſs, 
How unſeemly then 1s it, for Young Men 
that are called Chriſtians to £0 0n in Riot, and 
Wautonneſs,after ſo many enlightnings,ſo many 
forcible initruttions, and ſo many powerfal 
conviftiens ana inſpirations? St, Ambroſe ike = 
wiſe brings in .0ne Spurina ths ſpeaking. 1 
was 4 Gentile, (ſaith ſhe ) bred in the corrnp- 
tion of: an age, where vertue was declining, 


- ang vice on the top of the Wheel: I was endow- 


ed with an excellent Branty, which by right of 
natnral force gave me the'key of Hearts ; and 
TI ſeeing'is was too much affeited, courted by 
wanton eyes, and ſerved for a ſtumbling*block. 
to chaſtity; I purpoſely made ſcars inmy face, 
extinguiſhing with my Blood the flames of thoſe 
that ſought me; for I loved better to ſeal my 
snWocence, 4s with the ſeal of voluntary defors 
mity, than to poſſeſs a Beauty that ſerved only 
as 4 bait for anothers Luſt, How may this 
give 4 check. to the vanity of theſe wamen a= 
mong us, who in their youth paint themſelves 
with an ill intention, ſeeking to. gain that by 
Impoſture; which they cannot gain by truth? 
and not ſatisfying themſelves by atiulterating 
their Beauty, [pare not to diſcover m their 
Breaſts and Faces the Fi mpnaence of their 
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| To the Reader, | 
Fore-heads. Oh! what will ſuch with all their 
cariofity, anſwer to this Paynim, when ber 
Blood and Scars, ber Beauty dirfignred,which 
ſerved as aSacrifice to bei Chaſtity, (hall ac= 
caſe them before the Tribunal of Chriſt ! 
> Caffian commendeth a Chriſtian young 
Man, who having renounced worldly vanities, _ 
1d betahen bimſcif to an axſterc kind of Life, 
bheving received @ packet of Letters from his 
| Father, and diverſe of his dear 
Cafhin Is- Friends, he durſt nos lock npon 
fire. Lib.5, thens but threw thens intothe fire 
Ca. 32?» With theſe words: Be, gone ye 
| thoughts of my Countrey, and © 
burn for company, for fear left ye terupt me to 
look\ again toward the things which T have for= 
[ker : Hu feared (as the ſtory ſaith,) that 
y the reading of their lines, aud the fight of 
therr Names, b: ſhould have been prrſwaded, 
to warp towards their Company, and the 
vanities of the world agam. 
Oh how exght all young mer, that bave had 
22d education, to take heed how they abuſe it, 
&nd the many in/{rumenutal means which God 
hath gramed thera for the exerciſe of vertue; 
etherwiſe they ſhai/lpay the loſs thereof in the 
length of accrrupt and miſerable Life, and 
ther bones ino0'd age, (hall be filled with the 
| follics. of youth; which ſhall reſs with them 
Pe On | — 
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To the Reader. 
even in their Tombs, and drag their Souls in- 
to the bottomleſs Precipice, from whence there 
is no recovery, AAany young people run onn 
mach evil in the time of yonth,- adding fin to 
fin : but (as one ſaith) youthful ſins may prove 
ages terronrs, Many prophane yonng men that 
arinuk-and quaffe, play and make (pert, and 
farther one another in ſin,what do they therin, 
but as Abner ſaid to Joab, 2 Sam, 14. Ler. 
the young mea ariſe, and play before us ? 
Obſerve what play this was, Thznthere aroſe 
and wept over Twelve Men of Benjamrn, 
which percained co 1ſhboſheth, the' Son of 
_ Sanl; and Twelve of the Servantsof David, 
and they caught every one his fellow by the 
head, and thruſt his Sword into his fellows 
fide ; ſo they fell down together. This was 
| their play. Ss it s with young men man)-times, 
when they come into company, by their licen- 
tronſneſs, and drawing one another to fin, what 
do they but take the Sword, audthrnft :nto one 
anothers bowels ? aud Labour (what in them 
lieth) to deſtroy each other for ever ?®£8 
Oh bow careful ſhenld Parents be, inthe 
' well natring and educating of their Children, 
who are not only the living goods, but alſo: 
pieces of their Paremts? 1n Athens it was 4 
cuſtom, never to pole their ( hildrentill they 
were taught, and thento burn their hat, 4s 4 


7 To the Reader, "My 
Sacrifice to Apollo. How ſhould Parevts 
tabe heed of cockering\their Children in finfal 
mazes: Indulgence of Parents, ts the refuge 
of Fanit), the bawd of Wickednefſs, and the bane 
&f Children. Look well to it ye Parents, 
( faith So, Hierome)) That yonr Children ca- 
yetſe not w the cnps of Dabilon, The Sin 
and. evil examples of Parents, u like ruft 
which tleaveth cloſe to their Children, and the 

reatcr they arenpou Earth, ſo much the more 
malice and precipitation it hath; ſuch children 
will one day complain at the Tribanal 
Cyprian of God, of th: perſgdiouſueſs of their 
Ge laps Parents, ſaying, our Fathers and 
fs, MHAathers have been our parricides, 
| jaith Cyprian. | | 
. Ye fond Parents, behold Elithe Prieſt,from 
hoſe lips paſſed ſo many brave Oracles, who 
ifo-ned in the Tabernacle of God, and in the 
wan tinse for permitting youthful follies, and 
#abridled liberty in bis Children, to become 
whe Objeft of God's juſt diſpleaſure : behold 
" lms caſt from the Prieſi-hood, as Aa rotten 
Alember, and his Houſe deprived of that ho- 
#aurable dignity, and all his Poſterity Con- 
demucd todie in the flower of their age : His 
aFoSonsHophim and Phinehas,ſlayn in one day, 
#$t5 Daughter in Law dead in Child bid, and 
the Ark of Gad targn by the Pailiftines, and 
Coe” , diſh nour- 


To the Reader, © 


diſhononred by Infidels : And laſtly, pang A 


buried as it were,uuder the rnines of his Conn © 


trey, 4s thelaſt Victim of Gods Juſtice, 
 _HEleazar ?s a fit pattern for all aged perſons 
to follow, of whons mention :s made 1 the 
. Bock of Macchabees, That beiny afſanited 
with all ſorts of Batteries, Baniſhmezts, and 
7 orments, tomake him counterfeit but oxe ſole 
| Sin againſt bis own Law, he ſaid ro himſelf, 
ont alas | The whiteneſs of that venerable 
Hair with which thy head is covered, afupy * 
bath grown hoary in the exerciſe of thy Rb 
 ligion, hath it wot yet taught thee, where the 
poywt of hoxonr lyeth? It s nit enongh for 
Elenzar ot to counter feit impiety, but ro pyo= 
feſs vertne even at the price of his Blodd, 
Now God grant, 1 may not ſerve as @ 
ftumbling-block tothe yonth of this City: frace 
God willmake this day, a Theatre of my cv«. 


flancy ; I will net be-lye the Law of my Ma» | 


ſter, nor diſhonour the School in which I was 
bred nd brotght up, | Woe bee 
Memorable is that ſtary of Po! ycarpy that 
conſtant Martyr of Chrift, and Diſciple of 
John the Evangeliff, as he was brougbt #8 the 
fire to be. burnt, the Proconſul baving woſf 
earneſtly ſolicited-bim to recant, aud reuonee 
his Faith with promiſe of liberty, I have (ſaid 
he) theſe Forrſcore and fix years ſerved Jeſjme 


T5 a Reader ._. . -- 
Chriſt, and I ever found him a good Maſter ; 
therefore, I will no: now Blaſph: me my King 
and Lord ; I will never do it, IMany ather 
words of admirable conſf:r5 and fortitude 
were uttered, then by this old Diſciple, aud 
faithfzl Martyr of 5 eſus Ch;ijf, which made 
him regardleſs of his Life, ai reſolutely to 
ſeffer Death for his Nz2, 

Let none of us then «jc the b{124 aud the 
Fame in ſacrifice to God, nor 6ffcy that to him, 
which we wen'd mot offer to our Prince,Mal.1-+ 
3.8. This were to makg God's Service a Spit- 
tle- Houſe or Hoſpital, to mainta1n us 11 onr 
age, when we have (pens onr ſtrength in the 
ſervice of Sin aud Satan. T bis » uot to leave 
fon, till ſin leave #3. What Noble an would 
be willing to give entertainment to an old ſer - 
ing-many that hath ſpent his flreugth in the 
fervice of bis Enemy > Why then ſhculd we 
think, that having given the flower of our 

auth to the Devil, that God will accepr of the 
= of our old age? T bereforc every one 
like zourg Timothies, 4nd Jolia's ſhould be- 
Tis to ſerve God betints: and all parents 
Cy preſent their Children to God betimes, 
even as Samuel,whons his Mother offered to the 
Lord wery- young, who mumſtred before the 


Lord in his fde-coates,” Youth is not onlymore. 


capable,but more cerable than old age, If jm 
I ger 


hn od 
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get bold of youth 3t is more eaſily enred inyomb, | 
ps 78 w that are old; as a green —_ 
5s more eaſily healed; than. as old feſftered ſote, 
which hath dead fieſh init. A man may al- 
moſt aſwel give Phyſick to a dead man, as 
conuſel to many an old man, If ſin grow to ax 
habit and cuſtom, cuſtom being another natare, 
makes it as —_— to 2908 4s to eat and drank. 
But if any of #s have ſpent the flower of owy 
J08th in vice and vanity ; Let the fruxt of our 
age only ſavonr of vertat, Indeed an old man 
of outhful behaviour, s more ridiculons 
than a wanton toying young man : Let every 
wan then (eſpecially old men) put their howſes 
3n order and prepare for Death» when Death 
3s between their teeth, 8 is too late to provid: 
rewedies for the Terromrs thereof, 
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Eccleſiaſtes I 3, verſe I. 


v Remember #ow thy Creator in the daies of thy 
= youth, w le the evil daws come not, nor the- 
| years "draw mgh, when thou ſhalt fay, 4 


have no pleaſure in them, 


4% Hap, 1. 
T*: wiſe man having firſt cun through 
vith a penitenc heart, and an amazed ſpirit ; 


the vanicies of Life by his own dit 
rer experience,now alſo hath caken 
Janddcawing cowards a Concluſion of this 
B work 


a review of chem (asic ſeemerh) 


2 A Mcmento to Yong and Old. 


work, as a principle Maſter of the afſemblies, 
defirerh to leave one naile driven to the head, 
and well fixed in the hard heart of the youn- | 
oer ſort ; who ate ſo poſlefled with thoſe | 
vanitics of mind, which he had all this while 
{[aboured to purge, that they think themſelves | 
priviledged in youthful wantonne(s; and. cone | 
ceive chat all reſtraints of: cheir unbridled : 
Luſt, are bur the froward or envious cavills of ' 
diſcontented old Age, or ſullen Melancholy. | 
Therefote. ir was expedient, that this ; 
prejudice, whereby chey hurt none (ou! 
28 themſelves, ſhould be removed by a calls 
trary Exhorcation ; fironglyenforced lll; 
Pen-man beyond exctption,/r'man of gf FE 
eft ſufficiency every way amongxthe San dt 
Adam, excepting that only Immannth But | 
let them not think, that the force of this | 
exbortarion is dead wich the wrirer; or worn 
out of date with age ; but ſerchetn know for | 
a cerrainty, that a greater than Solomon is} 
here,tbat the $pirir of Truth, who livech for! 
ever, breatheth moſt Manifeſtly in this holy 
Text, who mult be heard and obeyed b Al 
char would not be found to fight rcainft Go : 
Ler'every one then, whoſe ears. Godſhath 
opened, hear whar the Spirit ſpeakertrunco] 
the Church in this place, and eſpecially co 
the younger ſort witinn che Church. ——_ 
or) 


| A Memento to Young and Old. 3 
' 3 ber now thy Creatonr 1# the daies of thy youth, 
&C., | | 

In which words we have firſt, an Exhorta- 
. F tion, and chen anenforcement of it, prefled 
, 2 andamplified ar large in many verſes follow- 
Bi IN2. : 
'& _— T he Daty, what, all laid down 
2 = _ 2,The Objef, whom in  werds of 
TZ Kmart, > m_ Time, when. (ſpecial weight 
' EY The word [ Remember I. implyeth 
-þ much danger of, and inclination to forgeiftl= 
4 neſs, 2, Et includech Heart as well as Head, 
7 8 AﬀeRion as well as Memoty. | 
. '2, The ſecond thing, 'The Objeft [ Thy 
T Creatour,] + Word, thar addeth nuich force 
\. 3 rothe Exhoftarion ! "Taken eicher abſolureſy, 
nA 4s implying the: Creatour of all things whom 
J all Creatures; ar all cimes, mnfl glorify in 
theit kinds, or with ſpecial relacion to choſe, 


xr co 'who the Exhortation Is more parcicular- 
y ly: direRed 1 [Thy Creatour,| Remember 


11F bim whom Created Thee, and hath right to 
i. thy whole Self, thy whole Life, and eſpeci- 
<h} ally, coche beſt of thy Life and Strength, 

3. The Third thus, I the dares of thy yonth, 


ws In the daies, racher than years; for rhey are 
T but a few A4aj-dairs,Coon gone and vaniſhed. 
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A Memento to Young and Old. 
[ of thy youth. | The word in the Original, is 
derived from a word which figntfies to chuſe, 
and thence ifſuech a word ſignifying, a young 
man: andthence again, this. inthe Text G6g- 
nifying, Youth ; boch ſhewing,.that younger 
men arethe choyceſt of men, or ſhould be ſo; 
and chat youth isthe principal. and choiceſt 
arc of our Life: So ſome render theſe words, 
Is the daies of thy youth, | in the daies of thy 
choyce. | | 
The ſence therefore, ye may take In theſe 


few words.. O ye young men, who are of 


all others exceeding apr to forget him, of 
whom you ought to be moſt mindful: Ler 
me perſwade you, to know,gto love,todelight 
in, to fear, coremember,tocleaue unto, and 
obey, even in the beſt of your time and 
ſtrength, your young vigourous and flouriſh- 
ing daies: Him, who 1s the great Creatour 
of all things: Him, who gave you in parti- 
cular, that breath which is in your noftrills : 
Him, who gave you this heat, chis firengrh, 
theſe Spirics, this lively temper of youth * 
Him, in whom you ltve, move, and have your 


being. 


” FIOERT 
as OO Ao 3. K 


A 
an” 
[5 


A Memento to Yonng and Old. 5 


CHasy, 


Heſe things being briefly and plainly 
opened, the obſervations which I (hall 
make, I ſhll refer torwo heads. 

Obſerv. 1. Thar young men are eſpecially 
apc to forget thzir Creatour, 

2, Thac young men ought eſpecially ro re- 
member cheir Creacour. 

The firſt of theſe 1s ceccainly implyed ; the 
ſecood plainly expreſſed 1n the words of 
the Text. | 

Of che firſt ; che wiſe man ſeemeth of pur=- 

poſezto have deferred this Memenmto until the 
latter end of his diſcourſe, as knowing how 
apt the younger ſort are co fail inthis art of 
memory, concerning the beſt things; and 
hOping tnat of all others, a ſpeech of fare- 
well, would make ſome no:able impreſſion. 

In 615 point I will ſkew, 1, Wherein this 

forgerfulnes confiſftech, 2, I will prove it to 


| be, eſpecially incident co yourh, 3. I will 


ſhew ihe reaſons or cauſes of it. 

I. Now for the firſt, thac I may ſhew 
wherein forgerfulneſs confiſtech; both reaſon 
and our own experience inthe working of the 
powers of our Souls, ſhew us, That memory 
1s properly ſcate1 in the brain ; and there- 
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6 A Mementa to Towng aud Old. 
fore that forgetfulneſs, is a kind of emptineſs 
in the ſame place. Bur we muſt attend to 
thoſe Idiomes of the Holy Ghoſt, who by 
reaſon of thac, near. knitring of all the facul- 
ties of the Soul in one ſingle root of a Spiri- 
tual and Jntelleual Being, doth promiſcu- 
ouſly cranſlate the name of the one to the 
other,and oftentimes include all in one, Thox 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God(ſaith our Saviour) 
with all thize Heart.and with all thy Soul,&c. 
Math. 22.37. Why? All the powers of 
the Soul are not love : There is knowledge, 
m2mory, imagination, will, fears joy, ſorrow, 
hatred, courage, &c, Which are all diftin- 
uiſhed borh in their Beings, and EffeQs f:om 
, #omy But He, in whom all che Treaſures 
of Wiſdom were hid, knew well, that when 
the hearc by love did truly cloſe with God, 
and cleave unto him, It could not leave any 
of ics efteions behind it, bur all muſt be gi- 
ven upunto him, 

The Lecrd complaineth, 1ſ[a. 1. 3. Iſrael 
dith not know, my people do not confider, Igno- 
rance was not the only fin, whereof the Lord 
held chem guilry : bur inchis was included, 
as well want of love, of fear, of delightin 
God, as of knowledge of him. Not to 80 
too far about ; This forgetfulneſs which now 
we have in hand; you fhall find co have the 
el | ſame 
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ſame force inthe Scripture, Pſal. 137. If / 
forget thee O Jeruſalem, let my right-hand for 

&t ber cunning, vet.6. If 1 do not remens- 
ber thee, let my Tongne cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, &s. The courſe of the words ſhew 
manifeſtly, thar ic was nor fimply co remem- 
ber <is City and Temple which he under- 
cook, bur to be deeply affe&ed with its cala« 
miry ; for he preferred Fernſaien above his 
chiefeſt joy. 

Bur moſt plainly doth Loſes expound this 
word unto us, Dent. 8, ver. 11. Beware that 
thou farget not the Lord thy God, in uot keeping 
his Gommandements, and his Judgments, and 
his Statutes, which 1 command K - this day, 
Where to forget, is as well not to embrace 1n 
affegion, and not to obſerve inpraRice, as 
not to keepin memory, Many other exam- 
ples we have of like nacure, in Pſal,1 19g. be- 
fides many other Texts of Scripture. So chas 
in a Word, Forgetfulneſs of God, is a with- 
drawing, declinipg, and turning afide'of the 
Hearc and Soul from God, upon Earthly 
rhings, manifeſted in a courſe of negleRting 
God's Service and his Commandements,and 
running afrer the vanicies of this life. 
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1H. [Ow that this is eſpecially incident to 

| 4. the younger ſort, 1 wiſh the lamen- 
table experience of all times, and of this eſpe- 
cially, did not roo much eaſe me of the labour 
in proving ; yer ſomething mult be ſaid for it 
according to promiſe. The wiſe man in ſer- 
ting forch the impudency of a graceleſsStrum- 
phet, ſheweth, thar young men are eſpeciaily 
apt to forget God, and to be enſnared by 
her, Prov. 7,.6,7. At the window of, my honſe 
1 hoked through my caſement, and behold 
among the ſimple ones, I diſcerned among the 
youths, a yonng man void of underſtanding, 
paſſing through the ſtreet near her corner, and 
he went the way to her houſe, &c, T hbeſe are 
the men, who in the pride of their youth,and 
heath of their Blood, value their own witts at 
an higb rate, and think themſelves the wiſeſt 
in the Counccey,deſpiſe the dulneſs of elder 
years, and more ſetled ffirics ; as if wiſdom 
were born, and ſhould dye with them : Yec 
bere ye may ſce, how the wiſeſt of men doth 
cenſure them for fools, ſimple oves, void of nn- 
derflanding ; men eſpecially forgetful of Gcd, 
of his Word, and Will : ſuch a one was ſeen 
coing toward the houſe of a ſtrange Woman, 
We ) M toward 
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* coward a Whore-houſe : and ſuch are ſome 
Z Alc-bouſes frequented ſo much by young 
4 men ; for 1 know none ſo ficto keep a Stews, 
I 25 thoſe who profeſſedly withour regard of 
2 Magiſtracy, Miniſtry, Credit, &'c. do keep 
Zcommon ſhops for Dcunkenneſs. Bur mark 
Zrhe Wiſdom of our young man, 21. 22,23, 
Brrith much fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed bimtojield, 
RF with the flattering of her lips ſhe forced him : 
3 be goeth after her frraight Way, 45 an Oxe go- 
Neth ro the ſlaughter, or as @ fool to the correlly- 
Mor of the (tocks * till adart ſtrike through his 
Mliver, 45a bird haſteth to the ſnare, and know- 
Reth not, that it is for bis life, She filled his 
# head with her prateing and enticeing ſpeech- 
Fes, and pur berter things out of his mind 2 
ZShe czuſed him to forger God, and caſt his 
fear behind his back, ſo ſhe carried bim cap» 
*Aive in the bonds of luſt, and diivech hin as 
Fan Oxe tothe ſlaughter, and as a fool to the 
Ycorreion of the. Rocks, &'c, So the wiſe 
Eman in Eccleſ. 11, g- Sheweth,the folly and 
Wforgecfulneſs of young men, where by way 
Wot lrony, and in an holy ſcorn, he biderh 
Mrnem do that which they will do, though ne- 
Fver ſo much forbidden and threarned. Re- 
Bojce O gonug man in thy oath, and let thy 
Bcart cheer thee tn the Aates of thy youth. put 
F©Ood the Judge of allthe Wo:ld onr of chy 
k bs thoughts, 
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* thovehts, lay afide all ſad remembrance of 
che laft Judgment, ler none of theſe Melan- | 
cholick paſſions any whic interrupt thy youth- | 
ful delizhts ; walk sn the waies of thine heart, 
and in the ſight of thine eyes. | Follow thy 
luſts, and ſenſes like the bruit beaſts, and for- 
ger all thar will follow, even as if thy Soul 
ſhould vaniſh away 1n the ayr at the hour of. 
thy Death, like the breath of a Beaſt. with- 
out hope of Joy, or fear of Vengence in ano- 
ther World. By this irronical conceſſion | 
he giveth us an excellent deſcriprion of the! 
brutiſh and ſenſual forgerfulneſs of the youn= 
get ſort, minding preſent things with the full 
bent of their Souls, and never ſeriouſly look-. 
ins towards che things that are above. But 
what is the iſſue ? but kyow thor, that for all 
theſe things God will bring thee to Judgment | 
Even theſe things which thou make(ſt no- | 
thing off, as pardonable Errours of youth; 
ſhall be ſcanned in the impartial judgement | 
of God, and he will bring thee to Judgment | 
for them all. 


Crap, IV. 


TIT. F N the next place I am to ſhew the cau-; 
ſes of this forgerfulneſs in the youn- 


oer ſort, and here it were bur an idle piece of 
Philoſophy 
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Philoſophy to aſcribe ic ro the natural moi- 
ure and fluid temper of their brains, where* 
by che impreſſions of things are preſently 
diſſolved, like letters written inthe water. 
No ; this forgerfulneſs is as xell in the hearc 
asinthe brain, and requireth a further ſearch 
into 1t's cauſes, 

1. Inthe firſt place then, one ſpectal cauſe 
is, a fleſkly confidence in the natural ftrength 
of body, and hope of long life. They look 
at Death ag a thing afar off, even out of ſight; 
and therefore ſuffer nor the apprehenſion of ir 
ro make any ſuch impreſſion uponthem, as 1n 
any degree to leflen thar carnal, ſenſual con- 
reat, which they take in the glut of earthly 
Vanities The blind Worldling, when his 
barnes were full, bleſſed himſelf in bis own 
conceired happineſs ; Soul take thine eaſe, 
thau haſt goods laid up for many years. Bur 
theſe perionsthink they have the advantage 
of him ; for whereas his Soul that night was 
tobe taken from his goods ; they think they 
have life in ſtore for many years, antl ſo with 
the unfaithful ſervant conclude, that their 
Maker will deſerhis coming, and chey may 
ſafely delay their Repentance, and put him 
cut of their remembrance. As Gaal,and the 
men of Sheghems, could eat anddrink, and 
curſe Abimilech, becauſe they thoughr he 

Was 
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was not near them, though he was nearer 
than chey were aware : ſo che younger (orc 


can ſatisfy cheir Juſts, and pleaſe chemſelves, | 
and do what th:ty will, ſcorning all admoni- 


tions or threatnings of Deach; becauſe chey 
think it not neer unto them: Whereas per- 
haps Death (as the puniſhment of Sin) Iyech 


at their door, and will be found to have way-. 


laid chem in the midi(t of their vanicies;f and | 


cocur chem off inthe midft of their ftrengrh 


and fins. Strengch, Healch, abandance of : 
Spirits, freedom from aches, pains, and bodis | 
ly diſtempers, do pur Dea:h our of cheir | 


thoughts, and they will leave crooked and 
way-ward old age to yexit {elf wich penſive 
remembrances of che Grave. 

2, The lively vigour of youth, fillerh 
them with a kind of carnal ſelf-concent, and 
maketh them pleaſe themſelves in themſelves, 
and o to feel no need they have of happineſs, 
and of delighting themſelves in the Lord; and 


therefore co negleR and forget their Creatour, | 
Oh they think chey are abſolare men) they are | 
as they defire to be, and cannot wiſhro be | 
bercer ; their blood hath freepaſlage in cheic | 


veins, their Spirits in their Arteries without 


obſtruions, they are l[:vely, amiable, merry, | 


jovial, free from wants, fears, ſorrows, rrou- 


bles : and (as Job deſcribech che young gal- | 


» 2nad9*, 440 


Lacic) 


' 4 Mementoto Young and Old, 13 
oallant) His Breaſts are full of milk, and his 
Bones are moiſtned nith marrow: thy are 
wholly at caſe and quiet, and therefore God 
13 not in all their thoughts. 

3. This luſty youthful remper makes chem 
every way more: ſenſible, and capable of 
earchly delights, and pleaſures, and ſo more 
2pt co forget their Creatour and his ſervice. 
Old Barz1/l4i knew not what to do at Court, 
2 Sam. 19.35. 1 am this day Foxrſcore years 
old, and can I diſcern between good and evil ? 
{an thy ſervant (ſaith he to King David) 
Taſte what I eat or what I drink? can I hear 
any more the voice of ſinging men and ſingiy 
women? wherefore the ſhould thy ſervant z 
Jet 4 burthen unto my Lord the King ? Old 
Ave is nor ſenſible, nor capable of many de- 


lighcs, which younger perfons rake: in with” 


areedineſs. No catnal pleafure but ir ſuitech 
wich theic diſpoſitions, they have a remper fic» 
ted ta all fleſhly delights, and: ſo can pleaſe 
their wanton appetites with variety of diſhes ; 


| thacis,cheir diverſe luſts with variecy of fleſh- 
| ly delights,and in this caſe,no wonder though 
| they forget their Creatour, when by reaſon of 
| the confiicution of their bodies pecultartothar 


age, they can ſo many wayes pleaſe them- 


| ſelvesin che Creature, Men naturally for- 


over God, uncill chey need him : Bur the 
young 
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young man in his prime, finding ſomuch'be- | 
low in the earth, which minifireth marcer of | 
conmentment to him, apptefiendeth no ' pre= | 
ſent nzed of him that made, him,and ſo migid= ' 
eth him nor, unleſs che Lord open his eyes, / 
and cauſe him co ſee the:emprineſs and vatii- ' 


ry oftheſe things, and his'own miſerable fol- 
Iy in reſting his Soul upon chem. Rok 


4. A Fourthcauſe is, wanc of expetience | 


in the uncertain condition of earthly rhirige. 


Young Men: are inthe Spring of their lives | 


and pleaſures,and know not yet Whac 4 Win- 
rer meaneth. They have: noe yet (for the 
moſt part) been beacen off from theirpleaſins 
folly by any notzble change of eſtate ; "they 
know not what ſorrow meancth,-and (o they 


ſecurely promiſe themſelves a contiduance of | 


this ſeeming happineſs, and forget God';" as 
nor perceiving any ſpecial need 'of him. ' They 
hope to ſpeed as well as they have done;' #nd 
ſo long they care note Thoſe croffes which 
ſometime befall che younger ſort, may for the 
preſent make them exceediog paſſionare; bur 
chey are ſoon vaniſhed, and no print of 'their 
foor-fteps remaineth behind chem ; their de- 
lights are afcer a whileznever awhit embircte- 
red by them : and thus forgetting their croſſes, 
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rhey become forgetful of. their God, and rhac | 
account which muſt be rendred to him 3 you | 
ſee | 
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ſee how eafie it 1s for yourh, to ſpin a ſnare 
wherein to entanele ic ſelf, even out of its 
own bowels, | | 
Cuan V, -: 

Uc left this ſhould not hold them faſt 

enough, Satan hath other inſtruments 
co help cwiſt the chreds; many wicked 
wretches there are in the world, who help 
chem forward intheir miſery, 

I. Want of care, and conſcience in Pa- 
rents, not obeying the charge of the Apoſtle, 
which is to bring wp their Children 1n the unr- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, Epheſ. 6. 4. 
Not imitating the Father of the Faithful in 
the fruics of his Paith, Gen. 18, 19, Is 
commanding their Children, and houſhold af- 
ger them, that they may keep the way of the 
Lord, to.do Fadgment and Jhftice : Nor rak- 
ing adyice of- So/omen, who counſelleth them 
to teach their. Children in thetrade wherern 
they ſhould goand giverh an hopeful promiſe 
for encouragement, That they will nst des 
part from #4 when they are old, Prov. 22, 6. 
Not looking with a ſingle eye, at the glory of 
God, nor with a tender eye, onthe poor ſouls 
of 'rheir Children 5 ro whom deriving miſe- 
ry from their owh Loyns, they take ne care 
co cure them of it. 

2, Theevilexamples which even Parencs 

themnſelyes 


FP = by | 
A PIT” warner RAGS > £4 14s as td 1s 


_—_ © bv, 


Wer wes ene = 
bt ata oy, 5 AAS as ”", @ _— . 
Dee et eee I DT TRY a —C—— I IEEE a vmes 
— OR - —_ - —_ —— 
F . 
« 


ET de IO TE 


16 - A AMementotoYonung and O1d, 

rhemſelves give unto their Children, many of 
them 1a their ripeſt, yea in their roccen years, 
returning to the fins of youth, or (acleaſt) 
glorying in crhemzeven 1n the bearing of their 
Children. How many young men are Drunk- 
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ards, Swearers, Lnclean Perſons, Scoffers ar 


Holineſs, Contemners of the Word even by 
Succetſion and Inherirance ? The Son hear- 
ch his Farther Swear, he heareth him uſe fil- 
thy communicacion ; he ſeeth the old Beaſt 
come home Drunken, and who cart wonder; 
though he forgerech his Creatout, whom he 
bath nor ſeen, whiles he findech ſuch wicked= 
neſs in his: Facher whom he daily ſeeth ? or 
if rhey ſcorn ſuch boys-play, yet many times 
by that aged Sin of Covetouſneſs, they 
ſhewing themſelves dead-hearied rowards 
God, cold, careleſs in his ſervices, not fee- 
lingly and zealouſly mindful of his glory, 
reach their Children co forget him that made 
them, chough chey differ in thoſe thingy, 
which they embrace, The very example of 
a covecous Father, may make a: Son riorous, 
by ceaching him to fall off fromGcd;and rhen 
his hearc will cleave co that which is moſt ſu - 
Itable to it, The Father's example ſctrerh 
him our of the right way ; and his own pecu- 
liac luſts, and diſtempered paſſions carrying 
him in ſuch a by-parhy as beſt ficech his own 
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foot ; whereas, many times the Father is diſ- 
pleaſed, nor becaui® !r is a wrong way, bur 
becauſe it is not his 0572 ; not becauſe it is 
contrary to the Waycs 5: God, bur becauſe ir 
croſſeth his wayes - not becauſe it Is more 
ſinful, but more chargesis/s chaa his own 
courſe, whick is moſt pleaiing co him. 

3, The negle& of Religious ducies in the 
Fathers Family, is the ready way co make the 
Son unmindful of him thac made him. 
When Chriſt hath no Church, bur Mammon 
hach his Chappel in the houſe ; when there 
1s no ſerious remembrance of God from one 
end of the year to the other in eff=Rual 
prayers, in conſtant reading of the Word, 
in wherting ic en (as Hoſes ({peaketh) by re- 
petitions, pious and ſeaſonable admonitions, 


' whenthe Lord hachno encercaltamenc chere, 


! it is no marvel co find the younger ſort for- 
| gelful of God. 


CHap, 6, 
Uc befides theſe faulcs 1n Parents, many 
others will help co build up Satans 
| Kingdom, upon the ruines of the younger 


fore, As, 

| TI. Their ownequalls in years, by whom 

| they ſhall 'be drawn intothe ſame exceſs of 

tIior, Which che others have followed, For 

| 2s Satan him(ſelf being fallen, could nor en- 
GC dure 
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dure to lye alone, bur ſought companions in 
wickedneſs and Wretcnedneſs, ſo he inflilleth 


the ſame diſpoſition into thoſe who ate caught. 


in hisnetts. Theſe therefore partly by hel- 
liſh ſcoffs at thoſe, whoeven out 6 ingenus! 
Ity, or good education, lozih their courſes at! 
che firit; partly by pleating infiruations,; 
ſmooth lapguage, eſpectaliy by chai pantble; 
naine of 200d fellow-{hip, wherewiih the Fa-} 
ther of h1-< :ath jough, to grace ont -f bis] 
own occupations, Co ha'c &o.hers with them! 
In ine {me wayes of Dettruttion ; and be« 
Ing joyned :ogecher in a wretched ſociety, b 
lewd and I:{tfu{ fonvs, ſcurril jeſts, abuſive 
ſpec ber, loud lavghterz ruffian-lke outs 
faceins becrter and wiſer men than _— 
ſelves, they encourage each others, they har- 
den their hearts, they dromn rhe voice of 
Conſciznce,they contemn the Word of God 
they fight againſt Heaven with prophane an 
horrible Oathes, and (as ir were) ſeal al 
their leagues of pretended go0d-fellow-ſhip 
even With 2 reſoived &uvn:io, a decreed for 
oerfvlne's of God, and ſo of godlineſs, 
Death and of Judgment to come, wherewit 
St. Pam! made eyen bis Heathes Judge t 

ſhake, as he ſate upon the Bench. 
2. Secondly, and eſpecially,a company 
Srounded Drunkards, that a:cup and _ 
n [8 
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the Countrey, old Sotrs that are ſecled upon 
their lees, who know almoſt every corner in 
| every common or blind Ale-houſe, as well 
' as the rooms in their own houſes and ne- 
ver think themſelves ſo well ar home, as in 2 
Tap-houſe, Oh, how do theſe work about 
to poyſon the yourh of onr age, and ro'make 
| them (like themſelves) che children of hell! 
,| Who by the afſiftance of the Devil abuſe cheir 
i old crafry partes, to enſnare young heedleſs 
Souls, and ro bring in Captives tothe Prince 
4 of Darkneſs, Dorh nor che ſame doom be- 
long unto theſe, which was due ro E/jmz45 
'©! the Sorcerer, for ſeeking to turn away the 
M deputy from the truth? ro whom St. Paw! 
n himſelf uſed this language, T hou Child of 
the Devil, and. enemy of all goodneſs, wilt 
| thou not ceaſe to perver: the Froht wayes of 
the Lord? Do not theſe by che enchantment 
ofcheir fawning tongues bewicch green years, 
and caſt chem into & dead ſleep of fecurity 
and forgetfulneſs of God ? Oh that miſe- 
able experience did nor prove my words 109 
11d ! which yer ſome, that in their own cau- 
es can be mercileſs, pechaps will accuſe me 

coo much roughneſs. - Our who can for-= 
ear, When he ſeeth themco be the very Emi- 
") Maries of Hell, and (as I may fo ſpeak) pſ- 
"I s ebrictatis logines, che very Panders or 
C 2 Bands 
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Buwds for D:unkenneſs%n inferiour ſort of 
Tempters or Devils, Satzn' s under- Officers 
and FaRors for the Land of ens as 
are Not content to goto Hell wichour a Troop 
at their heels, axif i it were not ſufficient for 
them co be guilty of deftroying their own 
Souls, unleſs they have many more Murthers 
of the ſame Kind, ro be pur into rhe ſame In; 
ditmenc. I cell you,who ſoever ye are,yout 
ſociety is more to be ſhunned, than his chat 
hath a Plaguesſore upon his body ; ye aret 
be poynted at, and accounted by all .cha 
know you, as the very Mothes chat fret. rhe 
neweſt and the Rirongelt Cloth, Javentary 
peſtes The very bane of youth, andthe cor* 
rupters of ehe nexc age, Which ſhall ace 
atiſe, when your bodies are rotten unde 
oround : yea, the ſins which you now ſec in 
a courſe, may ſtream down unto the end 0 
the World, whilſt they thac are infeced b/ 
you, ſhall infe&t others, and ſo again ſuc 
ceſſively ; ſo that by this means ye may 
ouilty of choſe fins which ſhall be commit 
ed many hundred years hence, if che' Worl 
ſo long continue, 

3. Thoſe Ale-houſe: ke zepers, Who gif 
way to all manner of exceſs in their houſe! 
whoſe Motto may be Lucri bonns edor Gy 
In whoſe ears SWearlng is good Muſici 

lh 
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in whoſe eyes beaſtly vomits are a pleafing 
ſpeRacle, and the Lords day, a fic time for 
tipling and ſwilling with greedineſs, ſo thar 
they may take mony, feed higher, go braver, 
and look bigger than men of more worth, and 
betrer employment : Theſe have their crains 
to dray on the younger ſort, who know nor 
chat their houſes go down to the chambers of 
Death. 

4 Thoſe Magiſtrates and Officers cannot 
by any mears be excuſed, under whom theſe 
youthful fins growſ> faft,whiles chey holdche 
Sword (tbac is put into cheir hands) ruſting 
in the\ theath, where 1s the Spirit and cou- 
rage that ſhould be 1n theſe, that ace the ve- 
ry Tr:ari: in the armies of the Lord of Hoſts, 
the ſtouteſt and chciceſt Soldiers ? Are ye 
afraid of thoſe whoare but Lixe & calones, 
Scullions and Tapſters under Sacans Banner? 
ſhould ſuch Men as ye fly or fear, and nor 
dare to face thoſe, who at the molt are bur 
Milites levis armature, Souldiers lightly 
armed, as Imay ſo ſpeak? What can they 
do againlt a Juſtice of the Peace, a Conſta- 
ble, or an Head-borough, more chan ler flye 
their Arrows,even biccer words > I know nor 
what policy 1s in this conniyance, unleſs it be 
to leave the envy and burchen upon us of the 
Miniſtry, whiles we alone fight again theſe 

chings 
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chings with che. Sword of che Spiric. Bur 
if ye refuſe utter! y to jJoyne with us in bear- 
ing your part of the butchen, you mnſt nor 
look to ſhare in the reward, I defire above 
all, char you would ler the honour of God 
prevail with you, your Charge,your Oathes ; 


bar if theſe things move not, take heed leſt | 


the Lord repzy you 1 your own Coyn ; and 
whiles you render not the Glory of God, 
nor the £000 of the Younger ſort in oeneral 
by refiraining their licentious meetings, by 
informing againſt, or puniſhing thoſe that en- 
= rcal them, he may juſtly leave your own 
Ciuldren to be thus corrupredzor at leaſt your 
Childrens Children of the third or fourth Ge- 
neration. The Lord give you zeal and cou- 
rage, that you may not have your portion 
WIL hout among the fearful. 
; Cauae. VII. 

Yſe.yF Er me ſpeak a few words to you that 

| Beg. are o. the younger ſorr, When (0- 
ever you {ec a young Man or Maid carried to 
their graves, that ſpeRacle of Mortality for- 
bids you tobe forgerful of your Creatour in 
any Aceor patt of your Life. Look upon 
thac Coffin that holdeth a body young and 
very lately ftrong in confliturion, and ler 1t 
be unto thee, O young Man, 2n uſe of 1n- 
Rs neo truſt to long life in the 
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of thy youth, or the beſt' of thy ſtrength ; 
Kor to pleaſe thy ſelf in a ſeif-content ariting 
our of thine own form, - youthful, lively 
remper, nor ro magnity thine happineſs, in 
regard of a ſeeming advantage which rhou 

thinkef chou baſt of old age, in belng more 
capable of carnal del:ignes rhan it; chat thou 
art able to rake in more of the Devils baits, 
which he never catterth forth wichour an hook, 
Let it tech thee not to hearken to the entice» 
ments of Sinners, old or youngnor te think 
that ho!:ſe of 211 »thers the belt adorned,rhat 
hath a Sign-polt, 

Let it reprove chy great torgecfulnels of thy 
Crearour, in the daies of thy youth; Let ic 


. rike a dzep apprenenſion 1nto thine heare 


of che necetiity of prefeiit repentance with 
out all delay ; ; and ler this ſo work upon chee, 
and ftick dy thze, that no ports mzy wath 
It off, nor no loud Aiz-houſe clamours may 
drown the voice of rhy Conſcience, when ic 
(hall bring chis to thy remembrance. Oh 
let nor Satan bewicch chee ! Wearc thou as 
certain of a long life, as raou art UNCErTaIN, 
yer canſt chou nor poſſible be certain of __ 
grace of Repentance, which is a rare giz 
and (] am perſwaded) ſeldome beſtowed in 
decrepic years, where ic hach been reje&ed 
It thz mote able age ;xeſpecially by ſuch, as 
CE © all 
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all their rime have lived under a faichful and 
convincing Miniſtry, Doth the Apoſtle ſay, 
Thar the Geztile; were given up to a repro- 
bate ſence, becauſe they did with-hold the 
cruth in unrighreouſneſs, going on 1D thoſe 
unrightzous courſes, which the Light of Truth 
Manifeſted to them by che works of Creation, 
did diſcover and Condemn? How much 
more mayft :hou' tremble ar this dreadful 


Judgment , who continueft in the pride of 


thy youth 15 fin with greedineſs, againſt char 
Light of ihe Word, which ſhineth unto thee 
farr m-ce brightly, than that rwiliphc of Na- 
ture. The Lord make you wiſe unto Sal- 
vation, and ſuffer you not with blind eyes, 
and obſtinare Spirits, to run upon Your own 
Deſrucion, forgeting him that made you ; 


Puting off rh> remembrance of your latter 


end, vaſſi.c +: in a dead fleep of preſenc im- 


p=n.cer © © falſe dream of future Re- 
per -- very flaſhesof Hell-fire 
a 1+ £59 Which the Lord preſerve 
you, Ly © 2 2-4:ang of your Conſciens 
ces, throujy 5 Mod and Grace, that ye 
may not ſleep 12 ic ofeyerlaſtiog Death; 
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SERMON. I. 


Eccleſ, 12s I. 
Remember now thy ( reatour, Wc. 


Cuan L 
Hu ſpoken of che former point, I pro- 
ceed unto the Second. 

Obſerv, That young men ought eſpecially, 
to Remember their Creatonr in the daies of 
their youth, Whartirisco remember,(in the 
language of the holy Ghoſt) you may gather 
by char which 1 ſpake of che contrary, in 
opening the former point 5; where I ſhewed 
you, That this remembrance 1s not only of the 
brain, but of the bearc, cogether with the 
head, implying affeRions as well as memory, 
and ſuch as are powerful, Manifeſting them- 
ſelves in ani{werable Practices. So that, as 
to forget God, is a With-drawing, declining, 
and curning the heart aſide from God ; ſo 
to remember God, is a cleaving of the hearc 
to him in love, whereby all che Powers of 
the Soul are given up to him, waiting upon 
his Will in an holy attendance upon the di- 
recions ofhis Word, readily practifing what- 
ſoever he commanderh, and carefully ſhun» 


. ing whatſoever he forbideth, We read 


Alum, 
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Nam, 15.38, 39,40 That the Lord would 


have the people of Iſrael! ro have fringes 
on their Garments,that they might remember 


his Commandments: bur not barely to keep 


them In their memories, but (ſaith he) That 


ze may remember, and do all my Commandes | 


ments,and be holy unto your God, An effeQu- 
a] remembrance thai (hould work upon the 
affections, and make them holy, thar ſhould 
ſhape them our an holy courſe of Life, and 
make them do all thac the Lord had Com- 


 manded. This doth the Scriprure in ſpect- 


al manner require of young mzn, Pſal. 119. | 


ge Where-withal (hall a yowng man cleanſe 


his way ? by taking heed thereto, according | 


io thy Word. 
CHnavP. TI, 


; His Poior may be made more plain by 


Reaſons. 
Reaſon x, The former Point (hall be a 


Reaſon of rhis: Young Men are eſpecially 
Pt co forger their Maker ; and therefore, 
young Men ought to be eſpecially careful to 
remember him. Tie greater deſeX& there is 
in any, the greater cars is required in ſupply- 


ing chat defeR. Th: Rronger inclination 


en2re 1sto any fin, thz greater watchfulneſs | 
chere ou2ht co be in refilting and ſubduing | 


£227 fin, The more unapt and ſluggiſh we 
are 
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are towards any duty,the more careful ſhould 
we be to quicken and encourage Our ſelves to 
that dury, The weakeſt parts of a City have 
ſpeci] need of guarding. Men thar have 
but weak memories, and have much dealings 
inthe World, are ſo much the more careful 


to uſe their Pens, and commit ſuch things to 


books and memorials; wiin wich, if they 
ſhould truſt their memories, they would de- 
celve them. Soeſpectally in heavenly thinzs ; 
rhe more apt young Men are to forget their 
Creatour, the more carciul ſhonld they be to 
remember their Maker, becauſe their affe&t-= 
ons are violent 5 becauſe they are apt to be 
blinded with a flethly confidence in yourh 
and ſtrength of body : becauſe they are apt 
to doate with a carnal complacency upon the 
natural vigour of their youthful temper ; bes 
cauſe they are more capable of carnal plea- 
ſures, than the elder ſort : becauſe there are 
ſo many ſnares laid for them, above others ; 
by all which means, they are apt to loſe the 
b: and happieſt uſe of their memories, and 
to live in a ſenſual ſorgerfulneſs of, and neg- 
leX of their God, and Creatours therefore; 
ſhould they with a double care and watchful- 
neſs, endeavour to ſtirr up their hearts co a 
congſcionable, and aftetionate remembrance 
of their Maker. | 

| 2. We 
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2z We may alſo gather a reaſon from the | 


ſecond word in my Text. 

[Now] Remember now &s., which notech 
a ſpecial excellency of chis time above others. 
As if he had ſaid; Now 1s the chief time 


wherein thou mayſt do God beſt Service, | 


So then young men ought eſpecially, co re- 
member their Creatour, becauſe , Now in 


cheir young dates, is the chiefeft and choyce- | 
eft ume, wherein they may glorifie their | 


God,ind do him acceptable Service, Remem- 
ber now, while fin is buc budding, whiles cor- 
ruptions are but ewiges, While luſt is but con- 
ceiving ; while pafſien and anger is bur a 
orecn Wound, not feſtered and turned into a 


ſeried and cankered malice, and revengeful 


diſpoſition. AJow,whiles thy ſenſes are quick, 
ey ſpirics lively, thy temper healthy, thy bo- 
dy firong ; while thy blood 1s warm,and eve- 
ry Parc 18 fit for that Iimployment, for which 


ir was ordained, Now, ſhew thy ſelf mind- | 


ful of chy Creatour, careful of his ſervice, 
reſpe&ful of his Glory, Now, chou canſt 
do ſomeching for him, Now, 1s the time 
wherein thou art able, and therefore Now 
eſpecially thou muſt remember him, 

3. This word | Now| may ſeem to imply 
ſomewhac more, viz. That this which 1s here 
required mult be don2, now or never. True 
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ic is, ſome few may. be converted 1n their 
elder years, who in their youth,were forget= 
ful of their Maker ; but ye muſt obſerve, char 
here the Lord requireth of every one, rhar 
he ſhould give up che Rrength, the morning, 


the freſheſt and principal part of his life une 


co him, and his ſervice. Now, this can ne» 
ver be donebutin youth ; andhe char ſpend- 
eth his youth in ſin and impenicency,can ne- 
ver perform this work ; he can never give up 
his (irengch, and che beſt of his cime ro God. 
The Lord ſaith, Remember ye keep boly the 


' Sabbath day ; this ſhould be preſently done 


without delay ; but yer,ſome who have been 
careleſs prophaners of che Lords day, have 
afcerwards been conſcionable obſervers of ir. 
Bur when the Lord {ſaith, Remember your 
Creatonr in youth, this cannot be done bur in 
youth, He thar ſpenderh his youth in impe- 
nitency and ungodlineſs, can never afterwards 
vive up his youth, and the ſtrengrh thereof 
unto God. Under the Law, the Lord re- 
quired the beft of che Flock for Sacrifice ; 
Now, he that ſhould ſell or kill all che beR, 
and leave none but the old, the ſtaryeling, che 
blind, rhe lame, &s, Thar mancould ne- 
ver obey the Commandment; ſo when che 
Lord biddeth us ro remember to give up our 
youth-ro himz 1f we ſpend this and our 
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tcengchin ſin, we can never obey this Come- 


mandment,for that crime and Rrength 18 gone, 
and our impotent time, crazy;drowſy old ave 
1s left, | 

4. From this Word | Creatozr ]God made 
all things for his glory, and the more excel- 
lent any Creature is, either 1n regard of its 
ſpecifical nature or kind, or in regard of its 
parcicular qualities and cxcel{encies,the more 
is ittyed to glorify God that made ir ſuch, 
So among all earthly Creatures, Man being 
made of the molt excellent nature, 1s molt 
Rraitly tyed to glorify God the Creatour. And 
among Men, ſuch as are 1o their youth and 
ſtrength, being endowed wich the moſt exce]- 
lent abilicies, ought more eſpecially to re- 
member him», 

5+ Confider theſe Words, | Thy Creatour} 
God is the Cyeatour of young Men, as young 
Men, He d1d nor only give thee the being of 
4 Mas, but the years, the life, the health, the 
ſtrength, the vigour of a young Man, He is 
the Author of tay youth, the Createrr of thy 
ſren2tn, he 1s thy Creatour in ſpecial ; he 
hath now Created char trength, and abilicy in 
thee, which he hath not yer Created iy Chil- 
dren, thar which he bath taken from old Men. 
Thou haſt thzr work of his now wrought up- 


' 6n, and ſheving it 1elf 1 thee, which is not 
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3n others ; and therefore, Remember thy Cre- 


atoxr, that hath Created thar hot Blood, that 
warmeth iby heart, that quickneſs of appre- 
henfion, and thoſe lively Spirits that are with= 
in thee. 

6, Conſider theſe Words | In the dayes of 
thy youth, | dates and not years,daies and nor 
nighes. Thy youth is but a few May-dazes, 
it will preſently be gone; and therefore 1n 
thoſe few dates, that ſhore time, thou ſhould= 
eſtoive up thy ſelf to thy Createar. Conld met 
Je Watch with me one hony ? a juſt reproof of 
our Saviour to his ſl:epy Diſciples, Could ye 
nor afford me a few daies? a juſt reproof of 
all filly ſouls, who are not wiſe unto Salvation, 
and think their youth too good, too much ro 
be given up to God, Ir 18 not three hundred 
years that the Lord asketh art cby hands, as ar 
Henoch's ; nor Nine hundred and upwards, as 
he required of other Patrraches, bur a few 


 daies of youth, Daz:s, and nor Nights, } 


The times of youth, confift of Dazes ; chenis 
the Sun-ſhine, the Nights follow, dark times 
of old age ; aches, weakneſs,fickneſs,ſfleepi- 
neſs. Now becauſe theſe are Dates, they 
muſt be given up to God,who is L:ght ; and 
not to the Devil, whois the Prince of Dark« 
neſs: nor to (ins, which are works of 
Darkneſs, This is groſs folly to give tlie 

Daw: 
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Days of youth ro Satan, and to leave the 
dimme evening of our old declining age to 
God;ro give the good,che beſt daics to Satan, 
2nd the evil daies ( as they are called after 
wards) yea the worlt to God. 


CnaPp., III, 


V[e. 1. His ſhewerh the greac folly of | 


young Men, who think (of all 
others in a Congreeation)that they have leaſt 
reaſon to give any ſpecial heed, and yield 


obedience unto the Word Preached. Old j 


Men (they think) had need to look aboucr 
chem, they ſmell of the Winding-ſheet, the 
Grave groancth for chem, an earchy cold be- 


numerh cheir Limbs, the beginnings of death |, 
are already upon them, and have taken deep | 


poſſeſſion of them : bur as for themſelves, 


they are full of Life, and fee] no meſſengers | 


of Death: Life aboundeth in their Blood, 
in their Spirits, Ic Is ſtronely ſeared 1n their 
Bones, ir beateth in cheir pulſes, ic looketh 


our. ar cheir- eyes, and (hineth in their faces: | 


there is no fien, no ſhew of Deaths Alaſs, 
poor ſouls Death dorh nor alwayes give 
any long time of warning; ic maketh many 
fudden ſurprizals, as well as tedious and lin- 
oriny ſeiges. It hangethup young Abſalom 
inviconed with bis Watlike troops ; it ſhed- 
ceth 
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eth young Amnor's blood in the midſt of 
his Cups; while Jobs Sons and his Daughters 
were eating and drinking wine 1a cheir eldeſt 
Brethers houſe, there came a great wind from 
che Wilderneſs, ans ſmote the four corners 
! cf the houſe, and f: 11 uponthe young Men, 


Fand they dycd, Job L.18,19. Inone nigh 


Death {l-yeth the Sons and Heirs of Pha- 
rach, and of all the Egyptians ; ſothar there 
was ſcarce one houſe, waere taere Was not 

one young Man dead, | 
How often hath the ſupream Lord of Life 
and Dearth taughr us by. evidenc examples, 
hatno age 1s priv-ledge.!, no years are ex- 
empted ; chat the youngeit. cannot promiſe 
imſelf another year, another day, or hour 2? 
e thac fit here old and young, who knoweth 
hen, or where che next blow will lighr ?e 
$$: bachperverted che order of Nature, and 
ut it out, of cor'rſe; and therefore ye muſt 
ot look, that the ſame crder ſhould be kept 
In paſſing out, which was1n coming into the 
orld ; and tnatthoſe who came rſt, ſhould 
lwates leave thoſe behind themwhich were 
orn after them, The Son dyerh beforethe 
acher,the Nephew before the Grand- father, 
he Young before the Old , tit Heir before 
im that js in poſſeſſion, Sin hath let in Death 
nto the World, and that cometh in as an 
Enemy 
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Enemy, not upon patly and conditions, by 
as a Conqueror by a forcible entry, and { 
* Facketh this City of the World, and maket| 

' no difference of Sex or Age, but killet 

and ftriketh on the right hanc , and on th 
lefr, Ir hearknerh to no ſuch plea : The 
1s an elder man, There is a Woman that wg 
old when 1 was a Child ; let me alone, I a 
content ro yield when mine Auntients at 
gone before me : Noy if I will that he cay 
ry, What is that to thee? follow thou m 
Some dates in the year, are not near ſo lon 
as ſome others. Some mers lives will b 
reach the middle of ſome others, rheir Su 
ſetreth at noon, - and che night is come upd, 
chem before they have begun their daig 
work, Therefore let young men learn wi 
dom from the wiſe man ; yea, from the Sy. 
 rirſpeaking in this Text, Remembering th 
Creatour m the dates of their Touth, And rhit 
thou, O young Man! whatſoever thou heat 
eſt, concerning the wayes of God; thin) 
thar whatſoever remembrances, are delivef,, 
ed from rhe Word, to put thee in mind of tif 
Creatoxy,thar they concern thee in eſpecial. hr, 
there were none but young Menin a Pariſſf, 
thac place ſhonld have ſpecial need of th, 
Word of God. If there were no gray-hethy, 
in a Congregation, yet there 1s need of ſptp 
k al 
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cial Exhorcations. from the Word, co mind 
ſuch of their Creatonr, If thou heareſt of 
reſent Repencance, conceive that iris ſpo= 
en to thee. IF thedanger of continuing 
in fin, and delaying converſion be ſer forth. 
| in che Miniſtry of the Word, know char this 
| belongeth rothee in ſpecial manner, who arc 
in che dates of thy youth. If thou heareft 
che charge of our Saviour, Patch therefore, 
left at any time your hearts be overcome with 
Sarfeiting and Drunkenneſs, aud the cares of 
this life, and that day come upon you tna- 
wares, Lnk, 21. 34. Know, thac chis is ſpo- 
ken unto thee, and that thou in thy youth, 
muſt not at any time give way to theſe 
hings ; no,not when friends meec,nor when 
chou art urced, and haled to ir. When Solo. 
mon (aicth, My Son, when ſinners entice thee, 
conſent thou" not Prov. 1.10, Think that he 
ſpeakethco thee, Whom doth the Com= 
pellation | 245 Son ] better befic chan the 
youns Man? when Sr. Pas! ſaith, God hath 
ut called us unto uncleanneſr,but unto beline(s: 
that every one of us ſhonld poſſeſs his veſſel in 
axttification and in honour, not in the Inſt of 
oncupiſence, 8c, 1. Theſe 4. 4,5. Believe 
ty chat he ſpeaketh unto thee, who art in thy 
yourh ; whereip be ſpeakech moſt plainly, | 
2 Tim. 2« 22» Fly alſs youthful Laſts. 43.9 
_ D3 CHAP. 1 
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Hſe 2." His alſo ſhewerh anorher notab| 
| Errour of young Men,who thitf 

chey may freely take that liberty which othey, 
may not, and walk more ac large, than tho 
of elder years, Ye ſee the holy Ghoſt croſſes 
this conceir, and callech upon yeung Me! 
more eſpecially,to Rememper their ( reaton 
Know therefore, T bat woen our Saviour (al 
| Enter in at the ſtrait Gate, He ſpeake 
unto you that are young, and requireth t 
of you in your youth as well as any oth 
He dire&e.h Doth old and young to co 
this way to Heaven ; for broad is the way, 
wide # the Gate that leadeth to Deſtruti 
and many there be which go in thereat: breas 
ratt - 1s the Gate, and narrow is the wl 
which leadeth anto Life, aud few tthere be thi 
find it, Mar. 7.13, Our Savicur charve 
all co leave the broad way, that will not 1 
into Deſtrufion ; and rh-refore for yout 
Men totbink, that they may walk at large,ap 
follow their Luſts, 1s co imagine, thac ch 
have liberty, co run into Damnation. The 
1s but ons Way, ( and that 1s a narrow one 
but one Gate, ( and that is a trait one) | 
leaderhunco Life; ard they that would lv 
for ever, mult enter into Life by this 25 


/ 


upd oct MEE EE EC ICC torn Bag ion Goalie = Rs ben Re EET 
- - 27 Lint» 4 oh * I my, FE" » "I DW”. £33 A * " 

F C CO of - ” 5's PEAS” m_ G 

. of MementotoTomng and O!d, 37 "3 


Gate, and narrow way, Whether young or 
old. If ye would know what allowance ye 
have in this kind,it is ng more than thar which 
Solomon giverh in Eccleſ. In. 9. Rejozce O 
Joung man 11 thy youth, and let thy heart chear 
thee 12 the daies of thy youth, Take thy plea- 
ſure ; bit fo, chat chou mzke ſure account for 
all cheſe vanities and licenttoulſneſs of youth, 
co give 2 molt firit account art the day of 
Jadgmenr, If thou wit cipple, If thou wile 
\wear, if thou wilt 1'1- awa» thy time, &c, 
know for a certain, that God wiil bripg thee 
ro Judgment for all theſe chings. 

Was ic not to & young Man that our Sa- 
viour ſoake, when he ſaid, Go aud ſell all 
that ther haſt, give to the poor, «nd follow me? 
Mar. 19. 2i, 22, Here was a narrow way, . 


' and yes this was required of a young Man, 


if he would be ſaved. And though he were 
young, yer could he get no releaſe of our Sa- 
viour, bur he goeth away with a ſad and ſor- 
rowful heart. The like in effe&; ſaith our 
Saviour to. every younz Man-; ſell all that 
chou haſt,: do away thy Luſis, pur away thy 
Drunkenneſs, caſt off Lying, Swearing, Idle- 


' neſs, Pride, Vanities, and follow me. The 


way of Chriſt is the ſirieſt gy, the nar- 


 rowelt pach that ever Man went. Now Chriſt 


Will have young Men follow him, and keep 
| — 2 A I cheir 
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cheir feet in the narrow way which be hath 
gone befqre, and tread in his ſteps. I hope 
none will be ſo Blaſphemous, as to ſay, that 

Chriſt did cake this licentious courſe, which 
young Men think they may take, \Vell then !! 
if chou wilt enter into life, thou muſt follow! 
him, and go in that narrow parth-wherein he; 
walked, Ir 1s to be obſerved, that Chril! 
Was young, and dyed young ;- therefore if 
ye thar are young, look for Salvarion by 
him, ye muſt follow him, in thoſe wales of 
his youth. All thoſe good works,all that ho- 
L neſs, whereby he fulfilled all righteouſneſs, 
cheſe were the praiſes of his youth ; if then 
ye will have him for your Saviour,who walk- 
ed thus in his Yourh, ye muſt follow him in 
youryourh, Chriſt went about doing good, 
and chinkeſt chou, thar thou maiſt go about? 
doing evil, that thou maift run abour hunting} 
afcer idle meetings, and il] company becauſe 
thou art young, and in the flower of thy 
yourh ? No, Ctrift was young, when hel. 
went about doing good, AFR, 10.38. And 
th:refore 1f thou rakeſt libercy ro go about 
doing evil, becau'e thou art young, thou arc 
no Diſciple of Chriſt, 
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Cun4aW ___*- 
Hſe 3.7 Er me exhorc you thar are young, 
That ye would efleRually lay to 
hearc cheſe words of the holy-Ghoſt. Res 


' member now thy Creatour in the dates of thy 
| youth, ] Ohthar you would now enter Into 


2 Covenant with che Lord, and bind your 


' ſelves reſolvedly to ſeek your Crearour !: To 


you that are young the Spirit of GoJ here 
ſpeaketh: Oh take heed of deſpiting him 
char ſpeaketh from heaven, becauſe of your 


' youth; bur hear him ſo much the rather, be- 
cauſe he ſpeaks ro young Men, and for this 


end ler me urge you with fome Motivese 
rt. Confider, what wrong it 1s to God, 


"£0 vive Satan the beſt of chy time? Under 


che Law, the firſt-Fruits were co be given 
to God, Levit. 23. 10.:-14, And, they 
might ear no bread until che Lord had the 
firſt-Fruics offered unto him. So that he 


* Who ſhouid preſume to eat any of his Corn, 


2fore the Lord had his portion, even a 
ſheaf of the firſt-fruics, he was no betcey 
than a Sacrilegious intruder upon the Lord's 
Poſſeſſion. So the Lord requireth of chee, 
O young Man! che firſt-Fruics of thy Life , 
even thy youth and Rrength ; andifthou doft 
not offer and conſecrate thy young years ro 
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the Lord, thou dealeſt Szcrilegiouſly, FE: 
dolt 3!tenate the Lord's Portion ; thou de! 
livereſt Poſleſſi nunto Sater, of that whid 
God hathcommi:red to thy rruft, ro reſery 
wholly for him; like ſome unfaithful Toy 
nan yielding un the poſicthion to him th 
bath bur a p; *tened Tirle, co the prejudia 
of the r'9'.c owners, Oh dy nor give thi 
frlt-Eruics un'o the Dzvil! and think thi 
God yiill be pleaſed with the Gleanioes, th! 
refuſe, and ſcartered ears, the dreggs 
old age, Offer it now to th; Prince, (ee 1f 
will accep” tace, alac. 1, 3, As1f he hat 
ſaid ; Serve thy Pinces Eremy 1n thy you 
and frengeh, and then come tothe Cou 
in thine old age, limping wich thy fliles)an 
crutches, and fay, Mine pn Maſter hath 
calt me off, and now I will ſerve thee ; ſes 
then iPhie will encertain thee, So ir is i 
this caſe. 
2. Ccnhider that God loveth cheerſulneſs 
In his ſervices; ſo many places of Scriptur 
Thew. Repayce in the Lord, &c, 1 will ra 
The wayes of thy Commandments, ſaith David 
Durcken e O Lord, &7F'o. Now youth 1 18 rhe? 
moſt cheertu} part of 2 mans Life, then the; 
heart1s in the livelieſt temper, then the ſpirics 
are freiheft, and quickeſt; and natural 
cheerfulnele hats Com HiGedis a furtherance 


of 
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of ſpiritual joys The quickneſs of che nacu- 
ral temper (which is in youth moſt vigorous,) 
1s a 200d ſervant tO quickning grace. Think 
nor, that God 15-beſt pleaſed with the Jumpiſh 
cld ace, which many times 1s litcle mocre'than 
a dead piecz of Ezrth, with a little portion, 


2 ſmall remainder of life addin? In ir, God 


is the Irving God, and he requirech living Sa- 
crifices. Rom, 12. 1+ Now thy youth hath 
more life in ic than thine old age; There is 
(as it were) a cloſe: unton between the Soul 
and Body in yvourh. The Soul impartech 
a more plentiful nſlucnce of Life unto the 
Body in you h, chan in vid age, by rhe quick- 
ncfs and plenty ct ihe Spirits, which in yourh 
are more abundent than in age. Give up 
tzerefore this moſt living parc of thy life, thy 
young daies unto God; and-not only thac 
part of life whica partaketh more of Death 
than of life; thine ol] decrepir and diſabled 
age, Thehoary head ia Crown of Glory, if 
it be found 14 way of Rightesnſneſs, Prov. 
16.31. | Fonnd, | He doth nor ſay, if it 
enter intothe way of Righteouſneſs, bur 1f 
ic be Found there. If a Man hath turned co 
God in his youth, and perſevered in upright 
walking before him, until gray haires come 
upon him; thar Man needecth no Crown of 
Gol4 to adorn his head, his hoary head is a 

Crown 
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Crown of Glory to him, If under the Law 
2 Man did burn the prime of- his Beaſt in Sa- 
crifice, it was accepted ; yea,when it was al- 
moſt conſumed, even the 'remainders chac 


were half burn, did yield a ſweet ſavour to- 


the Lord: becauſethe beſt was burnt alſo 
upon the Altar of che Lord, So ler a Man 
conſecrare the prime of his daies, his youth 


to the Lord ; offer up this as a living Sacri--, 


fice, and then, even his worn old age, which 
1s like a Sacrifice half burnc and ſpent, ſhill 
be exceedin2 ſweet and pleaſing to the Lord, 


becauſe the beſt was given up unto him : 


whereas on the othet ſide, ſhould any of the 
Prieſts have burned a Sacrifice upon the Al- 
rar of Baal, and then when it was half burnc 
ſhould have brought che gicanings and laid 
them upon the Alcar of the Lord, this would 
have been a grievous abominacion in the fighr 
of the Lord. So in this caſe, &c. Oh then, 
Remember thy Creatonr in thy yoath, leſt he 
forger or dcſpiſe thee In thine age. Remem= 
ber him 1n thy youth, that thy boar head may 
be fornd in the way of Righteouſneſs, and 
ſo may be a Crown of Glory, and not a SpeRas» 
cle of Reproach and Concempt unco thee. 

3. Conlider'eſpecially, the unſpeakable 
danger of Sin, confirmed and rooed with 
Lune ;. rrought and wreathed into the -_m 

an: 


+ 


pow _ - 
CR ns ad ag 


TEE IN ASD Az 


JEEFE. 
"IF 


wh ” 
OE TOR i os I ok ) IT 


and claſped inthe affeRions, by long cuſtom 
in fin, Oh when (in bath been thirty or forcy 
yearsin growing, and taking root, it cleaverh 


like che skin co the bones; like the Leproſy 


that wasrooted in a wal!, which could nor 


" be caken aways untill che wall were pulled 


down. Thar fin which is in growing the 
whole time of a Mans youth, during the 
beſt of his ſtrength, 1t 1s even a wonder, if 


ic doth not accompany that Man to his Death- 


bed ; yea, to the Judgmeat-ſear of God. I 
know, the mercy of God 1s infinite, and he 


calleth at che Eleventh hour : bur Tam per- 


ſwaded, thoſe are very few which are ſo cal- 
led: and eſpecially very few, (if any) of 
choſe who have had the means of Grace in 
their youth, and regarded them not. Oh 
chis willful hardning of the heart is dreadful, 
This continuing 1: fin againſt knowledge ; 
chis with-holding the cruch 1n uncighreouſ- 
neſs, moveth the Lord to give men over to & 
Reprobare {ence ; Rom. 1. 21, 24, 25, 33, 
Inco ſuch a fare, chart he becomerh uncapa- 
ble, unteachable ; char neither bleſſings, nor 
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croſſes ; neither che Rod, nor-the Word; ' 


neither fickneſs, for bealth; neither gray 
baris, nor the approach of Death, can work 
brim to to ſound Conyerfion. Ah poor for- 
ſazen Soul ! ſuch a one may come to ſay 

wich 


x © does 
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wich Sanl, God bath forſaken me ! A ſpeech, 
thar might rend a render heart co hear it, 
I ſpeak not this to bring you ro deſpair , bur 
ro ſtirr you up to ſpeedy R-pzntance, that 
ye may prevent this deſperate and woful con- ! 
dition. | 


Cnapyp, I. 
FN the laſt place, ler me ſpeak a few words| 
M4 to Parents, and old People. 

1, To Parents: Ye that are Parents,la: 
bour ye to ſeaſon the very Child-hood of your 
Sons and D:ughters with the true knowledg 
and fear of God ; pray over hem daily, in- 
RruRtzexhorc, rebukegand uſe all ood means; 
chac the prime of their dates may be given up 
co God: Teach them co Remembec their} 
Creatour in their Childhood, thar they may 


n:icher forget him 1n thc yourh, nor forſake 


him in their old age, 1 fear that moſi Pa-! 


en:s among us, by negleQing cheir Duty | 
herein ; are guilty of cheir Childrens Des: ? 
ſtruions. | 

2. Tothe Aged: Yethat are grown old, 
and have not remembred your Crearour in 


your Younger dates, whoſe bones are full of | 


the fins of your youth ; ©h know chat your. 


c2ſ2 is exceeding dangerous ! therefore be- | 
waile your lives, wheteby ye have ſo much | 


difkonoured | 
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diſhonoured your Maker : humble and judge 
your ſelves 1n the bitterneſs of your Souls ; 
cry continually, and jimportunately in the 
ears of the Lord, thar (if ic be poſſible)the 
ſins of your you: b, and the long continued 
wickedneſs of your Lives, may be forgiven 
you, that the often reſiſtance which ye have 
m:de againſt the ſpirtc of God may be pardo- 
ned, if 1t be poilible,rhatthe frequent caſting 
of the Word of God behind thy back may 
be forgiven. Oh how odious and contemp- 
cible is the hoary head, fonnd in the way of 
wickedneſs,in a ſtate of impenicency > What + 
is an old Druokard, or Adulterer,  gray- 
headed Swearer, an old Coverous World- 
ling, an hoary headed impenitent perſon, bur 
even a monſter among Men? What doſt thou 
ror yet remember thy CreatouTr ? not in old 
age, not. at fifty, at ſixty, or ſeventy years? 
Oh wrecked ſecurity ! Awake! awake unto 


 Righreouſneſs, unto Repentance, ye old ones 


char ſleep in {1n,leſt ye fleep the ſleepofever- 


laſting Death, and never behold the face of 
God in Righteouſneſs! 
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SERMON Ill. 


Eccieſ. 13, I. 
| Remember now thy Creatour in the dajes 
of thy Youth, &Co 


Cnap, I. 

Pei what hath been already obſerved, 

ſomething yer may be further not» 
ed, Viz. 
Obſerv. Taat Grace and Holineſs are 
, exceeding fit, and no way unſcemly for the 
younger ſort. Man's Life hath in ſome re- 
| oards been compared to a Comedy,or Enter- 
lude Aged upon the Theatre, or Save of this 
World ; andthe truch is, many a Mans life 
is but a 'Play ; ; and many 1n their courſes do 
but a& ocher mens parts, not in ſincerity ex- 
preſs their own inward diſpoſitions. And 
therefore that decoram, which they ſuppoſe 
may grace them in the eyes of Men, 18 the 
thing they moſt of all affet and aim at, But 
his is Man's miſery, that us Eye is now nor 
fingle, nor can he rightly diſcern what be- 
comerh him ; ſo that many cimes he ſhunnech 
thoſe chings 25 unſcemſy, which would be his 
oreateſt ornaments, and goeth about to deck 


- himſelf with ſuch things 3 as do bur lay open 
16 
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his nakedneſs, and diſcover his ſhame. The 
Apoſile ſaith, that long hair (which is a Wo- 
mans ornatment,) is a Man's ſhame, 7f a 
man wear long hair, it. is folly and ſhameto 
him, x Cor-11. And yer many men account 
this a ſpectal ornament ; Whereas indeed, 1t 


doth as 11] become t:em,as a Diſtaff goth ; al» 


molt as ill as a womans Garmenc, Thus it 
is in many other things, diſguiſed faſhions, 
&c, Burt beſides theſe, there ſceemech co be 


2 concaipt, among Men, thar a licentious li- 


berty, an unlimiced looſeneſs of Converſa- 
tion, becometh the younger ſore iy the daies of 
their youth z and chat nothing 1s more an- 
ſcemly for that age, than an bumble, holy 
ſubjetion and obedience to the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, But here ye ſee the wiſe Man, 
who was a Man thac did much affeR decorum, 
whil{t he continued in his integrity, (as ap- 


 peareth by thac which che Queen of Sheba, 


obſerved even toan extaſy, I Kinps 10, 4, 
3- And when the Queen of Shebatad ſeer 
al! Solomon's #i{dom, aud the Howſe that he 
had built, and the eat of his Table, and the 
futing of his Servants, axd the attendance of 
his Miniſters, and their Apparrel, and his 
Cap-bearers, aud h's Aſſert by which he wes: 
up to the Houſe of th: Lord, there was no 
more Spirit m ber, And ſo Je M2IY 2acber 


by 
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| by many paſſages of his Rory, how exact. he 
was in obſerving decorm, and ſhewine forth 
his Royal M:eninccace according to his 
place.) He I fay, tha: beit knew, whar was 
comely, and feemly for y.ung Men : Sonews 
eth nere, chat ir 15 nor only 2c0dg bur ſeem- 
by for tem, even inte dates of yourh, to 
be ſeriouſly mind'ul of rheir Creatour, and 
{oin all chings co {hew tnemſelves as Men, 
thar have him, and his fear before ctieir 
EyCSe . 

For (19 omic this, chat whatſoever 15 good 
13 aiſo comely, beirg ſuicavle ro che holineſs 
and purity of (God, who 1s molt gloriuus and 
beautiful) ir is plain bee, by che oppclicion 
WH chat is made herween the aaics of youth, and 
Rar old age ; that he commendeth ito chem in 
HR ſpecial, as a thing exceeding fir, and ſeemly 
for che younger ſort. Remember thy Creatour 
in the dates of thy youth, whilſt the evil dates 
come not, As ifthe had ſaid, Ic is a molt ab- 
ſurd and unſeemly thing, ror co be truly 
mindful of him thir made vs 1n our beſt 
We daies, bur then to begin, when the evil dates 
"i" come, And{if you mirk),) it is plain by 
[ht choſe paſlages that follow, That be Rill fa- 
ml \ ftens a nocortous abſurdity, and unſeemlineſs 
| j pon this carriage of Men who defer rill 
af ih: laſt, The ears -araw aigh, when thou 
ſalt 


ſhalt ſay, 4: have nopleaſure in theis. How 
abſurd and* unſeemly then ro give up thy ſelf 
ro God, when thou att weary of chy ſelf ; 
and not before? while the Sun, or the Moon; 
or the Starrs be.not Darkned,and the Clouds þ 
return after the Rain. A moſt abſurd ching, 
ro give all che cleer Sun-ſhioy dajes of youſl 2 
to fin, 'to loſe all tby good dates, waſting and: 
caring them out in vanicy ; and thetin the 
all, cloudy, rainy times of 6ld age, which 
re moſt unhr for employmenr, to begin £o 
ervethe Lo:d ; and (fo inthe yerſes follows 
ng.....So'that-it is Ti &T07wv an abſurd thing, 
r 2 thing our ofuplace; an unſeemly and 
ncomely ching for young men to live un- 
indfut of their Creacour, and of che end of 
heir Creation, whilſt chey are young; and 
lexve him nothing bur che Lame and Blind 
acſifices' of cheir decrepic. age, which the 
almift ſheweck plainly. - Pſal,"119. 9, 
hertwitbal ſhall a young Man cleanſe bis 
ay? by taking heed thereto according #0 thy 
ord, Thar which is cleanly, ye know is 
ome!y Now the Pſalwmift thewerh,, ichac 
chey chat-,be young' will walk in_ clean 
ayes, they muſt cake heed to rhe Word of 
0d, and foltaw the light of it. © Ye know 
hac a fair cleath way 1s more pleaſans and 
omely by farryrhad a foul, Ghep, miry way * 


ant 
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by many paſſages of bis tory, bow exadt he 
was in obſerving decorm, and thewine forth 
his Royal M-eninc.nce according to his 


place.) He 1 ſay, 1: beit knew, waar Was 
comely, and Gly bl ds ung Men : Sonews 
eth here, thac ir 15 007 only gc0Jy bur ſeem- 
by for tem, eve: 2 » daiesof Fang £9 
be ſertoufly wind oy of ham S eatocur, and 
{on all chinvs ro {how tiemſelves as Men, 


toar have him, and Fis fear Lefore clieic 
r:.\CSe 
For (5 omic this, that waatſocver 15 good 
aifo comely, beirg ſuiravlero che holinels 
one purity of {390c who is mol ol ous and 
beautiful) it is piato be 2 by he opp. ficion 
that 1s made heriween ihe uaes of youth, and 
oid age ; tharc he commenteth irco chem 19 
ſpecial, as a taing exceeding fir, and ſecmly 
for the younver ſort. Remember thy Creatour 
in the dares of thy youth, whilſt the evil dates 
come not, AS 'itte had ſaid, Ic 1s a molt ab- 
ſurd and unſee<miy ching, rot to be truly 
mindinl of kim thir mace vg in cur beſt 
daies, bur then to bein, when the cvil dates 
__ Ana {if vcu mick,) it is plain by 
cho'e paſliges char f- How, Thar he ill fas 
” N5 a n-cortous aoſuriity, an% unſe: emlineſs 
507 this carriage of Men who defcr vill 
the lift, Th: J6a,'S aray nigh, when thes 
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ſhalt ſay, 1 bave nopleaſure inthers, How 
{abſurd and unſeemly then ro give up thy ſelf 
ro God, when thou art ' weary of chy ſelf; 
and not before? while the Sun, cr the Moon, 
'or the Starts be not Darkned,and the Clouds: 
return after the Rain. A moſt abſucd rhing, 
iro give all che cleer Sun-ſhioy daies of yourh 
to fin, 'to loſe all rby good daies, waſting and 
rearing them out in vanity ; and thenin che 
all, cloudy, rainy times of old age, which 
re moſt unkir for employment, to begin £o 
ervethe Lo:d ; and ſo1nche verſes follow- 
ng, So thatit is Ti&T07v an abſurd thing, 
r a thing our of-place; an unſeemly and 
ncomely ching for young men to live un- 

indfut of their Creatour, and of che end of 
their Creation, wilt chey are young ; and 
to leave him nothing hurche Lame and Blind 
Sacrifices of cheir decrepic age, which the 
Pſalmiſt (ſhewechk plainly. Pſal, 119. g, 
herewithal ſhall a young Man cleanſe bis 
ay e by taking heed thereto accordizg fo thy 
ord, Thar which is cleanly, ye know is 
ome!y : Now the Pſalwmiff (hewerh , cthac 
f chey that be young will walk in clean 
ayes, they muſt cake heed to rhe Word of 
0d, and foltaw the light of ir. Ye know 
bac a fair cleati way 1s more pleaſant and 
:omely by farrychan a foul, Sep, miry way * 
| ant 
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and it 1s more comely fora man to walk i 
ſuch a way, if he can, than ro be mired wit 
dirt-in a foul way, Sothe Pſalmrſt ſhewet| 
T hac chen a young Man walketh in a cle; 
way, and io ina comely manner, when | 
followerth ava obeyerh the Word of God, 
an holy and gracious Converſation, On t 
o:her {1de, when he caftech the Word b 
hind his back, and walketh in the Luſts of h 
own heart, followeth his own will,and ſee! 
eh co pleaſe himſelf in all chings, he wal} 
eth in a foul dirty way, and is bemired ( 
it were) wuh Drunkenneſs, or Whoredor 
or Idieneſs, or Prophaneneis, #c. And | 
carriage hath no more true comelineſs 1n | 
than his clothes have, when he falleth in 
the mire. ' 
2, CHAP, Il. 
His. we might ſee plainly, if we didb 
conſider the nacure and temper 

youth, and then think what correſponde! 
cy and ſuitableneſs there is berween it, a 
rrue grace and holineſs. He that will m4 
a comely garment for another, muſt not © 
ly make one part of it proportionable to ay 
ther, buc muſt tzke meaſure of him thar 
to. Wear it, that it may be comely and bu 
him. > A Man's garment, though never 
comely and proportionable in it ſelf,yill 
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ver becomely and fic foris Child, Here then 


lec us take meaſure of youth, and ſee tow 
well it will become himro put on the: new 
Man, tro put on che: Lord Jeſus. 

1, Hath che youpg man a'ſpecial quick- 
neſs of witt and apprehenfiow? what can be- 
come him berter than'toſeatch into the glo- 
rious Myſteries of Chiift's holy Goſpeh; and 
not conten: himſelf with' a few anfwers 
committed ro Memory,- which he 1s able co 
fic ro ſome queſtions of Charechiſm, bur ſe - 
fiouſly and with moſt earneſt endeavours to 
ſtudy the Doctrine of Godline(s, and care- 
fully to learn that wiſdom which is from 
above, There is no knowledee can ſo well 
become the beſt wice and underſtandings, as 
the beſt and moſt excellenr knowledge, and 
chat is the true ſaving knowledoe of God, 
of Chrig Crucified, Which St, Pan/efteemed 
incomparably better chan all hig ocher Jearn- 


| ing. This will beaurify the freſheſt, and moſt 


ſparkling wict, 1t wit} make the very Spirit 
of a Man ſhine wichin him. * This was young' 
Timothy's ornament, 2 T1193, 15. From 
a child thow haſt knows'ithe holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wiſe nnto Salva- 
trox, through faith which is in ( hriſt Jeſus, 
That wiſdom muſt needs beautify-a young” 
Mans mind, which maketh him wiſe unto 
| LE I Salvation 
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Salvation, wiſe for- Heaven, which ourteth 
ſrc) 8 Jiohe into hien, as is ſuirable to Heaven 
and Everlaſting light, which 1s like the wiſ- 
dom of the Saints and Angels above; of 
which knowledge St. Paul, aith, 2 Cor. 4: 
6, God who commanded the light to ſhine ont 
of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our . ſis give 
the light of the krowledge of the glory of God 
in the fore of Jeſus Chrift, The Sun-beams 
do as it were guild things whereon it ſhineth, 
20d make them look briehe and pleaſant, 
whereas chey look:d dull before without any 
ſuch luſtre or comelinzſs. This Heavenly 
Knowledge is a ſhining knowledge, ic bright- 
ensand beautifies the MinJ and Soul: and 
che more freſh and nimble che witr and un- 
derſtanding 1s, the more it 1s adorned by it: 
no skill, no knowledee; no learning 1s fo 
cothly for 2 young Man, as this rue ſaving 
knowledge of God 1n Chriſt. | 
IT. Hath the young man ſome ſtrength * 
memory > what can: becom2 this Treaſury; 
or Store-houſe ſo well as Gold, Silver, Pre- 
tious-Stones (ag the Apolile callech hol! 
Truths:) what ſhould bay and ftubble, craſh! 
and dirt do in ſo preticus a Cabine:r ? what! 
more unſcemly, thah to have ic filled with 
wanton tdle Songs, with ſcutrifous jeſts, with! 
airy vain conceits; fooliſn ballads, legends| 


ry 


20D. 
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ry cales, or the like ? that which is fic for 
che Dung-hil is not ſeemly for a Cabiner, 
[1I, Is youth full of lively and flirriog 
affections? whar is mote ſeemly than for ihe 
quickelt affe&ions, and for the moſt lively 
motions. of che Heart and Spiric ro be exer- 
ciſed abour Heavenly, and Spiritual things. 
The Yorld is ſaid to be Kd5uos, becauſe of 
its comlineſs which God gave it in the Cre- 
| Now God bath chus ordered the 
World in its ſeveral parts, chat the quickeſt 
and nimblefi, (hould be higheſt in theirrank, 


' and che {loweſt and dulleit, ſhould: be loweR. 


So the Heavens which are of a molt firange 
and wonderful (wiftneſs, are higheſt; and 
of other things the quicket tn motion are 
neareſt Heaven; ſo the Air, and in the Air 
the Birds : whereas che Earth being flow, 
and withour Mocion, lyerth below ' all the 
reſt, and is farcheſt from Heaven, - So whai 
18 more ſeemly,cthan for rhoſe winged affe&ti- 
ons of young Men and Women to mount 
up co Heaven, and the quicker and ſwifter 
they are in their Motions, the higher it be- 
cometh them to fly ; whac ſhould they do 


| Creeping on the Earth like Snailes, or earth- 
| 1ng themſelves in the Earth lItke Moles, or 
{ mudding cheſe lively affe&ions 1D finful leſh- 
-| ly pleaſures > Why rather ſhonld they nor 
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' courſe of holineſs ;. ſo the quickneſs of their 
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in cheirdaies of youth-caſt their Souls upon 
the wing, earneſtly deſiring God - to draw 
chem, that they may run after him. Is it a 
ſeemly thing ro ſce a Lark or an Eagle to 
make her ſelt a burrow.or net under ground , 
or to plunge her ſelf 1n the Mud ? Noir be- 
cometh Fer to be alofr': ſo ir becomerh nor 
re winge 1 affeAions: of the younger fort to 
bemudd themſelves with ſinful (pleaſures, 
bur to be lifred up 1n the power of Gods Spi- 
ric, and ro converſe With himwho is inviſible. 
The dullneſs cf age hath more affinity with 
Earth, than the vigour of youth : which yet 
mult nor peiſwade old'M=n to. follory the 1n- 
clina:1on of agezand becauſe their backs are 
bowed With years, to think themſelves wat- 
ranred to debaſe* their Souls 10! earthly 
affeRions, but rather to conceive themſelves 
directed to lock themſelves out a:.burying 
place; entringinto a ſerious Medication of 


, 


che Grave, whiles their bodies by rhe. des. 
caies of age, are daily preparing for their 


' Jaſt diſſolution, imto rhoſe firſt earthly. Prin- 


ciples of which. they were componnd- 
ed, iy pi | 
[I'V. And as the quickneſs of ycung | 
Mens affeRtions (hould thas ſer them1n a | 

| 
Spfrics (whichis one cauſe of the quickneſs | 
ES Ci | 
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of their affeRions) doth exceeding well ſuiC 
with erue grace and holineſs, The Air ' 
vity, and (as the Country-word 15) the Mer- 


tle thatis in the younger ſort 18 very ſuira- 


ble coan holy Converſation. This 1s one 
thing which makech many men faliely co 
think, that Religion is nor ſeemly for youth ; 
bur theſe are ſuch as know not the power of 
godlineſs, and therefore think it robe a lum- 
pith dulling thing. Bur whar blindneſs 1s 
this to imagine, that the-blefled Spiric of 
God is aduller to the Spiric of a Man, when 
he worketh upon it by his ſanQifying- power 
and vertue! Noz,it is enough indeed to pur 
life into 4 dead hearc, when the bleſſed Spi- 
ric afforderh his gracious Influence unto ic, 
If the Sun doth dull and dead the Earch, the 
Trees, the Herbs in the Spring-cime, then | 
may ye imagine, thar-che Spiric of God doth 
dull che Spicirs of Menby SanRifying and 
Quickenins them. Ir taketh away indeed. 
their wildneſs ard madneſs, that 1s to ſay, 
their untowardneſs, unſeemlineſs, and un- 


. comelineſs ; bur it rather encreaſeth and pu - 


rifeth their kindly vigour, and giveth them 
yer a greater and an higher life, and maketh 
them more lively than before ; bur with a 
iweer, ſpiritual, and heavenly kind of Life. 
It is crue, that in the beginnings of grace 

| there 
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there is ſome drooping and dejegedneſs, byr 
that is but in che curn when they are coming 
Out. 'of their natural eſtate from nnder the 
Curſe and Wrath of God, Bur 1f once they 
be indeed ſer io a courſe of holineſs, and find 
che comforr of Gods love in Chriſt, they 
ſhall find themſelves more enlivened and 
quickened by the Spiric of God than they can 
be by nature only. Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty, ſaich the Apolile, 
The Spirie of Chriſt eplargecth che hearr, 
ſtciketb off che fetzers of Corrupiions, and 
maketh-ic more free and full of Life. There- 
fore David often calleth upon God to quick- 
en him. He was a man naturally of aquick 
temper, of a freſh lively Spirit, as appears 
' eth by that Neſcription given of him, 1 Sam. 
16. 12. He was ruddy, aud withal of a beau- 
tiful countenance, and goudly to look to.. But 
he xnew, that grace weuld quicken him 
more, and give him a heavenly aRtivity of 
Spiric, and\therefore d:fired to be more and 
more quickened by ice And how can the 
vigour andquickneſs of youth be betrer im- 
ployed than inthe work and ſervice of God & 
Is not the Service of God a race ? And who 
are ſo fit to run, as tboſe who are young,and 
of nimble Spirits ? Let as run with paticuce 
the race that is ſet before #5: and elſe-ntere; 


ſe 
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ſorunthat ye may obtain, Which as it im- 
plycch, a winged ſwifrnels, and quickneſs of 
Rirring aff:A10ns in the ſervice of God ; ſa 
2]ſo a ready diligence, and aQive chearfult- 
neſsin any work of his, to which the heavi- 
neſs of old age 1s a clogging hinderance ; 
and which doch exceeding well become the 
livelineſs.of youthful Spirits. 

V. Are young Men ftrong, and of able 
Bodizs? What is more comely for them, 
:h1n to ſerve the Lord with all their Strength ? 
The weakneſs of the Body, doch eyen make 
th2 Spiric fail and fainr, and hindererh ir 
many times in the Service of God. Strength 
1s an help in rhe wo:ſ{hip'of God 3 and the 
Spirir in a ſtrong Body, is' like a work-man 
tanding upon firm ground; which is an help 
and furtherance in the work. | 

VI. Are they full of courage, and vali- 
ant as well az firong 2 They can never with 
ſo much honour follow any other CaPrain, 
25 chey may fight, under the Banncr of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the Prince and Captain of their 
Salvatioo. No ViRtory ſo honourable for 2 
younz Man as to kill pride, and luſt in 
himſeFf, and to get the old red Dragon un- 
der his feer. To ſhed an enemies blood, 
s no way ſo honourable, as to Trinmph 
over $ataxs malice, One Maſtiff can tear 

| CUT 
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| ſaith concerning Marriage, 1f avy man think 
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our. another's Throat : one Bull can 20x 
an0ther's fide : one deſperate per{on can ſhe 
another's Blood : bur where 1s that glofiou: 
valour in a young Man, that (like Joſuah', 
followers) ſetterh his feet on the necks 0 
five Kings of Canaaxar once, that fubdu- 
eth his five Senſes, and overcometh all Tem: 

rations that enter in at theſe ? He that car 
firongly guard theſe Cinque-ports, anc 
ſtand out againſt all approaches 1n his youth 
he ts an honourable Souldter of Jeſus Chrift 
And if he 2o on, and overcome, He ſhall 
fit down wich him 19 his Throne, as he over: 
came and ſate down with his Father in hi 
Throne, Rev, 3.21. They thar fiehr rhi 
o001 Fight, may affure chemſelves, thar 1 
Crown of Glory is laid up for chem, whict 
they ſhall wear, when many renowned Cap- 
tains of the World, -who' have been: Tri- 
-umphane over their Enemies, Shall lye dow: 
in ſorrow agd confuſion. Bur as the Apollle 


eth that he behaveth himſelf uncomely toward 
his Virgin, if ſhe paſſe the flower of bur 
age, and need ſo require, let him do what hi 
will be ſinneth not, let them Marry, 1 Cor, 
7.36, So if any manthinkech that he be- 
haverh himſelf unſeemly coward the courzge, 
firengch, and valour of his Body and Mind ; 

| if 
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if he wear; out his yourh1n Peace, and do not 
ſhew himſelf in the Field, lec him know, 
char Religion doth nor. diſarme him, if the 
Cauſe be. 200d, and the , Warr- neceſſary; 
otherwiſe-ro fight in Publick Watrs,'is no 
more honourable, than-ir is to: aſſault -men 


| on the high-wayes ſide. And when a Chnfti- 


an hath a juſt Call co fight che Lords Battles, 
Religion doth not daunt, - but double his 
courage. True iris; Religion takes from 
him the Sword of Revenge, and 'command- 
eth him to pur it.up into1ts place 2 1t allow - 
ech him not co anſwer- every deſperate 
Ruftians Challenge, which 1s as uncomelyfor 
2 Wiſe young man as it istofight withievery 
Dog that barketh art him. - - CIS RS 
.V-HL. Js yourh accompanied many t mes 


' with health? what is more ſeemly-fer him 


that is well,than to do well, and to ſervehim 
faithfully © who giveth bim every hour, of 
health which- he enjoyeth ? The ſickneſs and 
crazines of old age is many times a great 
diftration and diſconragenert to the Ser- 
vice of:!God: therefore they are much de- 
ceived, -who make Repentance the work of 
the Sick-bed, and thick chat che fitteſt tine 
for that. wotk. | wy 
VIII. Is youth enctined ro#love ? Chriſt 
commundeth nothing bur love;and that which 
| | love 
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love,ſuppoſerh and inferrech : only ic requirs 
eth a more noble, divine, and excellent 
kind of love, and turneth ic upon a more ex-* 
cellent obje&, upon which ir 1s berter be- 
ſtowed than upon the common objeRs of na- 
tural love, F:z, upon God the chiefeſt good, 
_ upon ſuch things as are ſubordinate to 

Ln. 
IX. Is youth diſpoſed ro Mirth ? Grace 
is ſo farc from depriving it of chis, char he 
which never felt crus Grace, never came 
where ſound joy was. The heart is filled 
with peace and joy in Believing ; and rhe 
peace of God paſſeth underſtanding. Yea, the 
Ward of God callerh for joy. ReJjojce 8 
the Lord; again I ſay rejojce. It berrerech 
and encreaſeth our mirch, 1c doth por take ic 
from us. Ce | 

X, Conſider the young man in Relacion 
to. others, and you ſhall find nothing ſo] 

ſeemly for him as grace and holineſs, and a 
conformity ro the Word of God. Nocking 
more comely for a young man than ſoro car- 
ry himſelf coward his Superiours as the word 
of Gad diretech him, What more ſeem- 
ly for the younger ſorc, than ro give that ho- 
nour, reverence, reſpe& co Parents, Maſters, 
Aged People, which the word enjoynerh chem? 


A proud, unduciful, contemp cnous carriage 
18 
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in the younger ſort rowards their betters, doth 
worſe become jthem than any deformity or 
blemiſh in the body. A young man is nes 
ver more our of faſhion, than when he is 
careleſs of his duty in this behalf : and again, 
never more comely, than wheri he adorneth 
| his life wich chac modeſty and duriful reſpe& 
ro Which true grace dire&eth younger years. 
Ic is a ſingular ornament co a young man to be 
one of thoſe few which find out,and conſtanc- 
ly walkin the narrow way in their youthful 
daics. 


Cray, II. 
Ve. 1, His may (hew, that nothing doch 
worſe become the younger ſorc 
than fin ; Alicentious, ungodly, a looſe un- 
bridled converſation is a young man's great- 
_ eſt blemiſh, weakneſs of natural parts, ſhal[- 
| lowneſs of capacity,blemilhes of the body,are 
not ſo unſeemlyin a young Man, as propha- 
neſs, and want of true holineſs. Nothing cam 
worſe become ſuchan one, than to forger' or 
diſobey him that made him. No blemiſhin 
the face is ſo unſeemly, as an unruly congue, 
full of -vain and idle oathes, full of prophane 
ſwearing, full of curfing and bicrerneſs, ful 
of -wanron, rotten communication, full of 
ra(lipg, of ſcoffs againſt godlineſs, againſt old 
Age ; 
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Age ; or as alooſe-lufifuleye which-is rove. 
' ing and. wandring after vanicy, or an ear 
likening after idletales, and greedily taking 
io. falſe reports, ſuch-as:tend to the undeſer- 
ved diſgrace of others. A violent hand, a 
ſragling foot, they, are the. blemiſhes and} 
reproaches-of the younger ſort, And what 
is Dcunkenneſs, but the ſhame and Rain of 
chac-green and flouriſhing age ? when the witt 
in 1ts prime and-beft time ſhall be beſorred, 
and brought to a brutiſh dotage by che abuſe} 
of Gods gcod Creatures,and exceſs of drink, 
what is more unnarural and unſeemly ? The | 
Aupifying of the ſehſes, the faulcring of che 
feet, are they nor the ſymptoms of old age > 
yes. Whac then 1s-mbre unſeemly for - youth, 
rhan to over-burthenit ſelf ſo with drink , 
a$s:t0 loſe for the time its witts and leggs? 
- Ohdo nor count this a matter of: credit thus 
to keep company ! this 1s your ſhame. The 
fin of Whoredom, which 15 the young Man's 
 Zoar, he counts-it: 2 lirtle one, and hither 
he would: fly for contentment, when the. 
Watd.chrearneth Fire and Brimſtone, againſt 
this. fra from Heaven, Ic is his Dalilab, 1n 
chelap of which ſinful pleaſure he chinketh 
he may-fleep ſecurely by che priviledge of 
yourh.Bur che Scriprure ſaith, /r z5 a-deep ditch 
P:oy. 23.27, And therefore moſt —_— 
| An 
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And as it is dangerous, ſo moſt ſhameful and 
unſeemly, It 18the dehilement,he blaſting 
of the flower of youth : icis che very ſnare 
of the Devil, whereby many'young ones are 
held Captive by him ac his will, 

The fin of ftubbornneſs, and contempeu- 
ous carriage towards Superiours in years, or 
otherwiſe, it is moſt unſeemly for thoſe of 
the younger ſort ; it layech open the ſhame 
of their folly ; .and when they think highly 
of their own witts, .and (perhaps) ſcorn the 


advice of their Auncients,they make it known 
' to the World, that chrough the greatneſs of 


their folly, they know nor chemſelves, nor 
cheir places aright, nor what becometh them. 
Idleneſs, and Vanity are moſt unſeemly for 
them; the loſs of theſe precious daies of 
youth ; to ſleep away theſe beſt daies, or ro 
crifle them away,Whiles the Sun ſhinech upon 


. them, It is moſt unſeemly. 


Finally, to live in 1mpenicency and ſecuti- 
ty, Dot to ſeek the love -and favour of God in 
Chriſt ; to pur off Repencancertill ofd"Ape is 
moſt unſeemly. and uncomely, To fleep all 
the day and putoff a man's main buſineſs un- 
til nighc,1s moſt fooliſh.and uncomely.' Con- 
verſion to God, it isthy main wattk, and the 
beginning of all the work and ſervice, which 
chou doelt for him that made thee, and gave 

| chee 
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chee thy life, and continueth it cothee every 


hour, Thov doſt never cruly pur "thy ſelf 


 Inco his Service, until chou arctruly:converc- 
ed an{4rurned unto him. All that chou doſt 
in the Worſhip of God before, is no true 
Service, no work of a faithful Servant, ac- 
ceptile unto God : therefore ro give him 
char give rhice all rhy daies, no part of theſe 
beſt daies of yourh ; to give him that gave 
chzeall thy Rrehgrht, no parc of thy Rrengrh : 
co give” him that gave. thee all thy witt and 
underfianding, norhing- bur the ruines and 
decays of wict, memory and underſtanding 


in old age, or fickneſs, is moſt unſeemly 5 


and ſuch 3s cannor any way become any one 
that would be catled a Chriſtian : eſpecially, 
if choitconfidereft, char when thou deniett 
thy beſt cime ro God, he may juſtly deny 
rheche reſt of chytime which chou hopeſt co 
enjoy, and cur thee off in thy ſins. 


— (CH 4p. TY 
Vc. % "FT His fhould reach Parents and 
| Mſters,;that bave any of the 

younger ſort under their - charge, to be very 

careful and dfigent ro'teach them what doth 
moſt of Whecome them, even che fear of 

Godz-and Faith unfeigned, Inftead of teach- 

wg them vain faſhions which chey are too 

apt 


_ 


hs wi 
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apt co learn of them , to teach chem hat ic . 
will beſt become them not to faſhion them- 


| ſelves according to this evil world, buc co be 


transformed in che renewing of their mind : 
co teach them , thar. the words of heavenly 
wiſdome, the word of God laid up 1n che 
hearc , and (hewed forch 1n che life , will be 
their richeſt . ornament. . Let chem know, 


how well Humility, Modeſty, Temperance, 


Chaſticy, Sobriety, Holiae's and che know- 
ledge of God wiil become them, Ler them 


| not only be caught how £00d theſe things 
are, but how ſeaſonable, how fic chey are ; 


how ſeemly for them ac thoſe years, how ne- 


ceſlary. Let them underftand how 1ll it be= 


comech them ac this age ro want theſe Jewels, 
and what deformity the contrary fins do pur. 
upon them. As it becometh them of youn- 
ger years to be thus qualified, ſo it becos 
mech you char are elder, by all means, both 
In word and converſation, to (ſhew them whasz 


becomerh thems 

-.- ... Can 1 = 
aſe Tf Grace and Holineſs are comely, 
\.. , L ornaments of Youth; then how, 


 uoſcemly is ic for choſe that have paſſed the 


daies of Youth, co continue yer without ir ?: 
baſt thou our-lived chby Youth, and baft. 
Þ chow 
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no work of a faithful Servant, ac- 


gve-ctice'all rhy daies, no parc of theſe 
betd"gaiex of yourk:: to give him that gave 
chealihy Rrehget no parc of thy Rrengeh : 
co EVE vthac gave: th 
underflanding, noching-bur the ruines and 
deciyscf 'wict, memory and underſtanding 


in old ee; 'or fickneſs, is moſt unſeewly 3 ; 
and fuch as cannor-any way become any one. 


that would be catled z Chriſtian : eſpecially, 
if choſfconfidereft, that when thou deniett 
thy beſt-time ro God, he- may juſtly deny 
chad hereſt of chyrime which choy-hopeſt co 
enjoy, an. curthee off in thy: fine, 


Cn ak. 
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younger ſort under chit - 
exeful and dlig rtrofeach t 
Godjran Vat unfcigned, Infead of teach- 


og ow vain faſhions which shey. are- tos 
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> nnto God: therefore ro give bim 
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them, even the” fear of 
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apt to learn of them , ro teach chem that ic. 
will beſt become them not to faſhion them- 
ſelves according to this evil world, buc co be. 
transformed in che renewing of their mind : 
ro teach them , thar. the words of heavenly 
wiſdome, the word of God laid up in che 
hearc , and (hewed forth in che life , will be 
their richeſt ..ornament. . Let chem know, 
how well Humilicy, Modeſty, Temperance, 
 Chaſticy, Sobriecy,  Holiaeſs and che know- 
| ledge of God wijl become them. Lec them 

not only be caught how good theſe things 
are, but how ſeaſonable, how ficchey are 3 
how ſeemly for chem ac thoſe years, how ne+ 
ceſſlary. Ler them underftand how ull it be= 
comerh chem ac this age co want theſe Jewels, 
and what deformity the concrary fins do pur. 
upon them. As it becomerh them of youn- 
ger years to be thus qualified,, ſo it becos 
mech you char are elder, by all means, bath 
In word and converſation, to ſhew them what 


| becometh them» 4 

ef. . Cu Pe: TV; -. D} 
aſe Tf Grace and Holineſs are comely, 
...c., L ornaments of Youth ; chen, how, 
yoſcemly is ic for choſe thar bave paſſed che 
daies of ,Yourh, co continue yer withaut it 2; 


baſt chou our-lived cby Youth, and baft. 
| : EF chou 
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thou not yer done that which thou ſhouldeſt 
have 'done in thy Yourch? Nor yet ſo re- 
membred thy Creator as co tnarn unto him, 
and to ſeek him with thy woole hearc ? Oh 
blame thy ſelf for this before the Lord ! and 
if thou haſt lcſt the fiſt ſeaſon, rake heed 
thou doeſt not foreſlow the latter, Art thou 
now paſt the Spring of Youth > Ic 18 more 
than time thou hadit ſown 4n Tears / The 
Harveſt draweth on , and then 2s a man hath 
ſowen, ſo ſhall he reap. He that hath ſowen 
tothe Fleſh , following his luſts and his will 
ſhall of che fleſh rezp corruptien 3 bur Ht 
that ſoweth co the Spirit , being led by the 
Spirit in the wayes of holy obedience , (hal 
of the Spirit reap life everlaſting, Thin 
then with thyſelf, if ir be a ſhame for your! 
men to be without Grace;it 13 a double ſham! 
for me that am paſt che dates of Youth ! 
God hath ſhewed thee patience in not cuttir 
thee off inthe fins of Youth, oh take hee 
of abuſing that patience any tonger ! . Wil 
thou fin becauſe thou haſt eſcaped hitherto: 
God forbid | "The longer thou haſt ſinned 
the more haſt thou provoked the eyes d 
Gods glory, the more dangerous is it to cot 
tinue any longer. in fin, The longer 
Fig-rree had cumbred the ground, the near 
it was tothe cutiung down ; the more it 1 
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in davger of the Axe. Therefore repenc 
heartily and ſpeedily of the {ins of Youth ; 
and yet whiles thou maiſt do ſomewhat for 
che Lord , haſt ſome ſtrength and abilities 
for his ſervice, let him have thy heart and 
hand, thy body, thy ſoul: ſacrifice chÞ ſelf 
co him, Cconſecrate thy whole man to his 
worſhip and ſervice even in thy middle-age. 


| | Caf, V. | 

Uſe 4. JF F Grace be the ornament of Youth, 
' then doubtleſs Sin mnſi be the 
ſhame of Old Age. Whar, an old man, an 
old woman , and yer a graceleſs finner? A 
gray-head found in the ways of unrighteouſ- 
ne\s,the ways of folly? What 1s this bur to be 
a ſpeAacle of reproach among men ? How 
many years haſt chou lived an enemy to 
God ? Couldeſt thou find no time for recone 
citation in thy Youth , nor in thy middle 
age ,' nor yet now thou art thus far gone In 
years? What is an |mpenitent old man, but 
a kind of monſter among men ?- What # 
ſhame is it to ſee a eray-head quafhog by the: 
fire-fide in an Ale-houſe ; a .man of fifcy or 
fixty years hauntipg the Ale-houfe , and 
Wanton dallyance, A profane Oath in an 
old mans mouth , how odious and ſhamefull 


] Wit? Is it not a double ſhame for old men 


F* - os 
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to be more and more coverous the elder.they 
are, to cleave more and more'cloſe to the 
world ? As one thac 1s cobe executed , if he 
hach his hands at liberty when he 1s turned 
off the Ladder , will catch hold again, and 
cling faſt unto ir,being loth ro let go his hold: 
ſo fych a one being ſummoned by death co 
leave the world, carcheth hold again, faſten- 
_ Ing his very heart untoir, and cleaving more 
Rrongly and more cloſely thereunto. How 
much better were it to have looſened the 


heart from the world by unfeigned repen- 


tance, that the world and ic may pare with 
eaſe ? For part ye muſt, though thy heart 
ſhould be pulled 1n pieces In parting, How 
111 doth ir become an old man , thar all this 
While he hath nor learned to ſee into theva- 

nity of the world, which a wiſe man in a 
lictle cime of experience may eahily diſcern? 
O thou old finner , learn greatly then to be- 
wall the fins of thy Youth , that length of 


tlme wherein thou haſt gone on in fin, wheres | 


In thou baſt hardened thy bearc , and refifted 
the ſpirit of God-: and now be very earneſt 
with the Father of metcies, to paſs by the 
multitude$ of thy fins, whch in theſe many 
years of thy life, thou halt made thy ſelf and 


others guilty of, 


CIR Too ERR 
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Cnayr, VI. 
Hſe5.V Aftly, yea that are young » let this 
enter into yovr hearts, and be ye 
perſwaded that nothing doth ſo well fic you, , 
nothing ſo well become your years, as tore- 
member your Creator as to know, to love, 
ro fear, to ferve and obey him that made you, 
Now is the Spring, now is the time of ſowing 
In cears,even in your Ycuth:and if ye ſow ſo, 
ye ſhall in Youth reap the firſt fruits of com- 
forc. Now is the day , and therefore work 
now ; the nipghr cometh , darkneſs cometh : 
yea the night of ſpiritual darkneſs and blind=- 
neſs of mind may come, a dreadfull sloomy 
ni-he may ſhade your Souls, the ſpirir of 
God withdrawing his light, again which 
you have ſo long {inned in the pride of 
Youth, and Saran drawing a black yail over 
your Souls:then there is a woful night wichin; 
che night of an hardened hearc chat cannor 
repent, and of 4 ſeared conſcience ,” and # 
reprobate ſenſe may come , when nonecan 
rihtly work the works of God. Oh then!whar 
an extreme folly js ir for you now to ſleep in 
Sin whiles it is day, and whiles mercy is 
offered*, and the way of life ts ſhewed, and 
the works which God hath ordained: for his 
people ro walk io, arc laid before you ? Now 
'F 3 chen 
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then ic becometh you tro flee youthful 
luſts, and not to lay till they flee you : Now 
leatn ro hate all fin, ( and eſpecially the fins 
to which your age enclinetn you) even as 
Death, as Hell. Do not chink that che fins 
of Youth will become you , becauſe Youth 
isenclinable co them, bur rather rbink they 
are ſo mucb the more unſeemly, becauſe na- 
cure corrupted , enclineth Youth unto theme. 
Sin is ſo contray unto that wefig,. and righr 
order of things whch God hach made., thacr 
ir enclineth men _.co thoſe things whcb are 
moſt unſeemly for them, And this muſt 
needs beſo, for Sin is moſt contrary unto 
God ; now God by his work enclineth eve- 
ry Creature to that which becometh ic : and 
ſo by bis work upon manin the Creation , he 
did frame in him a_propenſion and inclina- 
cich to that which did every way become 
him bet, Now Sin being quite contrary 
unto God , and ſeizing upon man's nature, 
did ſo corrupt it, as to encline ic to that 
which is moſt unſeemly for it. So mann 
general 1s enclined to earthly, to bodily, and 
ſenfible things , ſurable tothe body, and to 
pegteR beavenly and ſpiricual chings , which 
are {utable to his Soul and inner wang which 
(conſidering the nature and (creation of man) 


3s moſt abſurd and unſcemly ; as if 2 wan 


ſhould 
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ſhould be more carefuHl of his foot than of his 
Head. What compariſon 1s there between 
che Sonl 'and che Body ? Is not that of far 
oreater excellency than chis ? How unſeemly 
a thing is it to ſcek the ſarisfying and con- 
renting of the bady, rarher chan of rhe ſpirt« 
eual and better part of a man's ſelf > So Sin 
enclineth old men in aze to become mote 
earthly and covetous chan before ; Now this 
is moſt unſeemly. So the Heathen could 

obſerve , counting it as fooliſh and abſurd 
for an old man to grow more covetous , and 
eager afrer the world , as for a Traveller co 
provide hmſelf (o much the 'more carefully 
for his Journey » the nearer he cometh to his 
Tnne, or Journey's'end, Were it not an 
unſeemly folly, when a man is even at 
home, and ſeeth the ſmoak of his own Chim- 
ney,to ſeek about carefully for a freſh Horſe, 
and other neceſſaries fir for a Journey of ma- 
ny hundred miles ? So what more fooliſh 
and unſeemly chan for an old man, travel- 
ling to his laſt home, co be the more carefull 
of earthly rhings, rhe nearer he cometh te 
"his grave , which are uſeful co him only by 
the way? And as fin cnclinerh old age to 
that whch is moſt unſeemly ; ſo alſo it doth 
younger years, Oh do not think theſe things 
ſeemly for thee, ro which Niture, corrupted 


by 
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by fin enclineth thee ; no more than that is 
wholſome for a ſick man , to which his Sto- 
mach; vitiated by a diſeaſe doth move him, 
Efteem Grace of all things, co be the richeſt | 
ornament: pur on Chriſt Jeſus , rhat thou 
maiſt partake of the beauty of his Grace and 
Spicic, who is the faireſt of cen thouſand, 
-thar:cbou maiſt be one of thoſe In whom God 
-bimſelf through ChriR Jeſus 18 delighted, - - 


A em 4 ® " © 
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SERMON Iv.. © 
'Eccleſe 12+ Is FR the daies of thy youth. 


Cnap. 'D 


I N che next place we may obſerve, under 
what terms the dates of Old Age ate 
oppoſed to tiie daies of Youth : it 1s wa- 
der the notlon of evil daies.. They are oppor 
_ Jedio che daiesof Youth, as.evil to- good; | 
therefore, hence | obſerve, | | 

- ; Obſ. That tae daies of Youth, are good 
daies. Jo the oppolition teacheth us to in* 
ferry for they are ſuch daies as men enjoy, 
while the evi! daies come net. The Hebrews 
call young men by ſuch & name 2s imploy- 
ech choice ;. ayd a young man in that-Lan- 
"E298 F | ou age, 


? 
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guageis as much-as a choſen or ſeleed may, 
2aman picked ont.of the muluicude for ſpecial 
uſe : amd ſo. the time of Youth is expreſſed 
25 2 choſen ſeleted time, So in this very 
place ; for as he had ſaid before, Bevie II. 
9. Rejoyce O yonug man, or Othou _ .- 
== Vealefled _ - So here. So 
member thy Creator in the dates of thy . 
Youth, PNVNA W202, or thy chorueſt dates, 
So that ye ſee-the ordinary expreffion uſed in 
primicive {1gnificare Tongue , which is (as 
1; were ) the founcain of all Languages , no- 
z2ech 'our the cime-of Youth unto us: as 
a 200d, yea, as a choice ſeleced time, So 
much ( Ithink) the.Pſalmiſt implyeth too. 
Pial, 71.17, 18. O God thou baft taught me 
from my youth ; and hitherto have 1 declared 
thy, wondrous. works, Now alſo when, I am 
old, and gray-headed', O Ged forſake me not, 
&c, where he ſeemerh to ſer che daies of @ld 
Age againſt the daies of Youth , as evil a- 
 g£ainſt good. O thou haſt raughe me from 
my Youth : Thou haſt vouchſafed: me thy 
preſence, thy Spirit to teach and guide me. 
in choſe good and pleaſant dates of. Yourh: 
thoſe good daies, when I in confidence of 
thy preſence and affiftance encountred the 
'Pear-and Lion, and reſcued my' Lambs; 
Tnoſe daies when I aflaulced the Philiftize, 


and 
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& cook away the reproach from 1ſraets Thoſe 
dajes, when with a lively and' raviſhed Spi- 
it, Ileaped and daunced before the Ark : 

But now the evil dales of Old Age, the win- 
cer of my life is growing upon me: the times 


are coming when I ſhall fee no pleaſure in | 


chem ; when” Clothes ſhall ſcarce ſuffice co 
warm tne :\*and cherefore tiow , O my God! 
forſake me not; withdraw nor thy preſence : 
now in ſpecial I find need of thee, rhar chou 
maiſt make thoſe daies 'S00d unto me 
through thy love and Spiric , - which otherwiſe 
fig would make exceeding evil and wofull to 


me.. 
Cnae., II, 


\Y 7 Herefore , that this may be made 
Y -. more clear untous , 'ler us confider 
how, and in whar refpeRs the daies of Youth 
arecalled good daies. They are good dates, 
7. Becuſe they are the firſt dates of 1 
man'slife, Childhood isbur ( as it were) 4 


preparative to the life of man : Children, | 


while they are Children, have bur ſome im- 
 perfe& beginnings of the life of reaſon, which 
15 the proper and peculiar life of man : chere- 
fore we'may reckon the dates of Youth , as 
che firſt dates of ' man's life, when he firſt 
| beginneth to live as a man, and to live che 
: life 
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life of reaſon in ſome degree of perfeRion. 
Now yz know,thar the firktin every kind hath 
che preheminence; the firſi-born of men, 
the firings of beaſts ; the firſt-fruits of che 
earch; che morning of the day ; che firlt age 
of the world; the ſpring of the year. Yo there 
| 14a kind of preheminency | in the firſt daies of 
man's life , which are the daies of Youth ; 
they are a man's prime and his good daies, 

2,: The dates of Youth are : 900d. daics, 
becauſe ordinarily chey are che daies of beſt 
health and ſtrength : dates wherein we are of 
able bodies for any ſpecial ſervice. . For al- 
chough it be erue, that. in.che worſhip of God, 
bodily .gxerciſe profiterh bur lictle, in com- 
pariſon of rhe inward power of oodlineſs ; 
yer-ſtrengch and health, waen they are made 
ſerviceable to a anRified upright heart, are 
of ſpecial uſe, borhin the immediate worlhip 
of God,, and 1n the performance of many 
offices of love, which we ought co dotowards 
our Brethren in the Lord, Aens ſana in 
corpore ſano ( as they ſay ) a ſound mind, and 
an heavenly ſpiric , furthered 1n che worſhip 
and ſervice of God , by a (trong, heal:by, 
well-rempered body ,. hath a great cad vantage 
in it's work ; and in that caſe , the daics of 
bealch and Rreneth are good. daies, In 
Prayer ; alchough che Rrength and force. of 

| Prayer 


76 A Memenio to Young and Old. 

Prayer doth not lie in che firengrh” of the 
fides,or loudnes of the voice; yer ir is no ſmal 
adyantavge to the Spirit , when in it's fervour 
and ftrengch of affeQion, 1 it gathererh up and 


purterh forth all it*s powers in earneſt ſup. 


plication before rhe chrone of Grace:; if 
chen ir hath a ſound healthy body , able to 
bear the intention of aferyent ſpirit, without 
fainting or diſtra&ion. You know that if 
the arrow be long, and drawn to the head, 
It 15 necdfull that the bow and the Arins 
ſhould be of ſuffictenr ſtrength to hold draw- 
ins. And a Chriſtian , char will not content 
himſelf ro ſhoor rhoſe fools bolts, mentioned 


* Eccleſ. 5. 1+ but defirethto ſend forth wing- 


ed fh:frs of fervent Prayerchar ſhall pierce 
the Clouds, and enter che Heavens, findeth 
jt an help not to be deſpiſed , when che 
ſtrength and health of his body is ſuirable co 
the vigour"of his ſpirir, This holdeth ( as 
ye may y cafily conceive ) in thoſe exerciſes of 
hearins, rezding, medication, &c. 

3. Daies of Youth are times wherein the 

wers of the Soul are alſo quick , lively and 
able by the communion with the body, The 
Soul by reaſon of ir's near conjunRion of the 
body bach | it's Childhood, Youth and decay* 
ingrime. In younger years it hath thoſe gol- 


dendaies, wherein the underſtanding is quick 
| in 
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in apprehenſion, teachable, and aprcoreceive 
impreſſion; che Memory fairhfull,the Judge- 
ment good and ſound ; the AﬀeRions ſtrong 
and ftirring : Therefore theſe are the good 
daies wherein it is fit to be uſed in the work 

and ſervice of God. And as in che Spring, 
| all theſe concurring together , the Trees in 
their freſh clothing ; che face of the Earth 
renued, the beauty of Herbs and Flowers, 
rogether with the Sun's ſhimog brightly in 
kis trength and glory , make up good dates; 
whereas in the Winter, che brightneſs of the 
Sun maketh bur an imperfc& good day, whiles 
the Trees and Fields are ſtripped , dead and: 
withered ; the ground covered with mire and 
dirt: ſothe meeting of theſe rogether , the 
birth-righr of Youth, che ſtrength and healchr 
of the Body , the quickneſs of che Senſes, rhe 
aRiveneſs and abundance of the Spirits, 'the 
perfe&ions of the Soul , &c, make che dajes 
of Youth good daics: whereas, although in 
the winter of Old Age the Sun may ſhine 5; 
the principles of wiſdome ftored up in Youth 
may be preſerved ; yer there are thoſe defes 
naturally clogging char dying age, which do 
eclipſe the brightneſs, and leſſen the good- 
neſs of thoſe daies, | 


Oo 
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Cyae, II). 
Uſe 2.7] may ſerve to reprove thoſe, 
who do allow ſome fleſhly liberty 
fo the daies of Youth. Many,who themſelves 
are aged, our of a kind of tatherly experien- 
ced gravicy ( as they would have men chink ) 
2nd ont of a kind of moderation , to which 
their years have brought chem: ( as they will 


have -us believe ) do give liberty ro a kind 
of latitude 1n che ways of Yeuth; and young 


men: mult be born with. Who Joakinh but | 


char there is a Chriſtian moderation and 
compailion to be exerciſed towards ſuch in- 
ficmities of the fleſh , which the Spiric wrefts 
Jeth and laboureth againft etther in young or 
old; when che heart being SIVen up to Chrif, 
and brought under the ſoveraign command 
of his olorious Goſpel and bleſſed Spiric, 
cannot yet wholly free it ſelf from the law 
of Rebellion , nor utterly ſhake off the body 
of Deach ? Bur our of a pretence of levity* 
ro flatter the enormiries of Youth,'and coex- 
. cuſe thoſe vitltous unbridled courſes » Which 
- tain che glory of thoſe -beſt dates ; whar is ir 
bur co ſay, that bard Froſts, deep Snows, In- 
undations, rhick mire and dirr,” are nor to be 
accounted range in May, nortobe wonder- 


ed at inthe prime and ſpring of the year, Ts ic 
to 


—_— 
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ro be endured, when the bz(t dates of a man's - 
life are waſted away in ſuch courſes as are 
contrary to the end tor which a'man liverh ; 
moſt contrary to the gory of that great God, 
who hath given chem theſe choice dajey of 
"Youth. To ſpeak plainly ; when are you 
more carefull to fence your Copſes, Paſtures, 
Meadows , than in the Spring : and will ye 
ſay the ſpring of our lite ( which 1s the time 
of Youth ) may be laid open to the inva- 
ſion of luſts, ro the aflaults of Satan, to the 
pleaſures of Sin? Ler other men applaud 
their own gravicy, and condemn the raſh- 
neſs of others; 1 cannot believe thar Solowen 
wanced either years, gravity, wiſdome or due 
moderation, when he checked rhe folly of 
Yourh 1n an holy Irony, Ecc/eſ. 11, and ſet» 
reth before all vain young men the Judge- 
ment of the erear day , ſhewing chat for alt, 
theſe things, even theſe excefles of Youth, 
chey ſhall be made co give account: nor 

when he did put down chis ſerious admoni- 
tion In the words of this Text, backed with 
ſo many prefling motives, Remember now thy 
Creator iz the daies of thy youth, while the evil 
Anzes come not, &c, and had there been any 
defe& in the pen-man, yer I am ſure the 
Holy Ghoſt whch held his band , would not 
have ſuffered him to write one ſy}{able amiſe, | 

| Neither 
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Neither doth the Pſalmiſt returo an anſwer 
ſurable co theſe mens conceics when the 
queſtion 1s moved, Wherewithall ſhall a young 
mas cleanſe hit way ? bur quite contrary, 
By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 
'Where ye ſee borh the Rule by which, and 
che manner how they are to frame their 
Courſes , requirech a ſpecial firi&neſs. The 
very Word of God, that pure and holy Rule 
of Righteouſneſs , and nor. che cuſtoms of 
the time, nor the ordinary practice , ror 
Juſts of yourh mult guide them, and this. 
Rule they muſt heed with much attention and, 
watchfulneſs , having one eye upon their 
Ways , 2nother upon the word 2 taking heed 


thereto according to the word, ever marking 


the Reps they tread , and obſerving how ir 
ſuirech with che prectous truch of God, Thig; 
is the wiſdom of che Ancient of daies, and 
wharſoever is contrary to It, gray hairs can- 
not exempt from folly, 


Cnavp, IY, 
SECT. 1. 


II, Fs ſhould perſwade the younger A 


ſor, not to make thoſe daies evil 

which God hach made good : Oh do not a- 
buſe your choyceſt daies to the baſeſt em-. 
| ployments. 


Pen 
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ployments. Think che ſpring of your age- 
£00 good for Satan, too precious for Luſt , far 
Drunkenneſs,, for. Vanity , roo good.o he 
fo ſpenc, that in old age ye ſhall nor be able 
to remember ic. without, ſhame, withouc a 
ting, ' Ye know what the Lord ſpake long 
fince to Iſrael, If, ye walk comrary unto me, 

I alſo will walk contrary nxto you, How can 
ye walk more contrary unto God , than to 

| make thoſe the worſt dates which he hach 

made che beſt Þ To have abuſed any.of God's - 
good Creattires under the Law had been (in , 
to have profaned che fi;ſt frujrs a double {y, 
to give any of our time to the ſervice of (in, 
Is unworthy of. a Chriſtian; , bur to abaſe 
the prime of Youth, and che crown of our 

years , che choice(t of onr daies. co chis fla-, 
yery.z whac is it bur co ſer our ſelves to croſs. 


[the Lordin the wiſdom of his wayes , and to 


make cheſe daies evil becauſe he hach made 
them good 2 Regard not thoſe, who ſcoff 1g. 
their carnal folly ar the unicigg of cheſe cwo 
togerher , Youth and Holineſs, as at an un-;, 
equal match: as if 4 young man and an cld 
woman were joyned together in muriage.. 


Afure tby ſelf, char pochng can ſo well be- 
come the beſt daies as the beſt affeRions, and 
he beſt converſation ; char _nocbing-1s more, 
{emly for a veſſe] of honour, than to be, 

H (8:{on2d” 
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ſeaſoned with' true grace and ſanRification; 
even While ic is now, 1n the dates of Youth, 
1 Foh. 2. 13, 14. 1 write unto you Jouny 

men , becauſe ye have overcome the wickel| 
oue, Again , {1 bave written nnto you Jonny 
men, becauſe ye are ftrong , and the word 
God abideth 1 you , and ye have overcome th 
wicked oe. Here 15 the excellency of your 
men , not-that they have ſo much ſtrength 
body , or daring Spirits co challenge or ly 
others on the ground ; as thar they hay 
ſtrengrh of grace , and power of the Spirity | 
wreltle with Satan in all his cemprarionf . 
and tread them under cheir feet ; when riff 
have the word of God abiding in them , af , 
powerfully enabling them to wreſtle wit | 
Principzlicies and Powers, and ſo to wreflff 
aS to overcome, Theſe are young meny þ 
whom the beloved Apoſtle of Chriſt voudf x 
ſafech ro write 1n a peculiar manner: uf a 
Indeed ſuch are young men, whoſe Youthy in 


man ought to deſpiſe. | Ir 
ut 
SECT. iL or 


*T"Ake heed then of making theſe golf ne 
daies of Youth co be evil daies, wif th 
God hath made good daies. _ Ito 

Qzeſt. But ſome will ſay perhaps , the 


are they made evil daies ? of 
j 
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_ Sol, I. 1 anſwer in general : The dates of 
Youth (200d in themſelves) are made 
evil , when they are ſpenr in unregeneration, 


- ſpent in a Rate of impenicency , withour 


ſound conyerfion to God , without holy 
communion: with him. Every youpg man, 
who Is not brought home to God by unfeign- 
ed repentance in his Youch , maketh the 


-daies of his Youth to be evil daies, Roms. 6, 20, 
21. When ye were the ſervants of Sin, ye 


were free fromrighteouſneſs : what fruit had © 


ge then in thoſe things whereof ye are now a- 


ſhamed ; for the end of thoſe things 1s death. 


W hiles a man is an unregenerate perſon, he. 
is a ſervant of Sin, and all char while he ma- 
keth his daies evil dates , his life an evil life ; 


q for he is not able to (hew any fruit char he. 


hath reaped of all his works and wayes; no 


| true benefit, no ſound comfort ariſeth out of 


u 


all-his courſes. So ic is with old men char live 
in the ſervice of fin without true regeneration: 
In like manner ic 1s in young men that are 
unregenerate , lec them do what they will, 
or can, ter chem fill chemſelves with all man- 
ner of earthly pleaſures; -ler them pleaſe 
themſelves every way , and do what they can 
to enjoy theſe dayes of Youth, walking in 


the wayes of cheir own Hearc, and in the fighc 


vf their Eyes, pleaſe their Senſes of all ſors, 
| G 2 87 
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&c. Nay,lec chem ſpend their daies of Yonth 
becter than ſo, even in Wats, in Study an(], 
| Learning, in gecting ſome uſeful 8& cominen- 
dable Trade; yer ſo long as they are unre 
oenerate, and do not ſeriouſly remembe; 
& corn to cheir Creator now 1n theſe daies 
cheir Youth , they have no true fruit (wort 
the having) of all cheir endeavours,of all rhe; 
daies of Youth, Now doth not a map ma 
his daiesevil daies, when be (pendeth th 
ſo, that no true good comerh of chem? wh 
they bring forth mote evil chan good ; 


| 

( 
much evil, as that che good that might cong j 
of them is not good unco them : for the end | 
of cheſe things 15 death, Whena mani ( 
ill haftening co his defiruRtion , running af 
cowards his death (as every one unconvertd þ 
is) whar fruit can there come of any thing {| 
he goerh abou; * All ye char are young, wil p 
pur off repentance and are not regenerat, 
nor labour to be ſo, ye make the dates of you 
Youth , which ye ſo rejoycein, evil dai, 
curſed dates, ye walk under che wrath an} Y 
curſe of God, and are not freed from the ſp 
ſenrence of condemvation. Whites ye ar th 
merry and jocund, whiles ycur Hearcs che ar 
you, ye do bur ſport Your ſelves in the midf de 
of your own miſery and dangers. Canfſt chat ur 


enjoy one good day whiles thou haſt no aſk 
rance 
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rance for 81 hour tobe free from the fire chae 


|, never goeth out ; Whiles thou Randeſt accur- 


ſed, and haſt the ſentence of condemn:tion 
wricren upon thy conſcievce, and not waſhed 
off by the blood of Chriſt ſpinkled by faith * 


| oh cheſe are cvil bicter da'es, if thou couldeſt 


diſcern chem rightly, wherein Heaven froms- 
ech upon thee, God is angry with thee ; and 
all thy fins remain unpardoned ! Therefore 
repent and make thy peace with Gud,, that 
ſo the daies of thy Yourh may be good daies; 
daies wherein thou maiſt be aſlured that God 
is appeaſed with thee ; dales wherein thou 
miiſt walk in the bright Sun-ſhine and lighe 
of his countenance; daies wherein thou mai 


havechy fruit in holineſs for the preſenc, and 


be aſſured that the end will be everlifting 
life : chen (hall che daies of thy Youth be 
g00d and bleſſed daies un othee, 


SEC 3. IL 

II. More eſpecially cheſe 20nd daies of 
Youth are made evil daies , when they are 
ſpent in any,ordivers of tho'e {ins to which on 
the one (ide You h is commonly sccuſtomed; 
and which on the © her (ide in a right conſi- 
deration of thinge, are m-.ft unſeemly and 

unhe for Youth. | 
I, Oae fin is whoredom : if any thing can 
& 3 make 
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make the daies of Youth, of good to become. 
evil daies, thjs will do it ; when the body, 
Which is as a Temple of the Holy Ghoſt; 
and ſhould be conſecrated and dedicated to 
him from the Grit building or framing of it 
as it were , ſhall be made a cage of unclean 
luſts, how great is chis prophanation ? If the | 
Temple.at Jeruſalem, when it was new builr, 
ſhouſd have been made a Stews (4s one of 
the Popes is ſaid to have made his Palace ) 
and then have been lefr tro be employed 
as a Temple for God when ic grew old and 
ruinous; would not the earch have opened 
her mouth ro ſwallow up thoſe who ſhould] 
have thus prophaned it? O young men! 
how dangerous 1s it then, whilſt your bodies 
are young, and ſhoyld be eſteemed and uſed 
as new-built Temples, wholly dedicated un- 
to God, his glory and ſervice, rodeiile them 
With thoſe fins, intending when they are old, 
decayed, and ruinous buildings (and not clll 
chen ) ro uſe them as Temples of the Holy 
Gholt, St. Paul ſaith , If any mar defile tht 
Temple of God, bim ſhall God deft roy, 1 Cot. 
3.17. Therefore if any one hath not kept 
his Garments dlean 1n this recard , let him 
without delay wath and be clean, waſh away 
his guilt by the blood of Chriſt ; wath away 
theſe Iufis and (infull inclinations by the 
| | Spirit 


Li 
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Spirit of Chriſt, by unfeigned repentance and 
amendment of Heart and Life : and for the 
. time to come (according to Davids counſel, 
Pſal. 119. 9.) Let them make clean their 
wayes from this foul fin, by taking heed unto 
them , according to ſuch parts of the word as 
theſe : Flee youthful luſts,but follow after righ» 
teonſneſs, fatth, charity, peace, with thens that 
call on the Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Tim. 2. 
22. Anci chat Whore-mongers and Adulterers, 
God will judge, Heb. 13.4, And that of St. 
Panl, i Thefl. 4.3, 4, 5. This 1s the will of 


| | God » C£VeRn your ſantlification , that Je (hold 


abſtain from fornication, that every one of you 
ſhonld know how to poſſeſs his veſſel im ſantiif;» 
cation and honour : not in the luſt of concs- 
piſcence , even as the Gentiles which knew wt 
God. | 
2. Drankenneſs ; which, 25 it 1s enough 
to make any part of:a man's life evil , ſot 1s 
a 2reatblemiſh to a young mans and maketh 
the daies of his Youth , evil and wretch:d 
dates, The wiſe man ſheweth, that che 
runes of Old Age do make the Keepers of 
che Houſe tremble, and the firong ones to 
bow themſelves; the Hands and Leggs to 
fhake, But how ſhamefull is ic for young 
men of firm and ſtrong bodies., to bring 2 
drunken Palſey upon themſelves , whereby 
G 4 . they 
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chey are ſtaggering in the fircers, their Legoy 
even failing them? or a brutiſh Lethargy, 
whereby they are nor able to ariſe from the 
lace where chey fit or lic? ye thar are 
rents look ro it, that yout Children come 
not inco ſuch infeAious company , as many 
entice them. Take heed ye chac are young, 
of beſorting your Brains and Underſtandings, 
which now ate naturally freſh and quick (if 
ever) wi.h this ſwiniſh fin : Confider that 
weighty Charge of our Saviour , Luke 21. 
34. Take heed, leſt at any time your Hearts 
be over-charged with Sarfrting and Dru- 
Renneſs, 

- 3. Pride 1s another (in, thatis enough to 
make the 'daies of Youth ro be evil daies. 
Thar which -made © good Angels wicked 
Devils , is enough to make the beſt dais 
of a man's life evil 2nd miſerable : What 1s 
more ſeemly fo: the younger ſort, chantrue 
modeſty and humility, which God accepteth, 
bleſſeth and crowne:h with graces here, and 
plory hereafter > What worſz than Pride 
and a diſdainful Carriage > want of farther 
experience ſhould make them in many things 


ro ſuſpend their Judgements, unleſs it bein - 


ſuch as are cleer and evidenc. Contempr, 

and ſcornfull hehaviour rowards the Antien:: 

Sclf conceit 3 as if Wiidom ſhould die with 
them: 


OY a _ — <= > 
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them: Self-will and Rubbornneſs; an un- 
moveable Stiffneſs in their own groundleſs 
opinions , and unwarrantable purpoſes, with 
orher fruirs of Pride; they do even deface the 
000d dates of Youth, and make them ev.l. 
4+. Jadleweſs is arocher fin Which marceih 
theſe good daies , which bringech not only a 
ruſt upon chem, out lecterh looſe the lufts 
of Yourh , and makech ir exceeding finful, 
If any (hould flee his fin ( as all ſhould ) 
then eſpecially the younger ſore ought to 
obſerve 1c abgve others, Is it not a miſery of 
miſeries , that thoſe golden daies ſhould be 
worn ont in {lugetſhneſs? that thoſe abilities 
of body and mind., which are at their beſt, 
ſhould want employment? and want they 
cannot, work they muſt ; they are made of 
ſuch a temper, that they cannot be withour 
morion. If the Heavens cannot ttand Riill, 
nor the Air fix it ſelf in one place, and abide 
without ſtirring, no more can the minds of 
young men , nor the thoughts of their hearts 
abide wichout inward workings of ſpiric. O 
young man! thou can(t not keep thine cye-ligls 
from Ricring ; : thy Lungs from moving ; thy 
Heart and Pulſe from bexting; 20d canſi thou 
keep thy Soul and the ; ffeRions of chy Hea:t 
from ſhirring , which are nore aCtive than 
any pare of thy body > No,,ch2y will have 

" their 
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cheir courſe: and 1f in any idle , ſlugeiſh 
careleſſneſs, thou letteſt chem go as a Ship 
without a Rudder or Pilot, the event 1s like 
to be wofull , and thou art running upon 
the Rocks; Satan filling rhe Sails of thy 
affeRions with contrary winds and helliſh 
ſuggeſtions, which drive thee from the Haven | 
of Peace to the guiph of everlaſting deftru- 
Aion. Whar a world of ſnares hath the 
D:vil ready for thee, whiles he finds thee 
idle ? How. many enticing objeRs, and dan- 
oerous temptations > When ſhouldeſt thou 
. provide againſt the winter of thy life , bur 
now. in the ſpring of thy daies > Old Age i; 
almoſt unteachable ; and if chou learreſt not 
inthy Youth, bur ſpendeft it in lazy 1gno- 
rance, it will be very hard (if not impoſſible) 
to learn in - thine old age, when thou art 
more ready to forget than to leatn, Ir is 1 
moſt miſerable ſpzRacle to ſee an ignorant 
old man or woman , which hath loſt che beſt] 
time of Youth in idlzneis, and not treaſured 
up the. principles of heavenly cruths : Ob 
| howuncapable are they of the things of God! 
how likely to periih for wint of knowledee, 
how uncapable of Knowledee ic-ſelf? Rell 
and eaſe 1s fitter for Old Ave, thin fo 
Youth: Labour, Diligence, Watrchfulneſs, 
Juduftry, are chings which become thoſe 
©9500 
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200d daies. In a word / when any fin a- 
boundeth,and any luſt prevailerhyit is enough 
to make the dayes of Youth evil daies, 
Therefore ye that are young , and yet enjoy 
the 500d daies of your life , do not ye make 
themevil,, Remember your Creator in the 
daieg of your Youth, rake heed to your ways 
according to the word of God , ſo (hall theie 
daies indeed be good datesto you, and you 
ſhall prepare your ſelves either for an ho- 
nourable Oid Age, or for a bleſſed end, and 
an happy death; prevencing the evils of 
Old Age, and putting you in poſſeſſion of 
everlaſting life, which never feelech che de- 
cays of Age. 

Finally, let me in a word beſeech thoſe 
who have already our-lived cheir beſt dates, 
to look back ſeriouſly and ſpeedily upon the 
times and courſes of their Youth, and ſee 
how thoſe daies have been ſpent, obſer- 
. ving what matter of joy and thanksgiving, 
or What cauſes of grief and humihſiatton they 
may find, and accordingly to be affeted, If 
you have made them evil dales , how ſhould 
you mourn for this? How ſhould you ſeek 
God now that it drawerch cowards the ele- 
venth hour, before the nicht cometh when 
no man can work : which burierh all ſecure 
loiterers and unprepared ones In an everlaſt- 


ing 
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ing nighr of utrer darkneſs, where is weeping 
and gn-ſhing of ceeth. The night cometh, 
the darkneſs is coming : yet before ir co- 
meth, do ye thar greac work, that your Soul 
may live and not die ecernally ! 


CHap, V. 

Ecclef. 12,1 — before the evil days come. 
OF che next point 1 (hall ſpeak very briet- 

ly, and thac is this, 

Ovgſerv, That the daies of Old Age ate 
evil daiess So the Spiri: of God here callerh 
chem, This the Holy Ghoſt here, and in 0- 
ther Verſes of this Chapter ſheweth in di- 
vers circumſtances. Here be ſaith, They are 
daies wherein there is no pleature ; daies 
wherein there is much matrer of erief and 
vexarion, liccle contentment : when a man's 
life 1s like gloomy daies, ſuch as Sc, Paw! mer 
with in his Sea-voyage , when neither Sun 
nor Starrs for many daies appeared ; to (ſuch 
daies Old Age is here compared ; daies of: 
darkneſs, wherein Sun, Moon and Starrs 
| have tir l:ght hidden and darkened ; and 
the Clouds return atter the Rin, Though 
the ſhowres fail, yet it doth nor clear up, buc 
the Clouds grow up, and gach:r rogerher a- 
ovin? ſo itisin Old Age, the end of one 


crouble | is but the begnn'ng of anather affli« 
ton 
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ion like co chat. In che words following 
theſe evils of Old Age are more particula;ly 
expreſied and numbred up, The keepers of 
the houſe dotremble ; the arms which are co 
ounrd and defend the body , ſhake with the 
Palſey: the Rrong men, che Leggs which 
are the pillars to bear vp this houſe of clay, 
begin co fail wich weakneſs, and ro double 
under their burcthen like poſts worn and 
weakened with age, The Grinders, the Teerh 
ceaſe,becauſe they are few,and the Windows 
(hall be darkned, &c, In a word ! we may 
ſumme up rhe evils of theſe Aged dates in 
theſe rwo heads: Evils of Loſs, and*Evils of 
Senſe. Theloſs of Contenments in God's 
good bleſſings: the iofs of abilicy for many 
eo0d Offices : on tlie other fide, the ſuffering 
of many inconveniences in body and mind, 
which makech a man a burthen to himſelf, 
being burchened with ſuch an heap of years. 


Cuar. VL 
Uſe F He uſe of this is to renew the for 
mer Exhorcation to the younger 
ſort, chat chey may prevent theſe evil daies, 
and remove the evil of chem by timely re- 
pentance , and ſincere obedience in their 
Youth, Impenitency and ungodlineſs makes 
the good dates of Youth tro become evil 
| ___ daies; 
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dates ; repentance and an holy converſation 
make the evil dales of Old Age to be good. 
Godlineſs is profitable to all chings, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, and (o it 1s profitable for all 
times, for times of Youth as well as times 


of Old Age ; for health , for fickneſs, for 


life,for death : it ſhall do thee 000d, and bar 
evil all thy dates, If Old Age bring fo many 
inconveniences With it, how careful ſhould- 
elt thou be to remove the guilt of thy ſins 
before the burthen of Old Age cometh upon 
thee? If cheſe wounds of thy conſcience be 
cruly healed by the blood of Chriſt aforehand, 
ſprinkled on "4 the hand of faith, then ſhall 
thy Spirit be enabled to bear the infirmities 
of Old Age; yea, thou ſhalt be able to do 
all things through the Spitic of Chriſt, 
ficengchening and ſupporting thee, Oh how 
miſcrably i is chat poor Soul burthened , that 
hath an heap of years, and an heap of ſing 
unpardoned, lying upon it ? but how bleſ- 
ſed, how honourable is the oray hoary head 
found i in the way of riohteouſneſs, whoſe un- 
righteouſneſs1s forgiven, whoſe ſinis covered? 
Such ſhall be Trees planted in thc houſe of 
the Lord , Which in their Old Age ſhall be 
more and more far and flouriſhing ; and 
their laſt works ( as it is ſaid of the Church 


of Thyatira , Revel. 2, 19.) ſhall be 
more 
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more than the firſt : cheir laſt daies betrer than 
the firſt, Such a good old age they ſhall have, 
as divers of the Saints are ſald to have had, 
Labour then ſo to live now, that the evils of 
your Age may be mitigated and removed, 
Brit on the other fide, how evil and wretche 


| ed muſt thoſe daies of Old Age be, which 
are accompanied withthe guilr of many fins ? 


when years encreaſe, and wickedneſs encrea- 
ſerh; when a man will not be admoniſhed, 


bur as he hach been rebellious in his Youth, 
ſo he will be oblinace in his Old Age? Oh 


cake heed of this! if theſe evil dates haye 


overtaken thee before chou haſt pur away thy 


fins, before chou hsft ſought the Lord wich 


all chy heare, repent now in the anguiſh and 
bitterneſs of chy ſoul. | 


— —— 


SERMON. V. 


Eccleſ. 12.1. —before the evil days come,& ce 
Cua?, 


"T Hus ye have heard, how Old Age is 
ſaid ro confift of evil daies : now here 
we ſee how the Holy Ghoſt doth call away 
the thoughts of young menfromche _— 
an 


wy ps js to 7, ouvp ad OH. 

2nd vanities of Youth, wherein they ate 
uſually drowned and over-whelmed: and pi- 
vech chem a foreſig ohc of a change : lerceth 
them know , chat ic will nor alwayes be thus 
wich chem z they muſt look for other times 
hereafcer co paſs over them ; now they have 
their g00d dates , their daies of Youth , but 


they mal perſyade themſelves there be aches | 
daies coming ; theſe good dates will noc lat | 


alwayes. Hence I obſerve, _ 

Obſerv. Thar ic is Chriſtian wiſdom to 
foreſee and provide for chavges.ere they 
come : it iS a braciſh and ſenſual folly co have 
the Heart ſo poſſeſſed and rakenup with pre- 
ſenc proſpericy anJ earthly concentments of 
| any kind, as nor £9, have any ſerious and ef- 


feQual regard of ſuch changes as. may be , 
brought upon us. Therefore the Spiric of | 


God having co do with young men in this 
place, who did pleaic themſelves in theme 
ſelves, and incheir preſenr youthful wayes, 


delights. and contencments , he ſetjerh , be- 


fore Their r eyes a lively image of Old Age ; 
wich the many evils, grievances, and blemiſh- 


es of it: yea, he leadech them along to the gl 


dzach*bed , and hangech our cheir winding- 
ſheer before their eyes ; and by the way pre- 
ſenterh them with many obje&s unplealing 


co ſenſualiry g and vain youthfull affeRions, + | 


Firft, 
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Fir, evils in general, and chen the loſs of all 
earchly pleaſures ; chen dimneſs and dark- 
neſs, weeping, cloudy weather, Ver. 2.and 
ſo he goeth on 1n the words following, Thus 
doth St. James deal with ſecure and carnal 
rich men, whoſe hearts did reſt with a kind 
of muddy contentment in their abundance of 
Snorldly things , not ſeriouſly thinking of ſad 
Falcerations that might follow, Jain. 5. 1,2. 
Go to now ye rich men;weep & bowl for the mi- 
ſeries that ſhall come upon you : your riches are 
corrupted, and your garments moth-eaten,&c. 
and ver. 5. Te have lived in pleaſure on the 
trth , and been wanten; je have nonriſhed 
jour hearts as in the day of ſlanghter. As 
the beaſt thac is full fed and fatred, is wanton 
[and frollick, feeding without fear or foreſighe 
{cf the Butchers Axe, even in the ſame morn- 
ing when he is to die before night, even in 
the day of Slaughter : ſo do ye pleaſe your 
ſelves, and ſatisfie your own luſts wichouc 
any ſerious confideration aforehand of che 
Axe of God's wrath, that lyeth at che rooc 
of all ſuch unfruicfull Trees, andis ready to 
[give an irrecoverable ſtroke : ye do not care- 
fully forethink of the evils that ſhall come 
Þon you , and therefore I preſenc theſe un- 
to your thoughts. We have a notable ex- 
wwple in ghis kind, both of wiſdom in | 
H ' Noah, 


Ho 


f - 
, 
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Noah , and of folly in the men of chat G 
neration living together with him, Heb.r1,7 
By faichNoah being warned of God of things 
ſeen as yetzmoved with fear prepared andrhy 
the ſaving of his Houſe , by the which he c 
demned the world , and became heir of t 
righteouſneſs which is by faith, Here my: 
bis notable faith and heavenly wiſdom. Hi 

Was Warned of Goa of things not ſeen 28 jt ;4 

not only of ſuch things as at that time we Fe 

4 


=—_ = i Gt-w% t_O 


not to be ſeen in preſent being, when herf 
ceived this warning , bur of things, theliþ 
whereof were never ſeen inthe world befayi 
of ſuch things as neither he , nor any of iþ 
Fore-fathers from Adamrs to his own tif tle 
ever had any experience of , viz» Thiftt 
things mentioned Geneſ. 6, 17. Beholdfo 
even T do bring a flood of waters upnlſur 
earth to deſtroy all fleſh , wherein xs the buf, 
of life from under Heaven; and every thfifi 
that is in the earth ſhall die. Theſe 
 Nrange things not ſeen as yer, nor &. 
heard of ſince man was created, thithh 
Lord at one firoke ſhould deflioy ſo all 
millions of bis creatures, not only men, 
men, and children, bur all other chings th. -- 
breathed, Ir was now a great work of Fife 
to believe chis, beyond the experience ofFPre 
the world, and againſt the mocks and ſc a 
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of the whole world; and great wiſdom to 
provide ſo carefully againſt ic , preparing an 
Ack for the ſaying of his Houſe : Herein he 
condemned the unbelief and folly of che 
world , whoſe ſenſuality , earthly-minded- 
neſs , and deep ſecurity, our Saviour decla- 
-xeth, Afatth. 24. 38, 1n the daies that were 
ibefore the floed, They were eating and drink= 
ing, marrning and giving in marriage , nutill 
ithe day that Noah extred wo the eArk, ard, 
brew zot Kntill the flood came, and took thens 
all away, Noah did foreſee, and prepare for. 
this norable change before it came; bur the 
world of che ungodly continued in deep an1 
wlead ſecurity : "They would not believe char 
the flood-gares of Heaven ſhould be opened. 
ſowide, as to pour down an univerſal deluge 
upon rhe eareh ; chey knew not, they conti- 
ered not of this wofull change , untill the 
food came, and cookthem all away. 


das ___ 
NA TOw the reaſons why this isto be ac- 
& Ycouned a point of wiſdom, neceſſary 
every Chriſtian, are, _ - 2 
I, Becauſe a- change. will certainly come,, 
eclef, x. 2, Vanity of vanities ( faith the” 
[ excher ) all is vanicy, All is vanity and 
licertaincy ; There is oo peperuity, nothing: 
| H 3 un- 


foo A Mementoto Young and Old: 
changeable in man, or in the outward conditi 
on of man here on earth; yea, many change; 
and ſtrange alterations may befall choſe thy 
ſeem to be in a moſt ſetled condition 5 man 
may come, ſome muſt come, Thou that arc 
in proſperity, maiſt fall into adverfity ; Thy 
thar art rich, maiſt become poor : : Thou thi 
haſt Children, maiſt become childleſs : Tho 
chat haſt Friends, maiſt become friendleſs 
Thou that haſt healch , maiſt have ficknely 
Thou that art young and ſtrong , maiſt be 
come old and impotent : Then that art all 
berty, maiſt be a priſoner, Theſe things mi 
come ; but there is anorher change that mu 
come, namely, Deatn, Thou «hat arc livis 
man or woman muſt be turned into a dat 
carkaſe : Thou thar art now reckoned amor 
the living, muſt be accounted among tit 
dead, Thou that now ſeeſt, heareſt, ſpeal 
eſt, walkeſt, &c, muſt become blind, ſpeect 
leſs, ſenſeleſs, not able to move or ſtir: 
corps Without life , breath or motion. Tha 
that now converſeſt with men , muſt be for 
oorten, and become 2.dead man out of mind] 
yea,thou that now fitteſt here at this cime,muk 
Il ſtand before the Lord's Judgement-Seu 
W! Oh then it is wiſdom to be aforehand wit 
| theſe chavges and alceratjons, that rhey mij - 
norſurprize and overtake thee upprovided. 

24 
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2, Ic is uncertain how , and when theſe 
changes ſhall come, Fm. 4. 13,14. Go to 
wow ye that ſay, To day or to morraw we will 
0 into ſuch a City, and contiune there a year, 
and buy and ſell, and per gam; whereas ye 
know net what ſhall be 8n the morrow : for what 
25 your life ? It is ever awvaponr that appeareth 
for a little time, aud then vaniſheth away : For 
that ye ought to ſay, if the Lord will, we ſhall 
live, and de this and that. Qurlife 1s ſo un- 
certain, that In that reſpe& it may rather be 
ſaid ro appear then ro be: and irc appeareth 
but for a very lictlecime, the date of itis ſ60n 
expiſed. Iciseven a vapour,and a vapour doth 
quickly vaniſh, riſetbin che morning, and is 


. diſſolved before noon: we may promiſe our 


ſelves years, but arc not ſure of the next day. 
So it proved in thar rich mans caſe, Soul, thow 
haff goods laid up for many years, He had a 
ſhorc anſwer, Thou foo!, this night ſhall thy 
ſoul be taken from thee, It 1s therefore 2 
neceſlary point of wiſdom to foreſee and pro- 


vide for this change. 


3. Great miſeries and inconveniences 
follow upon ſuch alrerations , when they are 
fot foreſeen and provided for : many oppot- 
tunictes are loſt, which never can be recoyer- 


ed; ſuch changes happen as depriye men of 


all ability of doing char which chey might 
; H 3 have 
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have done at eaſe, if they had foreſeen 
theſe things, and taken their rime : and men 
may look back wich many ſad thoughts, and 
much bircerneſs of ſpiric upon their negleQy 
and loſſes this way, when it is coo late, Some 
few daies, weeks, months, wilfully loſt and 
waſted before ; will. ſeem more worth nnto 
chem than all the world;and che treaſures and 
olory of the world , when once theſe changes 
have overtaken chem , and come upon them 
 unzTwares, and diſabled chem for ever, 

Much diſcomfort cometh upon this im- 
providence: when chavges happen which are 
grievous in themſelves; chey become more 
grievous to us for want of preparation. That 
which ip its own nature is a miſery, is made | 
double miſery cous,when we are nctprepared 
for it, What diſcomforc will fickneſs bring, 
when « cometh unlook'd for; and when we 
have not prepared for ic by ſearching aut 
hearts ; caſting up our accouncs ; getting 
affuxed pardon of our fins at the hands of 
God > when a fick body and a guilty con 
{cience meer together, there 1s a woful con: 
dition: When a man ſhall lie down in bhiy} 
death bed with the guilr of all his fins [ytog 
upon him , and preſſing upon his Soul, there 
is a grievous burrhen ; and eſpecially when 
death cometh , and findech him not regene- 
i TIS, race : 


ten 
en 
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rate ; findeth in him no other life , bur char 
which floweth from the union berween the 
Soul and Body 3 no new ſpiritual life iſſuing 
from an inſeparable communion between 
Chritt and him, Oh how wiil death inſulc 
over ſuch « one ? how will the name, the 
chought, the viſage of death difmay bim ? 
when it meeteth him alone, not joyned 
ro Chriſt , and entreth into a ſingle combat 
wich him ; nor ſtrengrhened by an happy u- 
nion With che Lord of life; will it nor tear 
him in pieces as a Lion mighr do a little Dog? 
Ic is a double miſery not to be aforehand with 
death, not to be provided for this change. 

4. ona the other fide, much eaſe , much 
good, much comfort followeth.upon a time- 
ly forefight, and wiſe preparation for ſuch 


_ changes. When a ſad and ſudden change 


was brought upon Hezekiab; a (harp fir of 
fickneſs ( ſuppoſed to have been the Plague ) 
and a peremptory meſſage from rhe Lord by 
che Pcopher ; Set thine Hoaſe m order y for 
thox ſhalt die and not live, Did it not won- 
derfully eaſe his burthen, rhat be was ſo 
well prepared for this change, and able to 
ſay ( his conſcience bearing him witneſs ) 
2 Kings 20. Je .4 beſeech thee O Lord , re- 
member xow how I bave walked before thee it; 


irnth, aud with a perfett heart ; and hay: done 
: H 4 $ aa 
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that which is good in thy ſight. What a com- 
fort will it be, when thy health is turned into| 
fickneſs, thy ſtrength into weakneſs ; when 
th ou artfaſtened tothy bed, and haſt received | 
in thy ſelf the ſentence of death; if then 
| thou findeſt thy ſelf provided for this change, 
A ſweer comfort 1t ſhall be in old age (when 
the Graſhopper is a burden, even the lighteſt 
thing) ic ſhall then eaſe that burden of years 
that makes thee Roop ; 1f thou didſt intime 
foreſee and provide for it, turning - to the| 
Lord aforehand ; thar ſo thy gray hairs may 

be found in the way of righteouſneſs. 


| HA; IT. | 
#ſe _— may ſerve to reprove the 

| great ſenſnality and ſecurity that} 
15 naturally among us; that we look at things 
. Preſent, and do not ſeriouſly take to beatrt 
ſuch changes as may befall us. A Com- 
ment upon Pſal, 49. would be a fit enlarge- 

ment of this uſe, where the Pſalmiſt diſcour- 
ſeth excellently of this point 3 both ſhewing | 
the folly of men truſting to outward things 
23 to certainties , and declating his own ſpirt- 
tual wiſdom which God had taught him in 

preparing for any changes that might befall 
bim. Firſt, he calleth for attention for all 
ſorts of men throughout the world, _—_ 
| — £015 
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this all ye peopie , give ear all je Inhabitants 

| of theworld , both lowand bigh, rich and poor 
zogether. Ic concernech all ſorrs neatly, and 
\ all ſores are faulcy therein, and need co be 
Rirred up by way of remembrance. Then he 
doth very effeQually ſeek to win attention 
by the excellency of the chings which he is. 
abour ro deliver, 41y month fhall ſpeak of 
wiſdom , and the meditation of my hears (hall 
be of underflanding ; ſuch wiſdom as many 
| - worldly wiſe men never learned : yea, he 
ſhewerh in the next verſe, that it 1s an hid- 
den wiſdom; and as a parable to natural 
men for the moſt parc, "Then he encrech 
| upon his diſcourſe, and in rhe firſt place be- 
ocinneth with himſelf, ver. 5. YTherefore 
_ ſhoyld I fear in the daies of evil, when the 
imquity of my heels (hall compaſs me about ? 
as if he had ſaid; I do foreſee changes and 
aMiRions , I look for aſſaults from Sacan:; 
but I am armed againſt them chrough che 
mercy of Gad, who hath pardoned my fins, 
and therefore when ſuch evils come, and Sa- 
ran ſhall ſeek to corangle my Conſcience, as 
ina ſnare , as ifcheſe were ſure arguments of 
God's hatred againſt me : 1 will nor fear, 1 
am 'prepared for theſe things. Then on 
the other fide 1n the nex: verſe unto che. fif- 
tenth, he goeth on ar large, declaring che 
| folly 
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folly and blindneſs of worldly-minded men, 
8 ſecure finners in this caſe. T hey that truſt in | 
their Wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the mul- 
titwdeof their Riches, none of thems can by any 
weans redeers his Brother , nor give to God a 
ravſons for bins: They truſt in outward thingy, 
as if they were enduring ſubſtance, and their 
hearcs are lifred up with thoughts of their 
Wealth and Riches; they chink notſeriouſ- 
ly of changes rocome ; they truſt in their 
firengrh and healthy cempers 1n cheir Youth, 
they reft cheir hearcs in their preſent carnal 
contentments, finful pleaſures, &c. as if cheſe 
things ſhould alwayes continue; whereas | 
| they can neither reſcue or ravſom themſelves 
or deareſt friends from che power of death, 
that he ſhould live for ever, and not ſee cor- 
ruption : For he ſceth that wiſe men dic | 
likewiſe the f.ol and the brutiſh perſon ſhall 
periſh, and leave their wealth to others, This 
ſhewerh cheir great ſenſualicy and ſottiſhnes, 
thac chough they have daily experience of di- 
vorces & ſeparations made by death berween 
men and chetr wealth, cheir honours, their 
pleaſures, and char they are forced co leave 
all, and go naked our of the world; yer 
they do nor apply this, and make it their own 
caſe; but they go on even like to the brute 
beatts, which when they ſee one of their 
own 
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own herd led away co the ſlaughter-houſe, 
regard it nor. ; bur delight as much as before 
in cheir fat paſtures , ficting themſelves daily 
more and more for the ſame ends So theſe, 
though they ſee thoſe that were framed of 
the ſame clay with themſelves , drop away, 
and return to their duſt; yer they mind ir nor, 
unleſs it be for a ſhort fir, bur ſet their hearts 
upon theſe things, as much as if they -had 
neyer heard of any that had been taken away 
by death. For therr rnward thought is , that 
their Houſes ſhall continue for ever, &'s. The 
Spirit of God here looketh into the inſide, 
| and ripperh open the bolomes of theſe carth- 
ly-minded perſons, and fſheweth whar 
choughts and kopes they have even of perpe- 
cuities hare on earth: and ſo they love and 
ſtrive for theſe things, as if there were ecer- / 
vicy in them, as if they were everlaſting 
things, Nevertheleſs man being ts honour 
abideth not , be is like the beaſts that periſh, 
Let him enjoy never ſo much of theſe thingy, 
yer he abideth- not; there (hall come a 
change, all ſhall be turned upſide down, 
and he ſhall become like the beaſts thac pe= 
riſk. As he is ſotciſhly and ſevſually affected 
with things preſent like the beaſt, ſo he (hall 
return to the earth like it, and be rurned out 
of all, Ver, 13s This their way is their folly, 


Jet 
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yet their poſterity approve their ſayings. Itis 
a ſad thing, that when experience hath 
eaught the world ſo often the vanity of ſuch 
thoughts, yer that thoſe chat come after 
ſhould be of the ſame mind roo, think as they 
thonght , do as they did , live as they lived, 
The Pſalmift addeth , Selab! | and ic is well 


Worthy even of a note of wonder and aſtoc» 


nifhkmenc, Children ſee their Parents ſing, 
and ſee how they are taken away; and all 
their pride and covetouſneſs, &c. doth them 
no good ; the pleaſure of all is vaniſhed and 
gone ; It is no more : yet will they run blindly 
on in the ſame way ; ſo will others that come 
afcer them : Neighbours and acquaintance 
though rhey ſee this, yer they will follow 
them, and tread in their ſteps ; this is cheir 
folly, Selah ! it is remarkable folly. Ver.1 4. 
Like ſheep they are laid in their grave, Death 
ſhall feed on them, &'c. As ſheep dying in 
the field, are devoured and fed upon by Ra- 
vens, and other birds of prey and beaſts of 


| the field :o death ſhall nor only ſlay them;but 


feed upon them, ic ſhall conſume them, and 
turn them into rottenne(ſs and duſt, Then 
ſaich he, The apright ſhall have dominion over 
them im the morning, - After this long night 
wherein death (hall feed on them in the 


oraye, the morning light of chat creat day 
| ſhall 
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ſhall ariſe upon chem , when all ſhall riſe 
again; and hen che Righteouſneſs ſhall have 
dominion over them , and fic in Judgement 
upon them. Oh how many changes are here 
which they do not effeQually foreſee and 
provide for! Friends are taken from them ; 
chey are taken from their wealth ;. Death 
killeth chem, Death feedeth on them : and 
if here were an end, it were nothing : but 
then cometh that great day after this long 
night , when chey muſt be awakened by the 
laſt Trumper, and ſec the Righteous whom 
deſpiſed, fir as Judges over them. Bur Ver, 
15. The Pſalmiſt (ſhewech > how he had ta- 
ken into conſideration aforehand all theſe 
things , and was prepared for them. - But 
God will redeem my Soul from the power of 
the grave , for he ſhall receive me, Selah! 
David did nor ſertle his heart upon any things 
of the world, but he looked for death, and 
prepared for it , made account of being 
Death's priſoner in the grave ; but then with- 
all he had overcome death, and the grave be+ 
fore hand by the power of faith, laying hold 
of the promiſe of God, knowing that he 
ſhould be ranſomed and redeemed from it 3 
not as the wicked, whoſe hearts were ſer upon - 
the things of the world , to be carried from 
the priſon of che grave to execution: bur 

| he 
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be knew, that the Lord would receive him 
co glory » and upon this he ſets a ſpecial note 
acain, Selah) Then he ſhewech whar little 
canſe any child of God bath ro be troubled 
at the ourward proſpertry of the wicked, and 
in the end concludeth all wich chis ſpeech, 
Alan that is in honour, and nuderſt andeth not, 
is like the beaſts that periſh, Lec him be never 
ſo highly advanced and enriched ; yer if he 
doth noc underſtandingsly confider of changes 
likely to come upon him, buc clur himſelf 
with the chings of chis preſenc life, he is more 
Tike a beal} than 4 man, and maketh no uſe of 
chat reaſonable ſoul which God hath oiven 
him above a beaſt, whereby he hath an abilicy 
to look beyond rheſe things rhac lie before 
his eyes for the preſent , and to make u'e of | 
bis expetience in thoſe changes which he hath 
ſgen in' others; applying co binſelf. » andrea- 
foning from one thing co another , and ſoro 
provide for the like. ro come upon himſelf. 
Yau ſee here the very picture of a caranal 
ſecure heart, ſetled upon 1s lees, embracing 
this preſent world, and doring upon it ;' not 
foreſeeing nor providing for thoſe many 
changes and turvings of things char are likely 
ro happen » and eſpecially that great change 
that (hall certainly come, each, the grave, 
and reſutreRion unto Judgement, Which 


were |- 
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were they throughly ſenſible of, they ſhould 
havea loweſteem of theſe periſhing vanines, 
and uncertainties under the Junz and nor ha- 
zard their dear Souls by rod much affeins; 


and too eager ſecking after them; 
E are all here co be exhorred 


Aſc -V 
in a more ſerious manner ro fer 
before our eyes and hearts a more deep 
conſideration of thoſe changes that may be= 
fall ns, and eſpecially of chat which awft 
certainly come, and to provide againſt them. 
The Propher Habakksk ſaith, / will fand 
wor ty Watch, and ſet me npon the Tower,aud 
will watch to ſee what the Lord will ſay wats 
me , and what I ſhall ayſwer when 1 twms re« 
proved. He was before like one ſtanding 
upon the lower ground, looking upon things 
preſent, things that {ay before him, v:Sz. The 
preſent proſpericy of the wicked prevailing 
over the Church , and Was troubled atirin 
his choughts to ſee the wicked devour the man 
that was more righteous than he; Chap. r.x3. 
Hereupon be is cempred r6 om the 
Lords wayes of Providence, and his manner 
of governing the world, But now being ſen- 
ſible of his errour, he would ger apon che 
kigher ground, upon 8 watch-tower » thache 
b migh 


Cuavo IV. 


ſeemab) Randing upon che lower ground, 
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might ſee into changes thar ſhould come af- 


terwards, and diſcern things afar off ; when 


the wicked ſhould be moſt ſeverely puniſhed 
for all their cruelry in oppreſſing the people 


of God, So Chriſtians , when they ſtand 


upon the lower ground, and conſulr with 
fleſh and blood , and look upon things with 


fleſhy eyes, their choughts are bent upon 


things thac are at band, even preſent things: 
but they muſt get upon the watch-rower, raiſe 
up their hearcs 1n holy meditations. upon the 
word, ſo that they may ſee afar off whar is 
coming , and what ſhall be hereafter; what 
changes of things ſhall happen in time co 


'come. When Jeb had the Kingdom of Iſrael 


b&towed upon him with a charge to execute 


Juſtice on the wicked houſe of Ahab, he rode 


.  Inhis Charec wich other Captains & 
—_ Souldiers to Jezreel, where Joran 
the King, and his confederate Aba- 

2:ah King of J«dah were together, in Vetrſ, 
x7. it is ſaid, There ſtood a Warch upon the 


Towerin Jexreel, and he eſpied the Com- | 
pany of Jehwashe came ; and whena Mef- 


ſenger was ſent ourand decained,he could ſee 
this coo, and give the King knowledge of it: 
yea, and a ſecond time he could ſee whoic 
was too ere the King ſaw him at all (as it 


Ang 


4 Mementoto Yonng and Old, * 11 3 
And the driving (ſaith he) is like the driving 
of Jeb che Son of Nimſhs,, for he driveth fu- 
riouſly, Then ſaich Joram, make ready, 
when he was evell upon his back ; Buc then 
it was too late , he was now within the reach 
of Fehu's Bow. So whiles the wicked are 
ſecure, and content themſelves with preſent 
things, they foreſee not dangers, . miſeries, 
death , defiruion. marching furiouſly ro- 
wards them, untill ic be too lace , rhe poi- 
ſoned ſhafts of death piercing through their 
hearts, and cleaving the body and foul a- 
ſunder, Bur a Chriſtian muſt be a watch- 
man, and fill Rand upon his watch-tower, 
thar he may deſcry changes and dangers afar 
| off z thar he may ſee death ridinz poſt-co- 

wards htm on his pale horſe, Revel. 6,8, and 
Hell following, that he may becimes pro- 
vide againſt ic, and may eſcape che flirg of 
death, laying hold on Chriſt, and may e- 
ſcape rhe damnation of Hell. Death hach 
many thouſands by the throat ere ever they 
ſeeitcoming, and arm themſelves againlt its 
| They uſe co ſay of ſuch, who-when they firft 
fell {ck had the ſympromes of dearth upon 
them , chat they were raken with death, 
Beloved, every one char dezrh ſurpriſeth be-' 
fore he be provided for itz may well be ſaid 


to be taken wich death. Death bach raken 
2 I hold 
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| Oh, then be warchfull to foreſee and pro 
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hold of all ſuch, and hath chem within it's] ,, 
power. But he that is aforehand with death, 
and is a parcaker of life in Chriſt , cannot be p 
raken wichit , but he hach death rather in hi ,, 
power , and is a conquerour over death by| ,j 
the power of Chriſt, Others are taken un-| ,, 
provided ; they are taken ſleeping in ther _ 
fins, when death drivech it's nail into they | © 
heads, as Fae! did into the head of S:ſea | 


vide for changes to come ! Sickneſs may bx| [i 
coming, poverty may be coming, general | | 
lamities may be ac hand; Wars may 
marching furiouſly towards a Land ; tk 
Angel may be coming with his deftroyiy] . 
Sword ; The Arrows of Pcſtilence may bt ] 


—_ 


| 


now laid to the Bow, and drawn to the hetg 
and ready to fly abroad among us : Darkne 
may be coming , the loſs of the glorious Gt 
ſpel of Chriſt may be at hand ; Anti-Chr 


0 


/' 


may be coming : Howſoever theſe chi] { 
may fall out, it is moſt certain, chat Deatbiſty 
a coming not many daies journey from eſa 
of our doors , and perhaps even now ready |y( 
knock at ſome of -our gates. None. of ihe, 
know , who ſhall be firſt vifirzd by it : wig} 
they thar are not provided for it aforebanhlh 
may aſſure chemſelves, chat Hell will follolſits 
Death cloſe at che heels, Oh chen learn = 
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daily! char death may become familiar co 

1, and not comeas a ſtranger, or an ene- 
myzor an Executioner when ic doth come;buc 
racher as a friend, to ler your Souls our of 
his priſon of the fleſh, chac ye may enter in» 
toglory and bleſſedneſs. 


——_— 
—_——— 


SERMON vl. 


Eccle.£2.1.-——10r the years draw nigh, wheil 
thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure m them. 
Cuaz. I. 
N chis lat Clauſe of the Verſe, the daies 
of Old Age are oppoſed unto the dates of 
outh, in cheſe cerms, The years wherets 
ſhalt ſay , 1 have no pleaſure in this; 
ence | note, 
0bſerv, That this ſhort and mortal life 
[My oucſaſt the pleaſures and all the con» 
[batmencs of this life, This lifeis ſhort, yec' 
[#ſhorc a8 It 1s, Ic many timesis longer chan 
lhecomforcs of chis life , longer chan che de- 
Whey and pleaſures of this world. There 
tuy be years within the compaſs of his ſhore 
Me, wherein a:man ſhall find no pleaſure, 
| It half be weary of __ Man is bur: 
"Op © 


% 
' 


of 


wherein they can take delight , yeritich 


- they have loſt, that they tfitnk their ql 


were now the ;pleaſures.of. life ? might 
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of ' ſhort continuance ; the longeſt liver 
mong men ſhall quickly Mo hence ; and 
many a man and woman may , and do y 
live the comforts of their. lives ; ſurvived 
che pleaſure and contentment char ever; 
had here below, And if ſomething remii 


YT. © WR EIT 


Iictle in compariſon of thoſe things whid 


| ho 


daies be gone 1nd pai, They have livedn 
ſee the pleaſures -of life vaniſh away lil * 
ſmoak, and do often look back with (x ? 

hearts upon the times wherein chey enjojt g 
ſuch and ſuch things, wherein it was thus alſ 

thus with them, So it was with David; | 
had been a victorious King , and proſper » 
exceedingly inhis wayes ; but in the [ant 
part of his life , his Daughter was deflowil 
by his Son , and that Son killed by anotlt , 
Son when he was feaſting: the ſame Soni? 
belled againſt his Father, defiled his Cond [a 
bines, ſought his life, and was ſlain in rel; = 


| lien. Then Sheba rebelleth, \and nor ly IN 


afcer David lieth bed-rid, and no clothe 


could keep him warm, 1 King's 1. Wi"! 


v1 


he very well have ſaid of theſe laſt years! n 
his life, I have. no pleaſureim them.” It is erith,,. 
he did comfort himſelf 1in' God ,-.and - ' th 

ooh. aſlure 
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affured expeRation of a berrer life , burthe 
pleaſures of this life were gone'and paſt : and 
if he had been one of hoſe thac have hope 
only in this life', whar good had all che re 
mer pleaſures of this life done him ? That 
which was verified of this good King, was 
| tru&' allo of one of his beſt Subjes, viz, 
Barzillai the Gileadice, who had ſo liberally 
ſupplied Kins' David, when be was forced 
to flee” from * Abſalom. 'The' King would 
now have him co be his Gueſt:aatthe Court, 
and co live with him at Jernſalem:But thus he 
anſwerech David, 1 Kings 19.35, Tam 
ths day four ſcore years old, aud can I diſcthn 
bitweek good” and evil? Can' 1 taſte what T 
tat, or what 1 drink? Can Thear any more 
the voyce of ſnging men and ſinging women > 
Wherefore they (howld thy ſervant be yet a bur- 
ther to my Lord the King ? The pleaſures of 
this life are gone with me , ſaich Barzill as; 
I was wont 1 coutd relith my Mear and 
[Drink-., now 1 cannot : Muſick now is no 
IMuſick ro me [ have out- -lived. the deights 
{ef this world. ' 

Now if theſe men did our tive -che out- 
J#ird comforts and contenrments of chis life, 
ow much more do many wicked perſons > | 
How was it with Sanl? He was preferred 
#$*5o0nd his expeRacion before all the men 
I 3 of 
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of Iſrae! : te overcame the Ammonites and 
Philiftines , and was in a flouriſhing eſtate; 
Bur for his {in the Lord blaſted all che com- 
farcs of his life, cook away thoſe gifrs of his 
Spiric from.him , whereby he bad ficted hin 
for the Kingdom ; ſuffered an evil Spirit 


vex and torment him ; gave him over to tor: 
ment himſelf with envy and. bicterneſs « 
ſpiric , ro vex himſelf with Dayzds ſueceſs; 
anſwererh him mor iD his difireſs; leaverh hig 
co conſule with & Witch , and thereupen ty 
receive a {ad anſwer , and hear his dooy 
which ſoon after was executed upon hin 
Thus ye ſee 11 thefe examples bow this ſha 
mortal life laſteth beyond the pleaſures 
comforts of this life» We hbaye alſo a w 
table example in this kind in King Jebor 
a wicked Son of a good Father: He had} 
Aocuriſhing Kingdom left by his Facher ; | 
after that he had Cain his Brechren, a 
wrought much wickedneſs, the Kingdomd 
Edows revolted from him, Ver, g. 10. 
did rhe City of Libzab. He was ſevetcd 
threatned from Heaven, Ver, 12, 13, 1414 
which threacmings rook effect according) 
The Phil:/tmes and Arabians brake into bt 
Kingdom, entred his Palace, cook away hi 
Eoods , his Waves, his Sons, all ſavetit 
youngeſt, Ver, 16,17. Then alſo the Lot 
| | {mol 
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ſmote him wich an incurable Diſeafe in his 
Bowels, and after ewo years rorment ( a8 ir 
ſeemerh) his Body rotred, and his Boxels 
fell out, ſo that he died of fore Diſeaſes, and 
had nor that honour ar his Funeral which was 
uſually done unto Kings : See how his life 
ouc-lafted the comforts of his life , and yet 
his life was ſhore ; he died when he was abour 
forty years old, and reigned eight years: 
Now ye may ſee by theſe examples, rhc, 
there are two wayes in general by which it 
cometh to paſs ; that the comforts of this life 
are ſhorter than life ir ſelf, andchac chis life 
out-laſterh chem all: and chat is, 1. By reaſon 
of old age.2,By reaſon of crofles &affliftions. 
1, In —_— of old ave: ſb it was With Da- 
vid and Barzillai : So it is expreſſed at large 
inchis laſt Chapter of Ecclefaftes ; where be 
ſhewech how the daies- of old age are ſuch 
many times that a man hath no pleaſure in 
chem; and (heweth ar large how the feveral 
parts of the body decay, 'and the powers of 
nacure fail, The Grathopper hall bE « 
burthen ] chat is, every Iirtle thing ſhall 
trouble them. And defire ſhal fail.] They 
ſhall bave no mind co- any thing : There- 
fore alſo ir muſt needs be char delights 
ſhould fail, they ſhonld joy in nothing ; 
all che pleaſures of Youth, and the de- 
I 4 Jehts 
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lighcs of Life are gone. 4oſes ſaith, Pſal. 
90, 10. The _—_ our years are threeſcore 
years aud ten, and if by reaſon of ſtrength 
they be fourſcore , yet is their ſtrength but la 


bonr and. ſorrow, Yea, and ſome ere they be 


threeſcare, do feel the burthen of Old Age, 
28 much as others do ar fonrſcore. 2. In re- 
ſpe& of ſufferings and afflitions, ſome do 
out-live the comforts and pleaſures of this 
life. _ So did Job: þut thac afterwards che 
Lord reſtored his proſperity to him in an ex- 
traordinary mannet, . So Saxl ( it ſeemerh ) 
in reſpec of age might have enjoyed many 4 
fair year ) bur all was blafted, and his King- 
dom did him licle,vood. The Lord declared 
himſelf againſt him. .So ye ſee inthe example 
of Jehoram ; the Lord may take away thoſe 
comforts from a man: that the loſs of them 
may drown all the pleaſures of this life , em- 
bitcer. all: thoſe ſweets that this world can af- 
ford touss _ 
bn, | CHA P, II. 

TF* He Reaſon in general is the fin of man : 
; &L thachath ſhorcneg life, & made it mor- 
ral,waich (bad it nor been for tin) ſhould have 
been imorca}, That hath made che comforrs 
of life ſhorcer than life jr ſelf, which ſhould 
have been everlaſting, as life ic ſelf ſhould 
have been immortal, had not fin given a dead=- 


ly 


mule, cop oatnS wo, EAT yang, bay, AY 


A. Wand PS RN A wm mo. te mos 


” -A%  ww_ we cow yu”, Vo acc any OA 


—_— 


A Mementa to Young and Old, 121 


ſy yound both cothe life of man, and co the 
comforts of this life. Man ſhould have had 
no thorns nor thiflles co have vexed him in 
Paradiſe , if he had not let Sin intothe Gar- 
den ; bur Sin being let in caſt him our into a 
thorny world ful of miſeries,whereby his ſhore 
life was made bitter to him, and the pleaſures 
of life not ſo long-lived as life ic ſelf. 

Many times the ſpecial fins of men are the 
cauſe of this, and that both of God's Children 
and of the wicked, The ſpecial fins of rhe 
Godly, asin David : his fins into which he 
fell, made the latter parc of his life full of bic- 
rerneſs: and had noche been able tocomfore 
bimſelf in God , and co have refreſhed his 
heart wich his ſaving Jove and mercy , how 
could he have been able to bear up his Spirit 
under ſuch grievous burthens > _ 

So the Lord doth many times change the 
outward condition of his Children, and cau- 
ſeth chem in ſtead of many ourward comforts 
formerly enjoyed , to cat the bread and 
drink-the water of afflitions; and cauſerh 
ſad times to paſs over them; inſomuch char 
all the comforts of this life do no way yield 
them {o much content; as their outward af- 
Bictions do bring bicrerneſs upon them. 

On the other fide , the ſpecial fins of the 
wicked, do ſometimes move the Lord roturn 

chelT 
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their laughter inco mourning , and co bring 
2 dark Cloud on all the Sun-ſhine of rheir 
outward comforts , ſo that all chings inthe 
world ſhall look ſad upon them , and chis he 
ſeemeth to do for two cauſes, 

I. To bring them home to himſelf , eh 
being taken off from carnal contentment in | 
ourward delights, and brought to deal {&- 
riouſly with their own hearts, and co conſe 
der their wayes; and finding nothing in the 
world for their hearts to reſt upon , they ny 
be made to turn to the Lord , and co ſect 
peace wich him,and comforc in his love. Thut 
It was With Afanaſſeb , whiles he flouriſhed 
in his Kingly dienicy, and had what bis hem 
could wiſh , how did he exceed in wicked: 
neſs ? But when the Lord gave him that bloy 
by the hand of the King of Baby/ow, which 
truck him down from his Throne , and laid 
bim in fetrers; then in his afligtien he be 
ſought the Lord his God, and humbled him- 
ſelf greatly before the God of his Parhery, 
and prayed unto him, and he was entreated 
of him, &c. 2 Chros, 33, Il, 12, 13, 

3. The Lord ſeemeth co do this many 
times to manifeſt his Juſtice, and ro lee the 
wicked know what they are to look for in an- 
other world. Thus he ſeemeth to have dealt 
with Pharaob, Sant, and many others, T - 
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1 amperſwaded, the Lord doth ofcen aim ar 
even in thoſe changes which are broughr 
with Old Age, Many which heve been flou- 
riſhing in their daies, and abuſed their pro- 
ſperity , their bodies decay with-old age, 
and cheir outward means wither cogerher 
wich them , and they are ſet before the world 
for ſpeKacles, wherein men may read the va- 
nity of all things under che Sun, together 
with che fading and uncerezin candition of 
all che comforts of this life, 1 mean of ſuch, 
who afrer Youth and riper years ſpent in fin 
and impenitency ,. ds afterwards:920 creep» 
ing under the burden of Old Ape, and have 
no heart to ſeek the Lord tn ftncerity; bur 
their hearts die wichin them, and become 
- like. Nabals., havips loſt the content which 
they took before inthe pleaſuresof fin, and 
wanting grace to raiſe their hearts to the 
Locd , that they might delight their Souls in 
him. Many ſuch examples may be obſerved 
in che world. | | 

3. Sometimes the Lord doth this to-exer- 
ciſe the graces of his Children , and ro make 
them examples unto others of patience and 
ſtedfafineſs in his ways : as ic Was With Fob, 
who continued in his integrity after that thoſe 
great changes were brought upon hun. 
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wad = pro: we may be. brought to a 
con{ideration of the ſherineſs and 
uncertainty: of all the contentments of chis 
preſent life, How thott is life it ſelf ? And 
yet the pleaſures of life are ſhorter chan 
life, Pſal. 39. 5» Behold thin haſt made my 
daies as an hand-breadth, ſaich David. There 
is che life of man meafured by a ſpan : it is 
' bur an handfull long ; not an Inch long come 
pared co eternicy : for ſo it followerh ; ine 
age is 4s nothing before thee. Compare it to 
ecernityy and it is nothing. The daies of a 
man's life are not worth the reckoning , not 
worth numbring. Nay,compare it not only 
tothe eternity of God , whos from everlaſt- 
Ing to everlaſting ; bur make the compariſon 
berween the time of this life, and che im- 
morcalicy and everlaſting continuance of the 
Soul of man in another world either in miſe- 
ry or bleſſedneſs, and ic is as nothing, What 
then are all the pleaſures and concentments 
which this life can afford, which uſually are 
expired before life ir ſelf? The year 1s bur 
ſhore , and quickly turned abour in 1s ſeve- 
ral ſeaſons: how ſoon is the Spring cone ? 
How ſoon the Summer ? The Autumn is 
quickly ſpent, and the Winter is nor long 
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ere it be ended: bur che pleaſures of che yeat 
laſt not ſo long as the yearit ſelf. When 
once Winter appeareth, we may ſay , where 
are all che flowers and Roſe-buds of che 
Spring? They are long fince dead and wi- 
thered , yet the year 1s not ended : within a 
few weeks what will become of all che green 
leaves that have beaucified the Trees : they 
will fall and die, Within a few months what 
will become of all the green graſs chat 
cloatheth the Earth? It will be dead, and 
loſe its beaucy and ſweetneſs, Now unto 
che year ye may compare chis preſent life : 
to the flowers, bloſſomes, leaves, graſs, you 
may compare the pleaſures , delights and 
contentments of this life : The year is ſhort, 
and quickly gone ; yer the flowers, bloſſoms, 
leaves, &c., are gone before it, So life is 
ſhore, and ſoon ſpen!, yer the pleaſures and * 
contentments of this life are ſpent before ir. 
In the eleventh verſe of the ſame Pſalm, Da- 
vid ſaith , When thow with rebukes doſt cor- 
reft mas for mquity , thon makeff bis beauty 
to conſume away like a moth : ſurely every 
manis vanity, Thou makeſt his beauty, and 
all choſe delights, and thar proſpericy wherein 
he floariſhed, and cook contentment, to con- 
ſume and wither like corn that is blafted : 
ſurely every man is vanity. Ar the endof' 

the 
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the fifch verſe he ſaich 5; Ferily, every man at 
his beſt eſte 15 altogether vanity. Take him 
at his bet eftace, when be hath the moſt of 
choſe things which belong to this life, ſtrengeh 
and healch, wit and underſtanding, wealth, 
worldly honours, credit with the world, and 
reſpe&R from worldly men, yet even thenthis 
holy Propher guided by the ſpiric of cruth, 
doubtech not co pronounce or proclaim him 
meer Vanicy.; an empry thing, a bubble, « 
bladder ſwoln big, bur filled wich wind. 
Take him as he is a meer man, not renued by 
the Spirit of God, nor having Chriſt dwelling 
in him: and take him art his beſt wich all 
thoſe chings with which this mortal life is 
capable of , and wherewith chis lower world 
wherein we live, can furniſh him, and he is 
but vanity; there is neching ſound, nothing 
ſolid nor ſubſtancial in him : his life and the 
pleaſures of this life are but for a moment, 
and of the rwo the pleaſures of this life u- 
ſually are the ſhorter, and ſooner ended chan 
life ic ſelf, The Apoſtle ſaith, x Pet.1.,24. All 
fleſh 18 graſs , and all the glory of man as the 
flower of the graſs; the graſs withereth,and the 
flower thereof fadeth away. Man and his mor- 
cal life are like the graſs : the glory and pro- 
ſperity of man's life is as the flower of che 
oraſs. The graſs it ſelf is not _—— 
| zuT 
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but the lower of the graſs is dead before the 
oraſs ir ſelf. Life is not long, but the flower 
of life » the pleaſure and.proſperity of life is 
ſhorter than life ir ſelf, Jam 4. 14. What 
is your life ? it is even a vapour that appeay- 
eth for a little time, and then vamſhah away. 
Where the Apoſtle meeteth with che fond 
choughts of our fleſhly hearts ; for when a 
man is Rrong and healthy , and in proſperity, 
and enjoyerh the pleaſures of this life , he 
chinkerh he hach gotcen a jewel, and his hearc 
reſteth in theſe things, be thinketh it is well 
with him : Oh this life, and chat which be« 
longethro ic , is a thing which he doth highly 
prize, and ſercerh a great race upon It, Now 
ſaich St. James, What is yowr life? Ye think 
ye have a grear treaſure of it, I pray whac is 
it? Whar is thar life which ye do ſo bighly 
efteem ? I will cell you ſaich he, ic is even a 
vapour that appeareth : it hath rather an ap=- 
pearance than a being, Ic maketh ſome ſhew 
in the eyesof the world , burit is nothing in 
2 manner; and thar ſhew and appearance 
. Which ict maketh,isbur for a time, & when the 
crime is gone y it is as if it had never been; ic 
1s all loſt, man is never the bercer for it; for 
thoſe things which are limiced within che 
compaſs of time , and meaſured by a cerm of 
daieg or yeats, both in reſpeR of themſelves 


and 
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and their fruit , all che good of them weareth 
cut With that rime,and he char enjoyed them, 
is never the better for them , no more than if 
he had never had them. 1 ſpeak ot thoſe 
chings which in themſelves and in their fruir 
are meaſured by time ; for ſome things inre- 
ſpect of chemſelves,and cheir continuance, ue 
bur for a time; but che ffutc of them 1s everla- 
fling to thoſe that uſe chemin an holy 8 ſan- 
Rified manner, to thoſe who receive the truth 
in love into honeſt and good hearts, in whom 
itbecomech an immortal ſeed, enlivencd and 
acuared with the Spirit of life and holineſs; 
yea, there are ſome principal graces , which 
end wich eime in reſpe& of themſelves,bur in 
reſpe& of their fruit are everlaſting , as 
Faith and: Hope which ceaſe with this life; 
but in cheir fruit are perperua and i immor- 
tal, Nay, even many outward things in the 
poſleffion of a Child of God, being Canctified 
to him , and improved by him co the glory of 
God, thongh they are mortal and temporal in 
themſelves , yet tney have an everlaſting 
fruit; ſo that a Child of God thar ts rich in 
g00d Works, may be the betcer for his wealth 
for ever. The Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of him char 
feareth che Lord,and delighteth greatly in his 
Commandements, peaketh of his wealth 


and riches , P[al, 112. 3, and Ver. 9+ of the 
000d 


» 
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00d uſe of chem. He hath diſperſed , he 


ah given to the poor : and then of the ever- 
laſting fruic of wealth ſo employed with ſuch 
IT hearr; he ſaich, His righteouſneſs endureth 
for ever SO Math. 6.20.ſaich our Saviour: 
Lay np for your ſelves treaſnres 1 Heaven, 
here neither moth nor ruſt dath corrupt , aud 
where thieves do not break therow, nor cal. Buc 
now co an upregenerate man, both his life it 
ſelf, and all the good he enjoycth.in this life, 
2nd all che fruic of char life, and that good is 
temporal , and lmiced by cime, All his 
fleaſures, and proſperity , and all che fruic of 
theſe end wich time ; and ſo when the time 
paſt , and cheſe do him no 000d, be is never 
ths betrer for 'thzm , no more than if he had 
yever. poſſeſſed them, Take ewo natural 
nen living and dying in that eftace ; che one 
«ch , and the other a ſtark beggac :-the rich 
man's caſe 1s nor a jor bercer, when the time 
of chis life iS worn out , chan che others ; ir 
nay. be worſe becauſe of- his upthankfulneſs, 
ind the abuſe of his wealch. . So cake a na- 
[tural] man chat. hath enjoyed abundance of 
pleaſures , and another that hath ſcarce ſeen 
wy good daies all his life long ; it both of 
bem live anddie in cheir natural eſtate, they 
xe both alike-: che pleaſures char che _ 


hach had 4 do him no more good, chan if 
K. bag 
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may be they-iHhave-encreaſed his condeimnna- 


had never had any more thanthe'other : I 


tion exceedingly; Now 'St; -James ſaith, 
chac life is bucfor a:time, or rather Ic appent- 
ech bur for 'a tum » ſo the pleaſutes of life are 
bac for a tine; Nay, ir followerh.chere, life 
appeareth bu for a licttle- time; andthe 
pleaſures oiife are* ſhorter thaw? life ; and 
cherefore-theic time 1s leſs chan life , ahd 
thea ſaich he, life vaniſherh away, and tht 
pleaſurey of life - mult reeds vaniſh withi; 
iQ 23they be'gone before it , a#many tine 
t.cy ar2: fotas ye ſee inthe Text, # man miy 
live ſuch years, whereof ihe: may ſay and 
thipk, I have'no pl:aſu:e inthem ; whetet 
be nay ſay,'in his hearc, Alas ! I breath yt; 
F keepabove ground , I yer live , buc That 
Our-lived al the comforts of 'my life , they 
are 49 ic were-dead ahd buried ; I ſhall 
ver en oy" them any more: ſo that he a 
look back vponthis former comforts and pte 
ſpericy With a 12d heart y' and weeping et, 
comparing ir with his preſent ſorrows , as # 
did, as ye may read ac Jarge in the 29th. att 
3Och.” Chapters of thac Book. In the 291 
he expreflech his former proſpericy, init 
\z0th his preſent affliction. In Chap. 29.2} 
ſzith, Oh that 1 were as in moneths paſt, dil 
the daies wherein Ged preſerved mt; 1 


_ wy . bf ye np op, ed wc a 5 4 _T 
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his candle ſhined upon mine head, and when by 
bis light, I —" through darkneſs ! So bs 
coeth on. Even ſo man liveih co chat day, 
when he can reckon up a great many com- 
fores as ſo many lofles ; chings once enjoyed, 
now gone , #nd can compare chem with ma- 
hy croſſes now lyivg upon chem * for ſome- 
times the Lord rakech away mens wezlch , ſ6 
that choſe who have lived plencifully, are 
brought to a poot and hard condicion : ſome- 
times their healch, inac men are afficed with 
[anguiſhing or painful diſeaſes, rhac their 
wealth doth them liccle good ; chey cannor 
enjoy ir. Somecimes he lcavech chem healch 
and wealth , bu takech* away thoſe friends 
that ace dearer to chem chan cicher : the loſs 
of whom embiccerech all choſe things chac 
ire lefc chem. Somecimzs he dep: iverk 


| them of liderty , andcneſe chings come alike 


to a'l;ſometimes he proloog=th cheir lives un- 
ro old 20e, and burchen-ch che'r old age wich' 
lo many / infirmicies and g grievances, tha: theic 
life i is bur a lingring death unto chem. Sonltee 
umes he caketh away cheir Gent, ſfome- 
tines their bearing. &c, and ſfomeri nes he 
leavech' them ro'che gnawingsand gripings 
of a guilcy conſcience, nor cleanſed and 
waſhed by the blood of Chit. Thus many 
ayes, a2 in many reſpzRs yeſce,, thac the 

K 2 pleaſure; 
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pleaſures and proſperity of life may be made 
ſhorter chan chis ſhore life it ſelf. 
CRAP, IY- | 

II. F N the ſecond place this ſhould ſeryeto 

wean us from the love of this world, 
and the things of this life , whether it be 
wealth , or pleaſure, or worldly credit , 
healch or firengch , or friends or children 
chat we ſet 6ur hearts upon , or take content 
in: how ſoon may all, or any of theſe be 
raken from us > or how ſoon may ſome ſuch 
beavy blow fram the hand of the Lord fall 
upon us, as nay ſtrike dead all che delight 
and comfort which we took in theſe > There 
fore as che Propher ſaith, 1ſas. 2.22. Ceaſe 
from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils , fo 
wherein is he to be accounted of ? Ceaſe to put 
your truſt, or place your content in man, 
whether men of high degree , or of low &- 
gree, for he 1s a mortal creature , ſoon gone. 
When chat fading fleecing breath that iflu- 
eth in and out at his noftrils , is Ropped by 
death, he is gone : and wherein 1s þe to be 4c- 
connted of > W hat reckoning ſhould be made 
of fo frail a creature ? Yo 1n this caſe I ſay, 
ceaſc ye from the things of this life , for they 
have their breach in their noſtrils (as ic were) 
they are frail , ſhort-lived comforts ; ant 


wherein are they ro be accounted of ?. Here 
che! 
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then is Chriſtian wiſdom to have the hearc 
crucified to theſe rhings when they are at 
beſt, and when a man hath moſt of chem : 
then to die to the world , and to look upon 
the beft chings of the world, and che grearett 
outward comforts of this life as apon ſo ma- 
ny dead things : to afteR them, and make ac- 
count of them as ſo many ſhadows and empty 
yvaniries rouſe chem as dying things. / ar 
cracified to the world (ſaith the Apoſile) and 
the world is crucified to me, This 1s Chri- 
ſftian wiſdom when a man can ſo carry his af- 
feRiors towards the greateſt comfores of this 
life , as he would co a ching that is crucified, 
co a thing already nailed to the croſs, and 
dying, It were a vafn thing to take a few 
flowers and bloſſoms in the Spring, and to 
lock. them up ſafe in a Cabiner, ljke ſo mary 
precious Stones , or Pearis of great value, 
meaning to keep them many ye.rs: whereas 
If be look upon thzm the next weer , he ſhall 
find chem dead and withered, their beauty is 
gone, Andisit not yet a far greater folly to 
lock up the fading comforts of this life inthar 
precious Cabiner of thy Heart and Soul, as 
as if they were everlaſting treaſures, as if 
they were ſome enduring ſubſtance? ſuch a 
heart Is poorly furniſhed. For animmortl 
Soul that mult live for ever, tobe (tuffed 219 

K 3 | filled 
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filled with periſhing eraſh , itisas if atich 
Cabinet of Gold, beſer wich Pearls , ſhould 
be fill'd with duſt and droſs ; yea, it is far 
worſe, ſuch a ſoul is miſerably furniſhed ; 
when che Soul wherein Chrift ſhould dwell, 
the Sould which ſhou\d be a Temple of the 
Hoty Ghoſt, the Soul chat ſhould '® ored 
anc 7 urmtſhel with heavenly graces, ſhall be 
fiuffed and filled with ſuch rubbiſh 2ndiraſh 
25 men grther from che dunghill of this 
world, wich rhe chings of this life, that are 
ſhorter chan life 1t fell,” $6 Se. Paw, 1 Cor, 
7 29,303 1. - This I ſay Brethen, the trme 
T; ſhort , 't remaineth, that both they that have 
Wives , be as though they bad none : and they 
that weep , as though they wept not : and they 
that rejoyce , as though they rejoyced not: and 
they that buy, a« thourbthey poſſeſſed not * 6nd 
they that naſe this world, as r0t abuſing it - for 
the faſhion of thas world paſſeth away. It is 
alwaye« i» flexs, ſh]l in p-lage , ever fleet 
ine, eoire, Vaniſhing, Therefore go not 4- 
bout to keep rhac in thine immorral Soul, 
which will not be kepe . which will nor abide 
wirh thee, bur will ſuddenly be gone, and1s 
alread; g01Ng, and (lidine frem thes : : due we 
fha'l never be beaten from this, unleſs we 
rake poſſetſion of hecter thiroe, and lay hold 
© te enduring ſi bſtogce, 
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Proverbs, 17. 6. Childrens Childrew are the 
Crown of old men, and the Glory of Childres 
are their Fathers. | 


Cuas, 


"F* HE Proverbs ate like Manna ſcatter- 
' Þ ed upon che ground by Solomon, which 
bis Servants gathered up, and pur into the 
Pot for the benefic of Gods people. Ir is 
labour in vain to ſeek rhe dependance of 
chem one upon another 3 for they do nor 
( like Facob and Eſau) catch one another by 
che heel. The Text therefore being an in- 
dependent Propofition , I will firſt open the 
words , then draw ſome doctrinal conclu- 
fions from them. 

Children, | To have Children, is every 
way in Scripture commended for a great 
bleſſing, P(al. 227. 3. Lo, Children are an 

p Heritage 
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Heritage of the Lord, &c.] Lo, being prey 
fixed, Teak, chac a yumerous polite: ity'is 
an admirable bleſſing. Worldlings look up-" 
on many Children as a grext Charge , not ag 
2 temporal bleſſing, Children are an Heri- 
tage of the Lord.) "Jmpl yipg they do deſcend 
hw God, as an Inhericance from the F4- 
ther to he Child. Tae wo:d implyeth a 
free eractous bleſſing. 

Childrens Children ] Hers is bleſſing upon 
ble(Ging, Thar thou art a Facher of a Child 
IS 2 bleffing 2 and thar thy Child is a Father 
of Children is a ſuperadded blefſing, This 
was the bleſſing of Rebecca by her friends at 
her departure, Grow 1to thouſand thou» 
ſands, Gen, 24. 6D, Bleſſed is the man that 
hath his quiver full of Children , ſaith the 
P:aſmitt, When the Leard weuld (hew the 
manner of his bfeſſing to the Jews after their 
rerurn from captivity , he thus deſcribes ir, 
T he ftreets of the (ity ſhall be full of Boyes 
and Girls, Z:ch,8.5, It1s not only a re- 
ward and bleſſi2g to the rich co be tull of 
Children, butic is ſpecified 2s 2 bleſſing upen 
the p-or; that che Lnrd will mike him & 
fam. 'plik: a fink, of (heep, Pial. 107. 4's 

Are the Crown of old men.) That is, if is 
the honour of old men: or, pofte:i:y is 2 crown 


of nonc ur, Then the 3d generation is a treble 
Crown 


the Glory of Children, 8c, x39 

Crown of honour, Joſeph ſaw Ephraims 
Child:en, of the third generation : the Chil- 
dren alſo of Machir , the Son of Manaſſeh, 
were born upon Joſeph's knees, Gen. 50, 23. 
Of the Lord's bleſſing the laſt daies of Fob 
more than the firſt; 1t 1s ſaid that Job had 
ſeven Sons , and three Daughters; and that 
after this Job lived an hundred and forty 
years, and (aw his Sons, and his Son's Sons, 
even four generations, Job 42. 13,16, 

And t glory of Children are their Fathers. 
As the Children are the ornament and ho- 
nour of old age: ſo the aged Fathers are to be 
an honour of their dear Poſterity. Honour 
deſcenderh from Father co Children, and 
aſcende:h from Children to Fathers. 


CHayp. II. 

Obſ. j= guy we may obſerve that Fathers 
& +are, and ought to be the honour 

and glory of their Children. Or, Fathers 
oughr ſo to live, that they may be the glory of 
their Children. I ſhall only in6iſt upon che 
laftclauſe of my Texr. The glory of Children 
are their Fathers. Children are not alway2s 
the glory of old men , no-] fooltſhh Childien, 
o*the Tribe of Belial, a riotous, drunken, 
wan'on, bJaſpemous, and irretigious pofte- 
tity; or Children are a reproach tother Fa 
| th<1$, 
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cher ,-#nd a ſhame co their Mother: ſuch 
_ croſſes as doembirter all their worldly com- 
forts, and bring down their gray hairs with ſor- 
row tothe grave, Therefore the words are 
not to be underftood de moAunaidua, of a nu- 
merous poſterity, of having many Children: 
for rhe more wicked Children m2:o have, the 
oreater reproach and ſorrow, Neither are 
the words to be underfiond de warNonaidia, 
of fair, comely, witty Children : for though 
theſe be outward ornaments, yer they may 
be wamcons, drunkards, very fools, and ſo; 
reproach to their Fathers. Abſalom was 1 
fair and proper many, but Davids heavy croſs, 
Eſae was a firong wan, bur Iſaac's croſs ; the 
Spirit of God calleth him profane Eſan, Hebr, 
T2. Bucthe words are meant de pra poſteri- 
zate, of a godly poſterity , of pious and reli- 
vious Children : they, and only chey are the 
olory of old men, the joy, hope, comfort, 
and ſupport of their aged Parents. Such 
Chidren are called Olive Plants and Ar- 
rows : Olive branches for cheerſuln:ſs, and 
'Arcows for flrength and prote&ion. Happy 
15 the man that hath his quiver full of them : 
they (ball ot be aſhamed, but they ſhall ſpeak 
with the enemies in the gate, Plal, 127. 4, 5. 
So again, the words are.not to be taken fot 
all Fathers , for there are Fathers that be 
; di\parage* 


* 


* - 
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diſparagements, a ſhame, a reproach to their 
Children, Actheiftical, drunken, blaſphemaus, 
adulterous, opprefſing Fathers are the Hnking 

reproaches of their ſurviving peſteriry;they fe 
- not the glory of their Children : ſothe words 
are not to be meant of their deſcent, Mary 
olory,'thar they are ceſcended of ſuch'a noble 
and honourable Stock , from ſuch wealthy ot 
ancient Families. Tt is an exirinſecal honour 
and priviledge , and indeed it is the greac 
Diana of the world. Bur this is nothing, if 
their Farhers were drunkards, whortmongers, 
blaſphemers, petrſecutors,herericks; theſe foul 
vices ( like the Plague -of Leprofie in che 
wall) make ſuch extrinſecal privitec&bes to be 
vile and baſe. AS it was ſaid, of Naamas 
the Syrian, Captain of the Holt of the King 
of Syria, that he was a great: man with hbi;s 


- 


maſter, and honourable , be was alſs a mig hty 
man in valour, but he was a, Lepper , 2 Kings 
5. I. So for any one to ſay, thar ſuch a Gen= 
cleman's Father was a drunkard, or aſwearer, 
or an ungodly man, or the like; is a reproach, 
and no bonour to his poſterity, . Bur ir is 
meant of godly, wiſe, religious Fachers, they 
are a glory of their Children. | 
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Todly Fathers are ſaid*to be a glory. of 

cheir Children in theſe following re- 
ſpear. 

Their very graccs are their own and cheir 
Exillreds, glary , Prov, 16.31. The hoay 
head is a crownofglory if i it be found in the way 
of righteouſneſs. Their very hilver hairs ate 
thei crowns. It behoovech the young to re- 
vernce them for their age. Hoary hair is 
Crown gr upon the heads of godly men by 
God himſe! f,therefore we ought to Ie' erence 
c1em, "Then a:e their fi;ver hairs crue crowns 
of glory , when they a:e found in a way of 
righreouſneſs. _ Grace is che Crown of old 

ave. The holineſs, heavenly-mindedne's 
gracious colinſels, | pigus inft:ufions , and 
oadly converſations of ag ag 2d perſons, winneth 
bonour and reverence. "To ſce aged men to 
be ſober, grave, temps rate, ſound 1 0 Faith, in 
charity,” in patieti-e : and the aged women 
{:kewiſe to bt in behaviour as b=conierh holy 
women, to be ceachers of g20d things, to be 
diſcreer, chift, &c. this is a Crown of oloty 
ro chemi. Otherwiſe, though men and wo- 
mea live long, and are found in the way of 
fin , they are a curſed people, ſar, 65. 20. 
The fr mer be;no an hundred years old, ſhall be 
4.cwrſed. 
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acctrſeds . An old drunkard, an old:ſwearer; 
2n old whoremonger , an old profane wortd- 
ling is a wicked wretch. Diogeats being acked, 
what was the ſaddeft ſpeRacle inthe world, 
anſwered, an old/man in miſery; Bur anold- 
man in miſery,iis-noc fo vile ag objtR), ay an: 
old man in his fins. . To ſee anotd man 
durunk ; rohear oaths, curſes; cevitings,' ri- 
bauldry, come-fron the mouths of aged per- 
ſons, is a moſt lamentable: thing; - Poor 
wre:ches ! they lie under the eviticf Age 
which is burdenſom ; and they have the evit 
of Sin upon them, which is incolerable;3. and 
may.daily expe; when their gray bat's ſhalt 
be brough: down with ſorrow co the-grave; 
yea, to the pic of He11, w 210 4 o. 5 
-H. lc is Children's glory » that they ar@ * 

- deſcended. from/ſuch gracious and aged Pa- 
rents. © We ſee tiow rhe world efteemeth-of 
defdentfrom men of noble birch, from-accienc 
Srocks and Families, But this is nothing, if 
Children do degenerate. fronvtheir pwtierous 
and noble Ancefiorss Inthis reſpect, if any; 
glory be due, ics due tothe Parencs; not fo 
the Children, untefs they tread inthe Reps of 
cheir worthy Parencs.* which gave.occaſion'to 
Cicero, to reprehend:Cateline, by comparing 
the anciquiry\ofthis blood , wich the-virtoficy 
of vis manners; «who ſairch of him, That he 
Was 
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was not more famous by the Nobility of his 
Parents , chanignominious by his own noro- 
rious Vicess :It is a vanity for men to derive 
their Pedigrees from antient. Houſes, and to 
catry cheniſelves unworthy ſuch Anceſtors ; 


ſurety rbE-Nobilicy and goodneſs of their Pro: 
oenirorscannar:{o,much credit chem, astheir, 


own badbeſs: and wickedneſs. will diſcredit: 
them 2 Bur if; nabilicy of blood be joyned with 
orace and veriue, its highly ro beeſteemed, 
Now if men account it an tionour to themco 
be. pobly deſcended : ſurely: much greater 
honour -it is ro deſcend from godly Parents; 
orace and'gad{ineſs being much betcer tham 
al aurwsrd wealth, riches, honour and grexes) 
neſs. This was the elory and boaſt of che 
Gbildren of Z/r-ael , that they had 4brabam, 
Ifaac , and Jacob , for:icheir. Fathers. We 
have eAbraham tobe orrr Father g! ſ 21d rhe 
Jews, Math: 9. Dar. Father: facob.]-fard 
che wotnan of: Samara, Jabs 4.132. and Sr. 
Pax! ſpeaking:of the priviiedges of the Jews) 
purs in this for a great priviledge, Rowp..g. 55 
Of whons are the Fathers,: So. 1c is the gloty 
and crown of Children + when chey have be= 


tieving Fathers when ircanbeſſaid of chem, 


| asof our Savidur, ho was the Son of Enos, 
which was the Son of Seth, :which was the Son 
of Adam, mhich was the Sox of God, Luk. 3, 

J$. 50 
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38, So It is ſpoken to the honour of ſuch a 
Child, when ic is ſaid, He is the Son of ſuch 
4 oodly Father , and ſuch a godly Mother ; 
who were, and are the Sons and Daughters cf 
God. Solemo» (ets it down as an honour to 
him, that he was the Sor of David, Prov. Y. 
7. The Proverbs of Solomon, the Son of D a- 
21d, King of Iſrael, Fr might well be an 
honour to Solomen to have the Title » Which 
was afcerwards given to Jeſus Chriſt, ar. 
1.1, It was anhonour to young Timothy, 
char the unfeigned Faich chac was 1n him, 
dvelr firſt in his Grand- Mother Lois, and in 
his Mother Eunice, 2 Tim. 1.5. 

ITI. Ir is their glory and Crown , in that 
they can glory 1n this, that God was , andis 
the Father of cheir Fathers, Ic is a frequent. 
cle in Scripture given to God | The God of 
owr Fathers, | It is that wherein the faichfull 
boaſt. Except the God of my Father, the God 
if Abraham, and the fear of Iſaac had been 
with we, ſaith Facob ro Laban: that is, that 
God whom his Facher [ſacc feared, or wor- 
ſlipped, Geve/, 31. 42, God himſelf glorieth 
inchis title. I am the God of Abrahams, the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Iſrael, The 
Lord appeared unto [ſaac ar Beer=ſheba, and 
aid, 1 am the God of Abrabam thy Father, 


Genel. 26.24, So the Lord ſaid unto 7 4 
cov, 


of 
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cob, I am God, the God of thy Father, Genef, 
46. 3. Sothe Lord ſaid unco Aoſes, [ am 


the God of thy Father , the God of Abraham, 


the Gid of Iſ1ac, and the God of Jacob, Exod, 
3.6. And when te ſent Mofesto the Chil- 
dretyof Iſrael, hefaid unco him , Thus ſhak 
thou ſay unco the Children of Iſrae!, Thy 
Lord God of your Fathers , the Ged of Abrg- 
hams, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jah, 
hath ſent me nnto yow, This 1s my Name for 
ever, and my Memorial unto all Generatings, 
ver. 15. This is a memorial of my faid- 
fulneſs, of my truth and conſtancy 1n ny 
promiſes made with your Fatners, thar all 
ſucceeding Generations may ſee, and' &c- 
knowledge me tobe a God keeping Truth 
and Covenant for ever, The glorious God 
1$.not aſhamed to be called the Father of hi 
pzoplez neither is Chriſt aſhamed'rs be cal: 
led their Brother. Now thar their believine 
Parents are thus allyed to God , ro Jeu 
Ch:ilt, co all the company of Angels and 


Saints, what an honour and c:own of glory Is - 


this unto the Children ? | 

IV. The Parents being 1n Covenant, 
maketh their Children holy, this 1s a glory? 
their Children, 1 Cor, 7. 14+ becauſe che 
come of a believing Parenc , they are fede 
rally holy ; for God covenanteth with be- 


licvirq - 
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lieving Parents, that he will be the God of 
chem, and of their ſeed, So the Apoſile, 
Row, IT. 16, If the firſt-fruits be holy , the 
lump is alſo holy : andif the root be holy, ſo 
are the branches. The Apoſtle proverh 
there , that the Children of believing Pa- 
rents are within the Covenant of God ; be- 
cauſe the Parents, the Children coo. There= 
fore that the ſeed of the Jews are not finally 
reje&ed, for they be the ſeed of faithfull A- 
braham, chey ſpring from that holy root. That 
which he made an Argument for the Clnldren 
of faithful Abraham, 1s a good Argument for 
the Children of all fatchfull Parents The Pa- 
rents being within the Covenant, ſo are the 
Children : for the Children are as the bran- 
ches , the Parents as the root : Children as 
the lump, Parents as the firſt-fruits, Ir 1s 
the ground why Chriftian Parents bring their 
Children to Baptiſme, ro receive the Seal of 
the Covenant,becauſe the Children are com- 
prehended in that Covenant, #4. 2.38, 39, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of 
ſms, &c, (ſaith Petey to his hearers ) for the 
Promiſe is to you,aud unto your Children, God 
owneth ſuch for his people , for his Sons and 
Daughters, who are in Covenant With him. 
Other people are called by che name of thac 

L 2 Idol- 
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1dol-god which they worſhipped ; as the 
AMoavites. were called the people of Chemeſh, 
becauſe they worſhipped an Idol ſo called, 
Jerem. 48, 46. S likewiſe the Ammonnes 
are called thz people of Milcoms , becauſe 
they worlhipped an Idol ſo called, And 
Er ipides calleth the Athenians the peopled |- 
Alinerva, becauſe they worſhipped that 
Godd:\s: by this you may gather that thoſe 
whom God owns tor his people, are in Co- 
venant; for to be che: people of Ged is a Co- 
venant-ſiile : and this the Children of ail be- 
Leving Parents are. 
V. Godly Parents are a glory and honour 
to their Children, in that for their ſakes the 
blefling of che Lord falls upon ther Children, 
Prov. 20. 7. The juſt man walketh m hu 
integrity, his Children are bleſſed after hin, 
The Hebrew word denotech one that wals- 
eth_ in all godlineſs conſtantly co the end, 
WTUN beatitudines , bleſſings ſhall be upon 
bis Children. God hath graciouſly proml- 
fed, that he will ſhew mercy ro thouſands of 
them thar love him, and keep his Commande- 
mers, Whar a mocive ſhould this be co Pa- 
rents , to (tir up Parents co labour after god- 
lineſs. Ye would have your Children to be 
rich, and many men do adventure tlie loſs of 
ceir immortal Sculs to advance their po- 
ftericy 
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Rerity , now the bleſſing of the Lord maketh 
rich, and addeth no ſorrow with it. God 
doth ſometimes diverc his anger from the 
Children of Godly Parents , and eive them 
ſpecial merciess Ir is a frequenc p:flagein 
Scripcure, nevertheleſs for my ſervant Das 
vid's ſike, Fr. So God ſaith of Solomon, [ 
will mihe him Prince all the dates of my life, 
for D-wid my ſ:rvant's ſake, whom I choſe, 
&c. 1, Kings 10, 24, So in the daies 
Abijam, it 1s (24;jd, Nevertheleſs for David's 
ſake did the Lord his God give him a Lamp 


in Jeruſalem,toſet up his Son after ins, -n:! to 


eſtabliſh Jeruſalem , 1 Kings 15. 4. Gol v5 
tenſazth , cthac he remembreth the Covens ©: 
thac he made wich their Farh=s, ' 0 ſhew how 
faichfull Ged is in his promiiss wo bis befiev= 
ing ſervants | Es 
VI, Icisa gloryto a Cild, thit his Fas 
ther dies a ſervant of the Lord : vis deach is 
preciaus in the fight of the Lo:d , and in the 
fight of mao, lt 18 the higheſt commenda- 
tion that can be given cf any one, that he 
died the ſervant of the Lord , 3oſes my ſer- 
vant 15 dead , (aid God to Foſua, Jof. 1. 26 
Such a one 1s dead thar was the feryant of the 
Lord, wihar greater comm?ndation than chis 
can be given to any? Worldlings will ſay, 
ſuch a one died worth ſo many hundreds by 
L3 the 
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the yetr, worth ſo many thouſands of pounds; 
Poor creatures ! d1d not the fool in the Goſpel 
dierich? Did not the g/utton die rich? What 
commendation 15 it to (ay of ſuch a One, he 
w3s rich, bur a elutton, a fool, an adulcerer, 
an opp:eſiour, a coverous unjuſt Cealer ? 


Whac honour is this to the Children of ſuch 


a man enjoying bis wealth and riches? And 
as his dezth 1s precious, ſo the memcrtia] of a 
o00d man after his death 1s precious, The 
memory.of the jaſt ſhall endure, but the namt 
of the wicked ſhall rot. 


Cuap. IV. 

N che next place I (hall alſo they, how 

Þ Children are the glory of their Fathers. 
], Their filial obzdience tncheic nult and 
lawful commands is an honcr to theirParents. 
Thereforz in the fifch Commandement it 1s 
ſid, Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that 
is, out of reyereatial obedience rothery Sr. 
Paul ſauth, Epi. 6.2. That it 55 the firſt Com- 
mandemect with fromiſe, Put 1c mzy be 
ſaid, Is not the ſecond Commancement with 
promiſe? The aniwer is two-fold. There Is 
a dcuble Comrmincement , affirmative, and 
negative: This is the firſt aflirmative Com- 
mandement : cr rather, 1: 13 the firſt Com- 
manCcement in the ſecond Table, to _ 
taat 
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thie next afcer the care of Religiony our dury 
to Paren's muſt be regard- _ 
ed. Ariſtotle could ſay, God 2's & Faren- 
| | . - tibus nunquam 
and Parencs.cannor be ſuffici- |,,;, 5, 
ently requited. The Hea:hen Aariſtoc. 
puniſhed injuries ro God, and | 
Parents alike. Yaler. lib, 1, Dai dubitat 
atrium oporteat Deos revercri, ant Parentes, 
#01 indiget ratione y ſed pari pena, Avxilts 
Topic. /ib, 8. He that doubteth whecher 
God or Parents be to be teverenced , needs 
not to be confuted by reaſon, bur by the ſame 
Puniſhment, Now ſiubbornneſs in a Child 
1s a reproach to his Father, Who ſo keepeth 
the law, is a wiſe Son, but hethat 1s a compa- 
nos of riotous men, ſhameth his Father, Prov, 
28. 7. God ordained a Law, that ſuch Chil- 
dren ſhould bz ſtoned to death, 2nd the Pa- 
rents ſhould be the firſt that ſhould throw. a 
None upon them, to ſhew , how hainous 
a ſin {tubbornneſs is 1n Children, Dear. 21. 
20, 31. The fins of Riot and Dcunkenneſs 
were not by Moſes's Law puniſhable by 
death: this puniſhment therefore was in- 
flited upon a riotous Son, in reſpe& of his 
diſobedience to his Parents, which greatly 
aggravated his fin , and for which he\was to 
die, when other Drunkards eſcap:d with 
lighter puzſhment, The Rechavites were 
L 4 0 
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an honour to their Father , in that they kept 
the Commandement of Jozadad , the Son of | 
Rechab their Father. E 
IT. Whea they ſhall eive pliable atren- 
tion to the godly inftructions , and admoni- 
tions of rheir Fathers. A wiſe Son keareh 
the inftruftions of his Father ; but a (corny 
heareth not rebithe, Prov. 13. Is It is an high 
point of folly and concempr when the Fa- 
ther is wiſcly charmirgy and che Son flop- 
peth bis ear agairft che voice of the charmer, 
Fear je Childvxen the inſtruftion of a Father, 
and attend to know underſtanding, Prov. 4,1, 
Childrea are ſluge1(h,& had need robe often | 
called upon to hearken to pious inftruRtion, 
None can be more faithfull to 
Gregor, E- give counſel to thee, than he 
-pift, 1:b, 1. thatloverh nor thine , bur thee, | 
ſaith Gregory. Such indeed zre 
Parents & therefo:emoit wotthy to be beard, 
Colly Parents take care of their own Sauly, 
- and therefore will no: nevlect the Sculs 
their Child:en. Therefore ſaith Gregory, 
Comms:tre an. mam dil:gent:by ſuams, commit 
thy Soul to them that love the:r own, Let 
not Chi dren fVght the ſhirp rebukes <> 
faichfull Parerts , ſeeing ir is for the g00d of 
- their S-ui5, Ozem enizy ferret, patrem þ 
a4 ferret ſur? Treat, For yihoun ſhou!d 
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2 Child bear wichall, if not with fiis own 
Father ? | | 
III, When Children walk in the holy 
Reps of their godly Parents, and are follow- 
ers of them, as they are cf Chriſt, Such a 
one is an honour, and no ſhame to his Father, 
There cannot be a better reſemblance be- 
tween a Child and a Fatker , than this ſpir.- 
tual ceſemblance in that which is good, This 
was ever the praiſe, or 12nominions brand of 
the Kings of /ſracl, That thoſe that were 
godly, they did walk afcer the Lord, as did 
David their Father : or who wilked inthe 
way of Teroboam ) who made Iſrael to fin. 
So it is the high commendation of a Son, 
when ic ſhall be ſaid, he walketh in the ſame 
holy religious courſe, as cid, as doth his Fa- 
there It is the reproach of both, when ag 
they ſay of a Child, char he 18a drunkatd, or 
a ſwearcr, bis Father was ſo before him, 
How doth Sr. John honour the ele& Lady in 
h's Eyifile to her, with a praiſeful memo- 
rial, 2 Epiſt. Joh. 4. I rejozced greatly, that I 
found of thy Children walking in:ruth, as we 
have received a commandment fromthe Father, 
LV. A wiſe Sonis an bonour to a godly 
Father. A wiſe Son maketh a glad Father, 
Prov, 10. I. So1n Prov. 23. 15. My Son, 
if thine heart le wiſe , my heart ſhall rejoyce, 
. even 
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gveu mime. Such a Son is an honour to his 
Father while he liveth. My Sox be wiſe, and 
wake my heart glad, that I may anſwer him 
that reproacheth me, Prov. 27. 11, Mende- 
fire to leave memorials behind them: a wiſe 
and godly Son is a better Monument of x 


Father, than a ftately Pallace left behind 


him. Abſalom having no Son, he builc him 
2 Pillar, ro keep his Name in remembrance, 
2 Same 18, 18, A grave Divinetells us of 


an ancient Miniſter of good note in this Na- 


tion, who being unmarried himſelf, rexſoned 
with a married Gentlewoman about the heſt 
ERate of the two, pleading his great freer 


dom from family cares; and for his fludies: | 


She calleth a Child of hers , and catechizeth 
him before the Miniſter,” Now Sir ( ſaid ſhe) 
you had need ſerve God while you live, for 
he ſhall ger no gloty by you In this world 
-when you are dead. This Child may honour 
God, when Iam dead and gone , and others 
that may come from him to the worlds end. 
Godly Children , as they are an honour and 
comfort: ro: their Parents while they live, ſo 
they honour the memory of their Parents, 
Whenthey are dead. But 2s for fooliſh and 
wicked Children, they are like Peacocks, 


which uncover the houſe where they rooſt, or 


the Ivy, that p.lls down.the wall that holds 
If UP. V6 
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V, Parents and Children, will be mutual 
crowns and gloty to each other at the day of 
Judgement. - When che Father (hall pre- 
ſent his godly Children before Chritt, Lord, 


here are the Children whom chou haſt given- 


me; bleſſing and praifing God for them 3 


= will the Children bleſs God for ſuch a 


Facher, and bleſs che Father tor his example, 


and pious inficuftions, 


CuAP. V; 

fell. His may ſerve for a jult reproof of 
| _ thoſe Fathers, who live in (wears 
ing, whoredom, drunkenneſs, opprefſion, and 
ſoare a ſhame and reproach eo cheir Chil- 
dren : and regard not, though their Sons 
likewiſe to their ſhime and reproach , be a 
Rinking generation and family, walking in 
their fins. Drogenes , when he ſaw a young 
man drunk, ſaid, the reaſon was, becauſe hig 
Father begzar him when he was drunk. In 
like manner when he ſaw a young man beat - 
ing his Father, he ſaid, he doth ic becauſe bis 
Farher did negle&his duty to him in bring= 
ing him up. Toe wicked lives and diſlolute 
ccoveriattons of Fachers1s che cauſe of their 
Sons wickedneſs, 'Hearken co me all ye Pg- 
rents, let me demand of you; Are not ye 
the propagators of original fin to your Chil» 
dren 
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dren, which maketh them Children of wrath, 
aad eics of damnation? Will not ye ref 
there , bur muſt you needs by your wicked 
and licencioos converſarion makes them two- 
fold more the Children cf Hell, Haſt nor 
thou ſins enough to -anſwer for ? but thou 
mult have their (ins upon thy ſcore too? Y 
wick:d Parents, chat fin in che fghtof pul 
Children, ycu draw them ro Gn as you do; 
a Parents fin committed in the fight of a 
Child, is a double fin. Ic is ſaid of a corrupt 
veneration, Hol. 2. 3, 4. Therr Afothber plaid 
th: Harlot,and they are the Children of whore- 
domws, The Holy Ghoſt ſeemech ro give in 
this as the re>fon why the Children are che 
Children of whoredoms, viz. Becauſe their 
Mother plaid the Harlot : ſo that there was. 
a ſucceſſion of wickedneſs among them, Take 
heed therefore O ye Parents, of breath» 
ing infeftion upon your Children, to make F 
them like your ſelves in wickedneſs, 2nd (he 
ouile of your fins, and'to bring them to par- 
take of God's Judgemencs cogether with 
our ſelves, The Switzers foreſaw this, 
who enzRed a Law, thicif a Child were 
condemned to die, the Father ſhould exe- 
cute him ; becauſe chat uſually tae neglect 
and evil carriage of Parerts, is the fountain 
of allmfxy and wickedneſs in their Chil- 
diets 
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Oh,whar cruel Parents are they cotheir Chil- 
dren ! that will lie, ſwear, curſe, inthe hear- 
ing of their Children, that will reach them ro 
lie,co game,to ſtealzto uſe deceit, ro breakthe 

Sabbath, as if they would have them to learny'* 
the Devils Catechiſm without book ? Thou 
thac art a Father of Children , conſider thou, 
char at the reſurre&ion day, thy Children, 
whoſe damnation thou didft further by chy 
wicked example , will curſe thee to thy face, 
Curſed be that Father chat begac me, and 
the Womb that bare me, and che Paps that 
o2veme [ick: Oh ! that there had been news 
brought to my Father, thar a Toad,, or a 
| Snake had been born to him , when ic was 
ſaid, there is a man-child born, .Then will 
the Son cry out in Hell-corments, I hadne= 
ver come into this place of rorment , had nor 
my Father been ; had he given me good in» 
ftriRion, a good exanple, I had nor been 
caſt into this dark dungeon. I learnt ro curſe 
and blaſpheme from that curſed blaſphemous 

Father. I learn'd co be drunk from that © 
drunken Father, I learn'd to mock at piety 
and holineſs, to ſcoff ar the wayes and people 
of God, of that ſcofing Father. 1 learn'd to 
prophane the Sabbath, I negleRed Prayerin 
my family, I negle&ed the hearing of the 
Word , for my Father did ſo before me : he 
was 
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was an Atheiſt, and ſo was I. Oh, that I had 
been his curriſh Dog, his filchy Hog , rather 
than his beloved Son. As they in Rene ſaid 
of Nero, becauſe of his cruelty , it were bers 
.oxcr be Nero's Hoe than his Son. Oh, how 
will ſuch Children be 1eady to caſt fire-brands 
in the faces of ſuch wicked Parents , when 
they are iw H:1l-flames rogerher, 
(uns YL. , 

II.. This my reprove thoſe Parents, who 
labour more tro make rhetr Children rich, 
oreat, torious inthe eye of the world, than 
ro make. them gracious and glorious in the 
eye of Gad 5 who care! not by what unjuſt 
means they ſcrape thezr wealth rogerhery to 
Jeave befiind. chem a:rich poſtericy , and care 
nor "that their Children be enriched with 
orace; that drown themfelves in perditon 
and defttucion, for their Childrens greatneſs 
in the world, Salvianhath an excellent Me- 

dication upon the rich 
Benis ſuis aliis prayirat man in cheGoſpel,that 
beatitudinon, fivi m'ſe- 121d up much riches to- 
ra; elit gaudins 0k gerher. Wich-his goods 


lath; ; VMAs; 'alus w01Hp- 
garem brevem, ſibi ig- - ( ſauth Salvian } he 


men po petuurs, valvian, prepareth happineſs 
ſor others. , miſery for 

himſelf: mirth 2nd jollity for others, tears 
ad ſorrow for. himſelf; a- ſhort pteaſure for | 
others, 


the glory of Children, &c. 159 - 
ochers, everlaſting torment for himſelf, Hig . 
heirs that poſſefled his wealth and ſiibRance, 
did game , cake cheir'eaſe, eat,' drink, and 
were merry : and this poor coyetous' Witch 
was howling #nd roaring , weepthg nc 
wailing in Hell, Oh, what fools are the + 
P:renrs, that {abour more for 'temporal'tts 
ches for their Children , thenfor srace #hd? 
codlineſs !- God ufually crofſethfueh'Partenes 2 
16 their plors and purpoſes: their Childrey” 7 
afcerchem- uſaally ' do prodigalfy ſpend thes. 
wealth which che Parencs wickedly'feraped" 
rogether: and the Parents are-coffnented fr 
Hell, whiles their prodigal' Childrap «re met: 
ry md jovia] upon earch :: Graceleſs ChiF' 
dren are drinking atrd gaming anddrabbing,- 
ſpending their dates "in mirth and* pſeaſare, 
whileF'che wretched covetons Father is Heiil-- 
ins, roaring, and tormented in- Hel. Now 
if rhy everlaſting confuſion ,- be either thine;: 
or thy Childrens glory, much good may'itdo 
thee, Such Parents are the molt dead[yie- 
nemtes cheir co on Children, Many wicked 
men'( like-4hab) kill, and cake polfeflion of 
the Vineyards and Inhtericaxges'of: poor: Tn-" 
nocents, and ſercle them upon their Chit-- 
dren, as firm as Eaw can make them, ts chem 
and ro rheir'Heris forever: Bur after all'chis, 
if fuch Parents would bur caſt up their Bar- 
gains, 
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gains , they would ſee, they had damned 
rhemſelyes ro en:ich their Children: anden- 
niched their, Children to undo them : they 
bad brought the curſe of God upon their own 


Souls , to leave their Children that, which 
ſhould undo chem and theirs. How politick 
was Jeroboarz to entail the Kingdom of Iſrael 
to his own line! and cherefore ſers up two gol- 
den Calves, the one at Day, the other at Be» 


thel, to hinder the people from going np to 


Fernſalem to! Worſhip , where King Rehos 
boham mas: But that very courſe of his, by 


making Iſrael to fin, was the ruine of him and. 
his bouſe. The Lord ſwept away the rem- 


nant of his houſe, as.a man ſweepeth away 
dung, till all, begone, 3 Kings 14, 16, 

\ Ye char, are Parents, ye can love your 
ſelves in your own perſons, and.in the imugeg 


of. your Pature, and 1n thoſe that are the ſup-, 


ports: of your families, the.Children which 
God hath given you. Therefore when you 
commit great fins, or leave great eſtates to 
your Children wickedly gotten , what do ye 
buc repreſenc che fucure.eſtate of your Chils 
dren, and as'ic were ſlay them with.your own 
inbumane and barbarous bands ! Oh, how 
vile a perſon is that, Father or Mother , who 
for 2 litcle money gotcen by uſury, extortion, 
or oppreſſion , will leave an Eftace to their 
Children 


\ 
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Chilaren, and the curſe of God with it, and 
become parricides, and embrue their hands in 
che blood and ruine of their own Children i 
Many men think no courſe amiſs, ſochey 
may. ſer their neſts on high , and make their 
ſeed great on earth, Habbak.2 .9, Buc in this 
chey are utterly deceived , for this is the very 
next -way. to bring the bald of God upon 
| their Children, How often is that ſnarch'd 
away by others, which men provided for theic 
own Children , and chat of Solomoz is veri- 
fied,, The Riches of the ſinzer 18 laid up for 
the juſt , Prov. 13.22, Thus the Elate of 
Haman was given unto Mordecai, Solomon 
ſpeaking of an oppreflour , ſaich, That be be- 
gets 4 Sonin whoſe band is nothing, Eccleſ. 5, 
. Wo be to him that coveteth an evil cove 
7 ro has houſes There hangs a judoe- 
menc over the heads of che Children, for che 
| Fathers covecouſnels, as rain in che clouds, 
which perhaps in theic Sons, or in their 
Grand-childs. dayes may come down as a 
mighty flcod upon their Houſe, Habak. "24 
' Tho haſt conſmlted ſhame to thine own bouſe 
| by cutting off many people , and baſt ſinnea a- 
| garnſt thy Soul + for the ſtone ſhall cry out of 
the wall, and the beam ont of the T imber ſhall 

anſwer theo, ver. 10. Such Parents are no 


vlory of their Children. | 
: M CHAP, | 
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Crapre, VII. 

Hſe wy rhis ſerve therefore for exhor- 

| ration tO Parents, when they have 
ridings that # Child is born unto them; 
Take the mercy , but remember your dnty, 
teſt this or thar Child be not one day thy | 
oreateſt ſhame and reproach , which 1 &'| | 
preſent thy joy and comfort, for according to. 
thy farherly duties , ſo will thy comfort, or 
thy ſorrows be, Do ye deſire your Children 
may be your joy, and not your ſorrows ; your 
glory and crown, and not your reproach and 
ſhame, then walk wiſely towards them, and 
before them : be rchou # glory to-them, ſo/| 
may they prove thy glory and crown. Now. 
that you and they may be crowns and hss' 
nours to each other, confider theſe followig 
duties, | Ja 

I. Give a good example of an holy lik 
co your Children: be frequent in the exer | 
ciſe of holy duties and 'graces before thew| 
Thus David did, Pſal. ror. 2. He woulthki 
walk within his honlthn 
wich a perfe& heart, an4 


Dx © > a=... a. oc 


Let thy little Children 
beep thee from ſia,ſaid. 


the Poet Juvcnal. behave himſelf wiſely nþ - 

| aperfet way : chat iy 

' godly, in a perfe& way of godlineſy before lilfthe 

Children and Servants. Examples of Parenigy 

have a fiz5ng influence into Oe” ikke 
cul 
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theic Childrep,. :Perſonal fins are uſually - 
derived fromi Parepts co Children by their 
bad lives © for a-Fecher co lie, co- {wears to be 
drunk , co ntgle& holy duties, rhis hath 
2 great influence upon the Children, - A 
\ Son may 1oheric che Father's {in by imi- 
ation , by following his example ; and 
doing che ſarhe fin, and the proverb is, 
| The yonng birds will do, as they ſec the old 
ones do before them, We read that more 
than forty Children were deftcoyed by wo 
ſhe-bears for mocking the. Prophet Elſha, 
2 Kings 2.23, 24. One-«hactr this Query 
upon-1t, Why did che Prophet call for re 
{yenge upon the Children, who ſcarce under- 
| food what they did , much leſs did a& any 
\-._._ thing upondeſign? He anſwer- 
JaMertyrinz  Eth ; Though we .might ſuppoſe . 
48's. 64p, 2 that they were of ſuch a render 
; IG age, that they were ignorant of 
Jae evil of this ation , yet heving learn'd 
as from their: Parents, God ſent.this judge= 
nent ypon them co puniſh-che Children and 
oe Parents ar once : for doubtleſs they bad 
Miarn'd- char . mocking Language from cheir 
"Farents , ar leaſt by hearing chem ſay ſo co 
te Propber Eliſha, Go up chou bald-head,' 
W up thou dald-head, if chey had nor. taughc 
"Mm £& ſay: fo; Which ſcoff they caſt upon 
i MS © Eliſha; 
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Eliſha, iwalluſion to the' rapture, of carrying 
up of Elijah to Heaven. -As if they had fai 
Go thou up alſo to Heaven' as Elijuh di 
chat we may be rid of thee, 'as Wwe are of hin 
Children are'apt to imicate Thelt Parentc 
every thing , and ate beſt ar imitating rhen 
in the worſt, Tr is written of Feroboay 
'thac he cauſed Iſrael co fin; o ir mayh 
ſp>ken of {wicked Parents, that theycail| 
their Children'to fin, Tt is ſaid*of Abijuy 
the Son of Reheboazrm', that he walked inall | 
the fins of ns Father: which he had donehys 
fore him, 1' Kings 15.3. Ye that giveil| * 
examples to your Children, you ſhall anſst 
both for your own fins , andthe fins of yet 
Children, occaſioned by your bad/exampls 
IT. Ye thacare Parench, be often dehon 

ing your Children from fin:and vain comp 
ny. The Book'of the Proverbs is fall of ful} © 
pious dehortations, My Son,'{aith Solow i 
enter not intoithe path of the wicked, anlfi < 
not into the'way of evil men, avoid it, paſinl 
by it, Ir % from wt, and paſs awa). "What A 
moſt affeRionare dehorration is that of Su 
20's Morher-unto him, Prove 31. 2. W / F 
.omy Son'\:and what, the Son of my womb ' « y 
what , the 'Son of my wowes\_Grve not | 
ſfrength unto women , ' nor. thy wayes to tl 


which deſtrogeth Kings. 1t xs not for Ki 
. | 


__ 


the pan p Childres, 8&c. 165 


(0; Lemmel, to drink wine, nor for Princes 
ſtrong drink, , left they drink, and forget the 
Law , and pervert the judgement of awy _ the ' 


| affified, ver. 3,4, 5, Parents ſhould often 


tell rheir Children, char ſuch 2nd ſuch ungod- 
ly courſes will be cheir reproach ; bring 
down the gray hairs of their Parents with 
ſorrow co rhe grave, and their own Souls 
down into the pit of everlatizng deſtruRion. 
111. Toftru&t chem in che worſhip , word, 
and way of God and godlineſs, ye Fathers, | 
bring up your Children inthe nurcure and ad- - 
moniciop of the Lord, Eph, 6. 4, inthe nur- 
ture, Wnadi'g , It f ignifies ic the Child- 
hood. Beza renders ic in the doatine of the 
Lord ; and iv vs%i&, thar is, in admanicion 


| drawn from the word of Gol, Henoch had 


his name, as one taught fiom his Youth, and 
conſecrate unto God, God commanded his 
people, Deur, 6, 7» Thor ſhalt rehearſe 


th:ſe words continually ano thy Children, 


| The wordis, Thou ſhalc whet them conti- 


— ——— xz 


'nually upon thy Children: as when zn Ar- 


row, or other Ioftrument is ſharpened , thac 


ic may pierce the deeper. Ic 1mplyeth rwo 
1 Cuties, 1, Toat the Parenc make his Inftru- 
{tons delivered, plain anCpiercing , by per- 


ſpicuity giving ic_ an ecge, that 1c may rhe 


1 more calily enter iato tre dull heads > and 


[v1 3 plerce 
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pierce the hard hearts of his Chuldren, 2: "That 
he repeat ic again and again, going ofcen os 
ver the ſame ching , Us the Knife o0erh often 
over the whet-ſtone , as che: beaſt in chewine 
the Cud, Abraham is highly commended 
of God for inſtructing his Family. I know 
Abraham will command his Sons, and his 
houſhold afcer him , char they keep the way 
of the Lord, Geneſ, 13, 19. He taught 
chem the ſubRance of the Law, in command- 

ing them to do Righteouſneſs and Jadge- 

ment: and the ſubſtance of the Goſpel, in 
declaring nnto them the tenour of the Evan- 
gelical promiſes : chat in him , or his ſeed, 
that is in Chriſt ( the promiſed ſeed, who 
was to come of his loins) all the Natigns of 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed: as alſo the meats 
ing of Circumcifion. Geneſe 17. 23. Jo- 

ſhaa profeſſed , that he and his houſe would 
ſerve the Lord , Fif. 24. I5., Incimating, 
chat he would inftruR his Family 1n the true 
knowledge, and right manner of the worſhip 
of God, without which they couid not per- 
form any acceptable ſervice unto him, Da- 

vid taught his Son Solomon , and laid this 
Charge 1 upon him, Azd thor Solomon my | 
Sow , know the God of thy Father , and ſerve 
him with a perfeft beert , and with a willing 
. mind, 1 Chron, 28:9. $9 others, Pſal. 34- 
11, Come 
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11, Come je Children, hearken to me , I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord, Thus Solo» 
wor inſtruterh his Son Rehoboams in the bz- 
- givning of the Book of the Proverbs. Hez2- 
kigh profeſſeth as much of himſelf. The 
lwing, the living , be ſhall praiſe thee, as I do 
this day : The Father to the Sou ſhall declare 
thy irmth , ſale 38. 19. He eſtabliſhed a 
ccſtimony in Facob, and appointed a Law in 
Iſrael , which he commanded our Fathers, 
thac they ſhould maxe them known co their 
Children, char they might ſer their hope in 
God, and not forget the works of God , bur 
| keep his Commandements, and might not be 
as their Fachers, a Rubborn , and rebellious 

generation, &c. 
IV. Have a watchful eye over che duties, 
PraRices and converſations of your Chil- 
dren. David would not ſuffer a worker of 
deceit.co dwell in his houſe , nora teller of 
lies co tarry in his Gghe, Pſal. 101, 7, Ob, 
rake heed of countenancing or allowing your 
Children in any fin, Their fins, and thy 
nesle& of godly reproof , will make thee 
ſink in the Land as Simeoy and Levimade 
Jacob«beir Father co ſtink , his name co ſtink 
among the people of the Land. Take heed 
of cockering, and over-much indulging 
your Children, Ic is obſerved, thar uſually 
M + tife 
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th a. Child which the, Parent cockereth moſt, 
regardech the Parent Jeaſt ; and many times 
proverh the heavieſt croſs unto ir : making 
him to ſpeak in bitterneſs of Soul, 'Why died 
| it nor from the womb? Fob 3.11. 
Bolron's One ſaith, That th: bloody knife of 
Dir(®. Parems' unconſcionable and cruel 
Ave negle& 1n training up their Chil- 
drenreligiouſly , doth Rick full deep iD their 
Souls. We have read and heard of ſome 
Children that, have been looſely crained up, 
who have pierced their Parents bearcs with 
ſorrov, yea and their throats too, who have 
Ruck the knife in che bowels of their Parents. 
2 A certain fond Mother muſt not 
Woodw. have her Child corrected ar Schoal 
Child's | . 

Patrin, When he deſerved corretion. Not 
© Tong after the Child: angred tlie 
Mother, and the Mother Rruck rhe Child-r he 
runs to the fire , aud vp with the fire-fork, 
and at the Mother he makes, threarning what 
be would do. The Mother would nor have 
her Child ſtruck wich a'rod, to ler out his fol- 
ly, and the Child offers to ftcike the Mother 
with the'fire-forks Then rhe Mother ha» 
ſtens tothe School-maſter, as much diſple a- 
ſed with the Child, as ever before ſhe was 
pleaſed with it. Another Parent ſo dored 
upon het Chil, that ſhe could not endureitc 
Eo oul 
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out of her fight : bur at laſt he proved ſo diſ- 
ſolute , that ſhe .would have ſenc this Son to 
the remoreſt ?{lands : any where, ſo he were 
on ſhip-board ( that would keep him in com- 
paſs, which a Priſon did not ) or out of her 
fight. That Child which the Parent ſo coc- 
kerech, thac it muſt not be our of his Gghc, is 
the Child chat is moſt like co be an eyesſore, 
and heirc-grief co the Parent, co whom the 
Parent is moſt like ro ſay , Staad out of my 
fight, thou art a burden co me. S. Angnſtine 
oives us a [ad relation of one Cyri/lzs, a man 
mighty both in word and work, 
bue a very fond and - indulgent 4 ” pot 
Father, One Son he had , and = 
but one , and becauſe buc one, 
he muſt have his will ; he muſt nor feel the 
rod, he muſt nor be crofſed. He mighc 
have what he would , and do what he liſted ; 
he migtic go forth, and recurn when he plea- 
ſed, he gave no account either of his purſe or 
time : we read 1nthe ſtory, that this Child 
brought his Mother co ſhame ; nay, mnre 
than ſo. Tis Child came home druok, and 
inche diy time he violently and ſhamefuf- 
ly abuſed his Mother great with Child, he 
killed his Father out-righr , and mortally 
wounded wo Siſters. Heieupon a reac 
Aſſembly was called , thac all Parents hear- 


Ing 
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Ing ſo ſad and lamentable a Tragedy, might 
for ever bewate of this looſe and ſotriſh in- 
duſgence , which brings woe to the Parenc, 
and ruine tothe Child, _ 

V. Pray for your Children, that they may 
Slorifie God. and ſo be your glory and crown, 
this was Fob's pratice, Job 1. 5. Job ſen, 
axd ſanftified bis Children, and roſe up earh 
in the morning , and offered burnt-offeringe 
according to the number of thews all. W hiles 
his Children were feaſting, he was faſting: 
while they were merry,he was mourning and 
ſacrificing , leſt his Sons ſhould blaſpheme 
and diſhonour God.. A godly Father's Pray- 
ers do fly to Heaven, and recurn into the bo- 
ſom of his poſterity with rich and pretious 
bleſſings, If theſe rules I have propounded 
here, were well and conſcionably obſerved, 
Parents and Children would be a crown and 
olory to one another: and God would ſet an 
1ncorruptible crown of glory upon the head; 
both of Parents and Children, 

 Cnay, Vill. 
SECT. I, | 
His in the next place may ſerve for 4 
juſt conviction of thoſe whoſe Farhers 
lived in groſs erronrs, and wicked practices, 
& think 1e no diſhonor to them ro live and do 
| ascheir Fathers did before them. When He- 


zecks ah 


the glory of Children, 8c. 17t 
zekiah ſent che Poſts from City to Ciry through 
the Countries of Ephraim and Manaſſeh with _ 
this Meſſage, that he would have a Refor- 
' mation according to the firſt Inſtiturion and 
patterh , and would nor have them abide any 
longer in the wayes of their Fathers, ic is ſaid, 
2 { hras. 29, 10. They laughed the Meſlen- 
gers toſcorn. They mock'd them, what, muſt 
we be wiſer than our Fathers? See what an- 
ſwer is given to them,, Be not fe like your 
Fathers , which treſpaſſed againſ# the Lord 
God of your Fathers, ver, 7, They chat will 
erre by their Fathers Copy , may alſo periſh 
by their Fathers example. In che beginning 
of King Fames his Reign in Erglazd , the 
Papiſts made a Supplication co chat King of 
happy memory : one branch whereof was 
this, We requeſt no more favour at your 
Graces hands , than that we may ſecurely 
profeſs that Catholick Religion, which all 
your happy Predeceſlors profeſled , from 
Donalans, the firſt converted, unto Your Ma- | 
jeſties Peerleſs Mother, And to this pur- 
poſe doth Dr. Kell:ſoz recite unto thar King, 
2 long Catalogue of his noble Predeceflors, 
roencline him (if poſſible ) co embrace che 
Popiſh Religion. 
Many of cur Fathers lived in times of jo- 
norance : had they lived inthe light which 
We 
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we do, ic-is not probable they would have. 
lived in ſach groſs errgurs and ſuperſtitions. 
as they did, Therefore we are not hand over 

head to follow all chat our Fathers did , but 

try chem, and follow che beſt. When Fre- 

derick the IV.EleQor of rhe Roman Empire, 

and Count, Palatine of the Rhine, was by a 

certain Prince adviſed, for his Religion to 

follow the example of his F:ther Lewes, his 

anſwer was, In Keligone, non Parentum, noy 
mAjorum exempla ſequenda, ſed.tantum vo- 
luntas Dei. In matters of Religion, we muſt 
neicher follow che examples of Parents, nor 
Anceſtors, bur the will of God only is to be 
regarded. And for this reſolution, he al- 
ledged the teftimony of rhe Lord cur of 
Ezek, 20. Walt ye not in the Statutes of jour 
Fathers , nor obſerve their Judgemcnts, nor 
defile your ſelves with their Idels; I am th: 
Lord, walk, je in my Statu'es, verſ, 18, 19. 
Therefore ic was a 200d Confeſſi>n of the 
Church , Pſal. 106. 6. We have erred with 
onr Fathers. $. Hierom once deſired of S. 
Augyſiine , that he might have leave to errc 
with ſeven Fathers whom he found of his 
opinion. I ſhould nor crave thar lezve, nor 

envy any one the priviledge. The Fathers 
2re bur Children witen they erre : and they 

who. will erre with their Fathers, are more 

fooliſh'chan Children, ' Sel. 


the glory of Children, 8 8cCs r73 


SECT. II. 


Here are many others chat cetidia man- 

ners of cheir Fathers ;'the'rule of cheic 

life and converſation. The Children of idle 
Beggars take up the ſame - wandrins courſe 
of life as their Fachers did befcre them. And 
ic is commonly feen {( for the mott pare) char 
whole Families are tainted withthefame vi- 
ces of their Stock. FJobn Baprifliialcs of 2 
generation of © Vipers. So if Welk | 
into-the world, we ſhall ſee generarions' of 
Swearers, oenetations of Drunkards, genera- 
tions of Idolaters, of Worldlitnge, of unclean 
perſons. Abab was a very none-ſuch in 
' wickedneſs: and all char come frombim, are. 
like him in evil manners, I is faid' of his 
Sow Abazinh, charnexc ſucteeded himin rhe 
-Kingdom of Ifcael, I Kings 22, 235. Thar 
he:malked in the way of his Father,"\and in the 
way of his Mother : in the way of wicked 
Ahab, and cutſed: "Jezebel," Thire' was'an- 
nacher.. Ahaziah ; King of '*Fludah ; the 
Grand-child of. Feboſophat by. che Fachers 
fide, and of- Abad by.the” Mothers fide: He 
drew poiſon fromthe Mother, and fotrod in 
the paths of Ahab, The Scripture ſaith ex- 
preſly of him, 2 Reg. 8. 27. That be walk- 
4 in the way of the houſe of Ahab,  - 
1d 
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did evil in the ſight of the Lord, as did the 
houſe of Ahab, for be was the Son in Law of the 
houſe of Ahab. :Qh what miſchief cometh to 
many a man, and bis whole ſtock, by joyning 
himſelf in affinicy with a wicked Family ! 
See the wilfal reſolution of a generatior 
of Idolacers, Jerew. 44.17, 18, 19, We 
will certainly do whatſocver thing goeth forth 
of our own month, to burn Incenſe to the Qucen 
of He Land to port ont Drink-offerings to 
her, as wawuavue doxe: we and or Fathers, our 
Kings aud our Printes in the Cities of Judah, 
and in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem : For then had 
we plenty of vaRtuals, and were well , and 
ſaw noevil, - Bur ſince we left off .co burg 
Incenſe tothe Queen of Heaven, and co pour 
our Drink-offerings to her, have we wanced 
all chings , and,bave been conſumed by-rhe 
Sword and by Famine. .How doth our Sa- 
viour complain of the Phariſees, 21attb. 23. 
32,33» 35: Hherefore ye he witneſſes to yorr 
ſelves y. that | Je are the Children of them that 
killed the Prophets, Fill ye np then the mea- 
ſure of your ſins, ye Serpents , ye generation of 
Vipers, how cap: je «fcape the damnation of 
Helt? ST 


CHAP; 
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T becometh every one of us therefore to 
confeſs our own fins,& the ſins of our Fa- 
chers, Nehem, 9. 2. The ſeed of Iſrael ſepa- 
rated themſelves from all ſtrangers, and flood, 

and confeſſed their ſins , and the imquities of 
their Fathers, So in verſ. 16, But they, and 
wr Fathers dealt proudly , aud hardened their 
necks, and harkened not to thyCommande= 
ments. And verſe 33+ 34. Speaking of the 
Judgements of God , char came upon them 
for cheir fins, they ſay, How be ut then art 
juſt in all that is brought upon ns ; far #bou 
haſt done right, but we have done wickedly : 
neither have onr Kings , our Princes, our 
Prieſts , nor onr Fathers, kept thy Law , nor 
hearkened to thy Commandements , and thy. 
Teftimonies, wherewith thou didſt teſtifie a- 
gainft them, Moreover it is wotth obſer- 
ving , that the Holy Ghoſt doth not record 
their ſins which chey confeſled, as their own 
preſencabounding fins, bur recordeth the ſing 
of their Fathers, which they confeſſed before 
God,as appeareth from che ninth co the 3orh, 
verſe, Iris not recorded, we dealt proudly, 
we 
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we hardened our necks , we refuſed to obey, 
we were diſobedtenc- and rebellious. No 
queſtion, this was their own carriage towatds 
God. Bur it 1s ſaid | They ] meaning their | 
Fathers: They dealc proudly, they hardened } 
cheir necks, 8:c. Furthermore obſerve, chey 
did nor iinfift vpon the fins of their immediate 
Progenicors , but upon the: fins and rebel- 
hons'of their Fathers that came ont of the 
Land' of Egype, and fickt inhabited Canaar, 
Tbey-:make mencon of cheir Fathers ſins, as 
If 21 their mifery came upon chem chiefly for 
rheir Fachers Sins, racher thak for cheir own 
Sins, '' | 
Whar reaſon can there be aſſi2ned , why 
the Holy Ghoſt makes ſuch a record of their 
Confeſſion of cheir Fathers Sins , rather chan 
' Of their own, If it be not roconvince, and 
thew what we ought ro do, viz. Nor only 
to lay our own fins co heart , and to confeſs 
chem before God, butalſo the fins of our Fa- 
chers-: 28 alſo to [hew us, that che 1niquicies 
. of our Pathers do bring the dreadful Fudges 
ments of God like a flood upon'us, as well as 
our-own fins, Terem, 3.25. We lie down 1n 
our ſhame, and our confuſion cuereth us , for 
we have ſinned againſt the Lord our God, we 
and our Fathers , from our Youth even to this 


day, aud have not obeyed the Vice of the Lord 


our 
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onf God : And Jereme 16, I9, The Propher 
cries out thus ro God, | © Lord, my ſtrength 
avd my fortreſs , and my refuge in the day of 
| affliftion , the Gentiles ſhall come unto thee 
| from the'ends of the earth, and ſhall ſay, ſurely 

our Fathers have inuberuted lies, vanity , and 
things wherein there 18 no profit, Lam, 5« 7. 
The Church cries our 3 Ozr Fathers. bave 
 funed, and are not , and we have born their ini= 


quntres. x Rnd > wo | : 
-.SECT-- II: ES 2 
| CNNe reaſon. why we ſhonld be humbled 
for the fins of our Fathers, as well as for 1 
our ownis, becauſe God' hath chrearned, and = 
accordingly hath viſited the. fins of, the Fa-, 
thers upon their Childrens , Their: Idolaccies 
have-broughr deftruRion on their poſterity-2 
the Fathers-adulteries have broughc the-Qhil- 
dren to a morſel of bread, That God hath 
threarned to viſit the fins of che Fathers on 
the Children , you findin the ſecond Com- 
mandement. { vi/iting the fn of the, Fathers * 
| 8porz the Ghildren unto. the third aud. fourth 
generation. .., So Exod. 34. To. That. 6. 
bach viſiced Children wich, Plagues forthe, 
Iniquittes of cheir Fathers, chere are manifald, 
ſad inſtances of ir; Numb. 14+ 32) 33 - Ye 
may- ſee, a double puniſhment chreacened. 
| 2; Againſt the Fathers whogmurmured;' Bae, 


ee. 


1 jour Fathers; 
as for. you , your carkeſſes ſhall fall im thi; wits 
derneſs, verſ. 32, 2. Againſt the Children, 


who certainly did not parcake in that Sin z for 


many of them were Infants, verſ, 33» 4nd | 
your Children ſhall wander in the wilderneſs } 


 farty years , and btar your whoredoms untill 
our carkeifſes be nafted in the wilderneſs, i, 
Sam. x5. 3. Ihe Lord commandeth Saul to 
0, and ſimite Amalch, and ntterly to deftroy 
all that they have, and:ſpare them not 2 bue 
flay both man and woman , infant and ſuck- 
ling, oxe and ſheep, camel and aſs. Now 
ſee what reaſon the Lord renders, why Saul 
ſheuld pur all rhe Amalakztes to the ſword, 


verſ, 2. Thus ſaich the Lord of Hoſts, 7 ye. 


member what Amalck did to Iſrael , how be 
Iaid wait for him in the way, when be came uy 


from Egypt, Now the Children muſt be de- | 


ftroyed for the fins of rheir Progenitots, $0 
che Infants, and liccle Children of che Sode- 
_ mites, periſhed by fire and brimftone for che 
horrid abominations which their Fathers had 
commicted. Whar « dreadful Judgemert 
did God infli& upon old EH; for his hin > So 
the Lord told David, that the Sword ſhould 
never deparc from his houſe ; becauſe of his 
fin, 2. Sem. 12:9, 10. How did God viſt 
Savnl's perfidiouſneſy to the Gibeonites, on bif 
poſteriry 2 2 Jaw, 21, 1, There is a doub& 


Jadgement, 


| 


———_— 
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[ Judgeimen: , he vificed the Kingdom with 


amine for chree years, verſ. I, and viſited 
| bis Children with a curſed and ſhameful 


þ death, verſ. 6. chey were all hanged. 'N How 
} didonr Saviour threaten che Jewes with all 


the blood which their Fathers had ſhed cauſe- 
teſly > Wherefore behold, I ſend unto you 
Prophets, and wiſe men, and Scribes, and 
ſome of chem ye ſhall kill and crucifie , and 
fome of then ſhall ye ſcourge in your Syna- 
gogues and perſecute them from Ciry to City, 
T hat upon you may come all the righteous blood 
ſhed upon the earth, from the blood of righteons 
Abel, wnto the blood of Zacharias , the Son of 
Barachias » whom 7e ſlew between the Temple 
and the Altar, Marth: 23. 34, 35+ Andis 


| nor che blood of Chriſt upon the Children of 


the Jewes uncothis day ? I have broughtthe: 
more Inſtances to ſhewthe truck , how God 


| doth Puniſh the Children for the fins of their 


Fathers: to convince us, of what concern- 
[En ic is for us co conſels their ſins before 

the Lord, as well aS our oWn ; and co-detert, 
Fathers from finning againſt God, Ye may, 
Tee,that Fathers io finning,do not only fin £& 
| their own deftru&ion , but cothe deſtrution 


—— 


| of the Children thar are yer unborn: ye lay 


np Eſtates and Porrions for your Children, 


| ind God layes up wrach and vengeance, 


N 2 Which 


#"_ * 
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which ſhall conſume both them and ther E: 
fates. - » | 
CHAP, X, 
Ow becauſe there are objeRions, which | 
perhaps.may: ariſe in your thoughts a» 
oain{t rhis Doctrine , . and they ſeem to be | 
grounded on Scripture, I ſhall endeavour to 
' remove them, t = 
Object, Bur it is ſaid, Ezek, 18.4, The 
Cou' that fnneth , it ſhall die, verſ. 18. as for 
his Father, becauſe he cruelly oppreſſed, ſpoiled 
his brother by violence, and aid that which it 
not good among his people , loeven he (hall dit 
in bis iniquity, Sojn Jerems. 31.29, 30, In 
thoſe dayes they ſhall ſay-no more, the Fathers 
have eaten ſour grapes,and the Childrens teeth 
are ſet on edge,vut every one (hall ate for his own 
migquity: andevery man thas eateth the ſour 
grapes, his teeth ſhall be ſet on edge. How 
can thele Scriptures be reconciled with that 
inthe ſecond commanJment, where God 1s 
ſaid ro vifit the fins of the Fathers upon che | 
Children co. the chird and fourth generation, 
c, bow can It agree with theſe diſpenſa- | 
tions of Fudgements ? | 
Sol, There are divers anſwers given here- 
unto, | | A 
T. Origen, and ſome others make an alle- 


gorical Jnterpreration, and ſay, that by the 
| chird 
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third and fourch generation is not meant Chil- 
dren, bur ſo many.cegices of fins, as if God 
would ſpare men for the hr and ſecon1 


faulr, and puniſh the third and fourth. - But 


this is a falſe and fooliſh conceir,becauſe God 
fometimes puniſhech men tor the firſt fin. 
God chaltiſed David for one a& of adultery. 
JI. Some anſwer it by diſtin&tion of civil 
and divine puniſhments, The Civil Law, 
which God made for the Common» wezlth 
of 1ſracl, did forbid to put the Child to death 
for the {in of the Father: as Dext, 24.16, 
The Fathe:s ſhall nor be put ro death for the 
Children,-nor ſhall che Children be pur 
co death for the Fathers: Every man ſhill 
be pur to death for his own fin, Bur God, 
who is the fupreme Judge of the whole 
world, and is not tied co. humane Law, 
puniſheth Children for their Fathers tins, 
But this anſwer 1s nor ſufficient, for choſe 
places of Jerem. 31. and Ezck, 18, ſpeak 
not of a civil, but of a divine puniſhment. 
Ill, Others again anſwer ic chus, chat 
God puniſheth che fins of Farhers on their 
Children , if they do ſuch like fins as their 
Father; He will punith che Children for cheir 
Fathers Idglairy , it theic Children are Ido- 
laters alſo, and puniſh chem that hare God, 
a5 their Fathers did beſore them, 
"0 3 If 


A 
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' If this were crue, chen thoſe places in Fe 
remiah, and Ezekiel were anſwered wichthig 
exception, The Son ſhall nor bear the ini- 
qulty of his Farher » unleſs the Son be wic- 
ked roo: the Childrens teech ſhall not be 
ſer on edge unleſs chey eat ſowre grapes, as 
their Fathers did before them. "But this'an- 
{wer is not cothe purpoſe neither, 2 
* 1, Becauſe Children have been puniſhed 
for their Fathers fins, which they never imi- 
tated , as the Children of the Sodometes were 
deſtroyed with the ſame deftruRtion their 
Fathers were. : SS, 

2. Sometimes the Children who have re- 
pented, have been outwardly miſerable, be- 
cauſe their Fachers were exceeding ſinful, 

3» Becauſe then God fgid nor puniſh the 


fins of theit Farhers on them, ſo much as - |, 


cheir own perſonal ſins: nor puniſh their Fa- 
chers Jdolacry, bur cheir own Idolatry ; nor 
their Fathers Adultery, buc their own, 
4. The force of the threatning is caken 
2Wway ; for God brings that threatning of vi- 
firing their Idolatry upon their Children, to 
make Fathers to take heed of Idolatry. Then 


this would be the ſenſe of it, accorcing to. 'F 


their interprecation. Take heed, ye Fathers, 
of Idolatry , for 1 will puniſh your third and 
fourth generation if they be Idolawrs, Ao 
I VEL : [) A t e e 
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theſe teaſons it 18 evidenc, chat this anſwer, 
char God puniſherh Children for their Fa- 
chers ſins , becauſe Children follow their 
Fathers in their fins, is nor ſufficient, 

IV. This anſwer may give full fatisfaQi- 
op, There 1s a three-fold evil of puniſh» 
ment, with which God viſits ſinners, 

I, There is eternal damnation; ſo no 
Child is puniſhed for his Fathers fins, but che 


Sowl that ſimethb, that ſhall dic. . Every man. 


1s damned for his own proper ſins: only ſuch 
as eat Che (oywre grapes of = chey ſhall gnaſh 
their ceeth in Hell. 

3, There is malum morale , a moral evil. 
God his giving up che Children to follow 
cheir Fathers ſteps, is a puniſament for their 
Fathers fins. Bur this God doth not inflict 
upon chem as they are fins , but by denying 
grace tothe Children of wicked Parents, up- 
on which denlal they fall into che like (ins 
their Fachers did before them. God deny- 
Ing grace to the poſterity of Idolaters , they 
commur Idolatry alſo. 

'Z« There is malum navure , evils of na- 
rure; as Loflcs, Crofles, Afflitions, Famine, 
' Sword, Plague, cemporal dearth, God ofren- 

times puniſhech che Children for their Fa- 
thers ſins with theſe remporal puniſhments. 


For Gehazi's Coveroulneſs, his poſterity 
N 4 {hall 
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ſþill be leprous , and for the mutiny of Da: 
ihan and Abiram , their Children periſhed 
wich them. For Dawid's Adultery , the 
Sword ſhall never depart from his houſe to all 
ſacccfi>ns : So oftenrimes it falls our, thar 
for che riotzadulteries,or opprefſions of Proge- 
nitors , Gaildren ate brought ro a morſel of 
bread. The reaſonis, becauſe God in puniſh- 
ing the Children, puniſherh che Farhers alſo, 
Quis Filii- quedam pars parentum , becauſe 
Chil dren are part of th@ir Fachers, as bran- 
ches are parr of che tree 2 therefore the good 
chac is beftowed on the Child, or che evil in- 
fted on him, is the 000d and evil of the 
Father. 

 _©O-eft, Bur hew can the evils which Chil- 
dren tuffer when cheir Fathers are dead, bea 
puniſhment co him that is deidp how can the 
evil which the fourrh ceneration ſuffererh, be 
che evil of thz Father, dead it may be many 
years before ? 

Reſp. "ze 1 anſwer yes, they are evils to 
them, becauſe (04 chrearens them as puniſh- 
ments ro them, Shall we think , that God 
would chrearen this as an evil,if ir were not? 
look as orher evils threatned, which follow 
the wicked after they are dead, are 2 puntſh- 
ment: as the name of the wicked ſhall rot, 
ſhall Rink when they are dead: They = 

pals 


: 


| 


1 
”. 
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paſs by their graves ſhall ſay , Here lieth a 
beaſtly drunkard; here lieth a profane ſwears 


er, 4 cruel oppreſiour. Theſe are curſes, 


though they are nor ſenſible of chem. So, 
when God ſhall ruine the poſterity of wicked 
men, It 1s a (ore puniſhment to thems As 
now ir is a mercy to juſt men,rhat their memo- 
ry (when they are dead) ſhall be bleſſed, and 
thac che ſeed of the Righreons (hall be bleſ- 
fed on carth. Then on the contrary, if the 
ſeed of a man be curſed, it is a puniſhment 
co the Fathers. 

2. We are not to judoe of puniſhment 


only by our. ſenſe and feeling, as if it were 


no puniſhment , becauſe dead men are not 
ſenſible of the miſeries of their Children : buc 


| we are alſo to judge of puniſhmene by the 


evil which 1s in it. Now: is a ſore evil, 
when God ſhall for the fins of our Fathers 
bring ruine upon our eſtates,miſeriesupon our 
bodies, Plagues, Sword, or Famine upon us, 

3- It is a puniſhment to the Fathers,chough 
dead; becauſe ir is dicealy contrary co their 
wills and incentiens. Fathers would have 
their Children , rich and happy afcer their 
death , and would have-ctheir Houſes and 
Names to contiue for ever: bur God in ju- 
ſtice ruinates their Families, and cloathech 
their Children or Caildrens Children wich 
miſery as with 2 garment, Ob 
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Obje#, Bur pug the caſe, the poſtericy of 
wicked men are converted , and become god- 
ly, doch God puniſh ſuch for the fins of rhgs 
Fathers? uu 
Sol. I anſwer yes, God ſometimes may, | 
and doth deprive ſuch of theis honours and 
eſtates, and rakes them away with temporal 
death for che fins of cheir Fathers. Bur then 
che evils which ſuch Children cadure, are 
only parenting: pee, their Fathers puniſh- } 
ment, and are filiorums probationes, medicine, 
exeycitia , the Childrens tryals, medicines, 
exerciſes, God in metrcy rurneth their af- 
Aictions into their ſpiritual advantage : God 
makes their dearh a paſſage to glory, and life 
eternal. Avd theſe affligions, (though they 
are the puniſhments of their Fathers, yer (ball 
work our for rhem a greater weight of glory, 
Here ler me add theſe chings. 

I. We muſt hold chis as an undeniable 
truth, thac God is alwayes righteous in all his 
adminiſtrations of Judgements , whether in 
puniſhing Parents, or Children for Pa- 
rents ſake, Though che Fudgements of God 
are ſometime hidden, yer they are never un- 
juſt, There 1s no iniquicy in the wayes of 
God , though we cannor ſee the equity of 
them. : 

\ 3, There 1s a matter of condemnation i 
eds > 
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gf Children, chough God ſometimes in pu- 
niſhing,doth nor puniſh them with an imme= 
dare relation to their own fins, 

| 3- When God viſits Nations and King- 
doms , then uſually he doth it for che fins of 
che preſent generation , as for the ſing of our 
Fathers, Our fins, and the iniquities of our 
Fathers do joyn forcesto bring down Plagues 
and devaſtarions upon the Kingdom. The 


[Jews were led into Captivity for their own 


ins , 'and cheir Fathers alſo, So Daniel in 
his Confeſſion of fins acknowledgeth, We, 
our Kings, our Princes, our Fathers, and all 
Iſrael have ſinned. 19. 4 


»f F Þ RAC | 
"YReat are the benefits, which' may re- 
A Zdound ro Children fincerely confeſling 
the iniquiries of their FPather#, as well as 
their own fins» The Promiſe is made, Lever. 
26. 40, 41, 42, If they ſhall confeſs thar 
miquity, and the imquity of their Fathers, 
with their treſpaſs which they have treſpaſſed 
againſt me, and that alſo they have walkgd 
contrary to me , and that I bave Alſo walked 
contrary to them, 8Zc. 'T hen will I remems- 
ber my Covenant with Jacoby ata alſo my Coe 


ber the Land, Ie 


- 
. 
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venart with Iſaac, aud alſo my Covenant with 
Abrabam will 1 remember, and 7 will remens- 
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TL. Sometime it procurech and obtainech 4 
delay, and putting off tbe pouring forth the 
wrath of God upon a Family, Perſon, or Na- 
tion, God oftentimes delayerb the puniſh» 


| ments, nor remitting the fins, As upon A-. 


hab's humiliation, be deiayed the puniſh- 
ment , bur 1d not remic the fins of him and 


his houſe ; yer for his humiliation, the Pu» | 


| niſhment {ſhould be prorogued to his Son's 


dates, 2 Reg,21.29, Upon Moſes his hy. + 


miliation for [ſrae!s murmuring, be remitted 
che execurion of his wrath, but remitted 
not their fin, Namb, 14.18, ad 23. We 
have a clear Inftance for this in Je/iah , who 
humbled himſelf for the iniquiries of his Fa- 
thers, and the fins of Iſrael: and the Lord 


pur off che execution of his wrath, till he was 


laid in his grave, 2 Chroz, 34. 21, 24, ad 28.” 


Perhaps thegſecond generation may die in 
peace; or ic may be the third and the fourth 
generation ſhall bear the iniquities of their 
Fathers.ic is ao ſmall mercy that wrath breaks 
- not in upon che firſt generation, 

2, If ir doth not keep off, and procure de- 
lay of execution , bur wrath from the Lord 
breaks In upon uz, yer it may mitigate che 
wrath of God : ſo thar God (rhough jultly he 
might) yer proceeds not to a final devaſta- 
tion of Perſuns, Fainilics and Kingdoms, but 

| 2 


3, 
* 


| 
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4 remnant may, and ſhall eſcape, Terem, 39% 


| 16317, 18. Thus God bids Jeremy tell 


Ebed-melech the Ethiopian , that though he 


\ would bring his words upon the City of 


Fernſalem for evil ; yer ſay thou to him, 7 


will ſurely deliver thee, and thow ſhale wot 
| fall by the Sword, bat thy life ſhall be for aprey 


#nts thee, becanſe thou haſt put thy ruſt iu me, 
ſaith the Lord. And thar God made them 
not.as Sodom and Gomorrha, butlefr a rem- 


nant, Ezra acknowledgeth in his confeſſion, 


Ezra 9. 8. eAnd now fir a licttle ſpace grace 
hath been (hewed from the Liydonr God ,' to 


- leave us a remnant to eſcape , andto give Ks a 


aail in his holy place, that our God may lighten 


onr eyes, and give HS 4 little revrving in oar 
_ boydage. When people are generally ſtub- 


born and wicked , God ſometimes makes a 


full end. of chem, when their decerminace_ 


day of ' viſitation 1s come upon them , he 


.overthrows Families, as he overthrew Sodoms 
and Gemorrha, cutting down root and branch; 


and caſting them into the fire, 


3. Sometimes it 'procurerh a ſhorrening _ 
of the day of vifitation, God will not lengrh- 


en out their judgement : will-nor ( as juftly 
he mighr ) ſpin out their time of calamity. 
For - mine eleRs ſake theſe dayes of calamiry 


{hail be ſhortened. The day of Jernſalew's 


calamury 
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ho .- * Foe Fales; , « | 
calamity ſhould be ſhortened for his eta& 
which were in It. | 

4. 1f God yer viſit the iniquities of our 

Fathers upon us , he will change the nature 
of our puniſhments : chough they be to the 
defiru&ion of our eltares and bodies, yer 
they ſhall be co.che Salvation of our Souls in 
the day of che Lord Jeſus: he will infli& 
them upon us as trials and fatherly chaſtiſe- 
ments, doing us good in the latterends 
though in relacion to the Iniquities of our Fa- 
thers, they be ſore puniſhments, 
/ Moreover, we ought to be humbled for the 
fins of our Fachers, becauſe God was diſho- 
noured by chem. Nehemiah was aſhamed, 
and confounded for his Fathers fins, as well 
gs his own. Thar God wasdiſhonoured in . 
former years, grieverh a godly heart, as well 
a$in preſenc times. 


_ Beſfides—the fins of our Fathers are re- 
proaches to us. Thar men ſhould ſay of fiich 
2. man, his Father before him was a drun- 
kard, anoppreflour, anidolater ; ſo was his 
Grand-Father , his Great-Grand-Father be- 
| fore him; this is a reproach unto che Fami- 
ly : the beſt way to wipe off the reproach, 
is for che poſterity co mourn for their Fa-. 
thers ſins : che godlineſs of Children will be 
{one covering! to' their Fathers pakedneſs, 

2» Bac 
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' But if our Fathers greatly provoked the Lord, 
2nd we are not humbled for cheir fins, buc 
walk in the ſteps of our evil Progentcors $ 
then hear what the Lord ſaith to ſuch, 1/as: 
| 14+ 20, 21, 22. The ſeed of evil doers (hall 
wever be renowned : prepare ſlaughter for his 
| Children for the iniquity of their Fathers, that 
' they do not riſe , nor poſſeſs the Land , xox fill 
the face of the world with Cities : for 1willriſe 
ap againſt them, [aith the Lord of Hoſts, and 
cut off from Babylon the Name and Remnant, 
ard Som and Nepbew, ſauh the Lord. 


